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DEDICATION.

i

TO THE BIGHT HONOURABLE

LOjajd JOHN RUSSELL.
My Lobb:

Y«vr liMdahb wil^ no doobt, be at a lots u> tndetiM^ how ijtiii^

that jrod have had the hoiiour of tlila 4«dioatieli.iJimfeni«cl'

voo iadM little reason to expeet ; jHlid, at yOu bmro neter
hlj nerer heaid of, the auChort nu»t be ewwoioas yon hare
him to deserve ; and it is but reaiMaaMe and lilat that I aT
moavea that aetuatad me. Didleationa «i^ i|(»lMf<>>9«
know ; and honestmen begin to be aitMmedioC ilill|M^ «| r«l

hOnmur on the antbor, or the patrott s..Dnt iiM^w ^*' "
the tnK I may well^ mid a plaoe, aa/i ba otaaaed'

>A( and
•oU|tl«rl»

Um
Ball
itdp

be<|^jolb»lteoto-

i

et«ni«r:tt«^/
wehiolhii#o«r»

.^M» I have aeteoted yonr Lwfdih^i thoi^ tMW
odont of yoorqdidt pohieption of tfie lidiiauNbH <»^

'

bnt sidelj on «oeo«ait of the very est«Bai?a pati

Ybor Loidship if » eoloa^ minister* and 1 adi a
aesion between ns, tberafore, in diia reIi^ion» is ao
has not only a claim to yourprotettioai but a right to^

world wUliiqr that it is in vain for the whig mmistn
of Mgaidior^ oolones, when the an of thai|ivelx4ip

ter-Big of the Greirt Western,'* remains m obaevriq(^^(
ffoiihbic ibr want of patro^MO ; and posterity, tb«i^mib^
(altboodiU is, uafbrtanat^, rathor too late, jilw«|tywiilpi
you fiUled in your first duty, as protector of coloi^t "~^"
not do the pretty upon this occasion. Great mj^'-iim^'

moriea f and it is a common tubjeci of eompluiit ipH

areawterially injured bythie defect in their s>q|iarf|8l

howitrer, may ascribe much of tiie disaroointmaVJ^tMKy
own disingenuousness. They usually M|in by ^xpiisaj
of dieicown t^nts, and disparaging tl*-*ir own pman
extolling^ ae^vrements, the liberuity, and tiie £sc«yranietffc

tions ; and the latter genendly admit the truth of bodi .#«se

)

whiohis all that is required of them, and there the mntlbrOttcilKi

the more straidit>forwaid course of te^ng the trUA : indlo fU
tracting from the merits cif this work, and undetralMng mysel^l

H|m|M

rgtf^a^'i

*r

to say, it is qu^ as good a booli, and as safe in ita tend^iea» ai ttoMjIi
eertmn faiUAnable author, who found favour at the hands of y^| |ii<fi|n!i
iflQtherefOre eminently entided to your special regard.

1 have inscribed it to you, accordingly, not fixtlbe purpose of pqruig it teak'

pUment to your Lordship, but that you may havi^mi oppwtunity of {M^ing &
yery substantial compliment to me. Like an eastern pmsent, a, is expect
''ihat U should be acknowledged by one of^1 greater vmue ; and in ordttrthat
there may be no mistake, 1 beg your Lordship to undefstand 4^9tin<^^liiat
ita merits are veiy great, and that the retuwt should be one fUlfiilfl^ j|v#a«||f
Lordship to give, and me to receive ; and not such a one (an tfii'Climplik
libela said to Lord Durham) •< as shall be unworthy of ntbo^.'* Now, 4^
Lrad. I had the pleasure of bein^ in England during the cormUition, azM d^
}^gk honour of being present at it. I will not sav I crossed the /^tlantid 6u
iHttpose, because that would not be true ; but I can safely sfqr, not that I

would go twice as far to see another, because that would be treasond^
88 well as false, but that that magnificent spectacle was well worthy of^ toil

of going twice as for fo^ the express rad solo purpose of witnessing it. Tho

i

'^^*f1

:<m



ir DSDICATION.

cathttaiasm and UDanimity of feeling that penraded all claaata of th* aa«

lenbled maltitadea. gare a charm and an inHuenoa to that gorgoooa cenim**
STtthat neither rankt nor riehea, nor nombera can erer beatow.

Upon that oceaaion, the cnatomary honoura, promotiona, medala, ribanda^

and ro]ral iaroura, were diatributed among thoae of Her Majeaty'a aubjeota

who were auppoaed to be diatinguiahed for their loyalty and derotion.

Few of them, howerer, have ainoe abon-n bjr their conduct^ that they,

were worthy of it. Inatead of being orerwhelmed with gratitode, aa I

•hould have been, had my merita been duly appreciated, tbeaepeople have
Wed the country with tbeir lamentationa. The amy complaina that ita

rawarda are by no meana adeqaate to ita deaerta. The navy proolaina.

with I noiae reacmbling that of a apeaking-trompet, that it haa net b Mb
honm red in an equal manner with the amy ; and the Eaat India legioua

Bay that the navy and Queen'a troopa have monopoliied everything that waa
valuable, and left for them only enoudh to mark their inferiority. All tUia ia

very amudng, but very ungrateful. Ptota are alwaya troubleaome. I wiah
them all to nnderatana, and you, too, mv Lord, that the eokmiea not only
did sot 1^ \n their due ahare of notice, but were forgotten altogather^ot-

withataoidiag the ihouaanda of brave and loyal peoi^le they oontaili.' They
were either overlooked, amid the numeroua preparationa fbr that great

event, or the oomueopia waa exhauated, before the hand that held it out had
reached hdf-t^ay acMMULthe Atlantic.

Your Lordahip miVatrenuoua advocate, in daya cone by, for extending
itatioB ; aifflherefore, though no whig myaelt, I htg leave to extena

Mt«tioM> yon, beeauile you were not then in the colonial ofiee

;

_ of BO man Uiere who will inform yon of the miaaion. Todnw
pnmt of liberality in thoae who, for yeara paat, have made tha ae-

of namea for royal favour, it ia only neceaaary to point to the eaae

of Miftaia peraona of colonial extraction. Now theae very impftrtial

judgee df merit appear to have forgotten that they were advanced belbre,

•Bduready covered with honoura. How much mere juat, then, aa well aa
•oarteotta, would it have been in them, to have waited for their laat atep,

vntil we had effected our firat ! But tbia ia not all ; aome of them wero aoh

pointed to govern a diatant province; then Irelaod ;. afterward to preaSat
over tSl the coloniea ; and aubaeqnently to direct the Internal affaira of the

nation in the Home Ofice. In your humid climate, it never raiaa bat it

|iN>«n ; but in the coloniea, aa in. Egypt, it never raina at all ; evinihe dew
18 iNimting. How many of theae nonoura, my Lord, would theae peraona
Iavo repeated, httd their predeceaaora remained coloniata ; and not ahow
their aenae and foreaight, by a timely removal to a country in which the lot*

taiy of life containa all theae brilliant prizea, inatead of a maaa of blanka,

•a with ua 1 What ia the neceaaary qualification for advancement f la it

lialent and induatry ? Try the pacea and bottom of the coloniata, my Lord,
•b4 you will find they are not wanting. la it humbug? There are

^*mB BMMt accionpliahed and precioua humbuga in all the provineea

;

men who could do credit to any government, and undeistmid evenr
(topular pulaation, and accelerate or retard ita motion at will, b
It agitation? The atate of Canada ahowa how aucceaafulwe are in

the exerciae of that laudable vocation. Is it maintaining the honoura of
the national flag ? The n^oat brilliant naval achievement of the Amorican
war ; the firat that occurred after a seriea of defeats ; and the laat of the

aame cailant atyle, wae thv act ofa colonist ;. and the Qheaapeake waa con-

ducted into the harbour of Halifax by a native uf the town, Haa he ever-

been rewarded by any. of tho^ special marks of favour that diatinguiah

thoae peculiarly happy men—the sons of the freeman of a little Engliah
corporation ?

We afford a wide fi^ld for.^he patronage of our more fortunate brethren
at home; and Governora, Admirals, Commissioners, and Secretariea, are
first promoted over ua, and then rewarded with faithsx promction for the
^yeritonoua endurance of a fire years' exile among the barbariana.

I^ike a good shepherd, my Lord,, open the gatea,. and let dovrn tha bara,

'f



raoicATioir. T

•adjitnUtw to crop aome of our own paitoiM, Uiat good food may tUoktn
•ttrmwoa and oovor cm rib* ; for tho noaniogi and Dlaatrng of tlw lloek,

9ft tbay atratek Ihair h««da over tbt fiuiaa that aidudaa tham, and reiaid
wiA longiiii looka the riak barbage, ia aaiy tonebing., I 'aaaare you. It doea
not baaooM ma, my Laid, to aay what I do aapaot for myeelf ; but ifthe office

ofdiatrtlMiler of hoDOura acd promotiona amoa| ooloniata, ia Taeaii|;4k there

ava ao 4tttiae layerform, and the place ia a smacura, it would auit' ma un-
aomoMitily #aHt and afford me kiaure to eukivata tahmta that are extremely
raw aaong the vaea af offioiala.

Suah a atap would aonftr great hononr on your Lordahip, and do me jua-

titti. Haviag ooauBitted ao great an arnir aa to omit the eoloniata. on that

jMooa ocoaalon, aa if wa wara aKenat it would ahow great magnanimity to

amaMwladga it now, and make reparation.

Thia, my Lord, it the ebjeatof tbia dedieatiim; and if that objaot be at-

tained, it wilt then b« in my p^wer, ahould I avtr again make my appearaaoa
before the pnUia, «ohaira aomelhing to extt^ beaides my own book, and aao<
tkar paiaon to land baaidaa.

Yonr Lordahtp*8 aoal oba *'ant

Hambb aarraav _
TiifiLAUTKOE.

NOTA aooTiA« ZIOT. IA, 1839.

.^:
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PREFACE.

WaOBTSB Bwy eondtsetnd to read thcM t ^mmiI •pittla* will natttiralljr

inqoii* how t)My «mi« into my poMMaion, and by witt ••thority they m«
acw givon to Uw worid. Tbo quevtion it cartauUy an iooportant one, ba*
aama if it akall *P!i0ar that the aaeraay of the Poat-Uffioa haa been Tiolated.

tb«in will ba a " aonraapollidini" 4<B»imition of tho confidence of the pubAie
in tbia deparlmarX Tna obviotta ibfarence ia, I confeaa, either that the
Poat-maater General haa been guilty of unpaidonaUa aeclect, or that I hare

. taken a moat nnwarrantabl^ liberty ritb hia letter-bag. Under theae eironm*
atanoea I regret that I do not feel myaelf authorised even in my own juatifi*

cation to aatiaQr the enriv'ta reader, and that the only reuly I can give at

praaeat ia^Aak Spring Rice—He ia a " fi-ank" roan and no one that haa
•Tar liateaad to hie aerioua refatation of the absurd atoiy about hia ooUeacues'
whiakaNt caa doubt that he will give the neceaaai^r explanation. He ia

devoted to the eauae of men '* of Lettera" and delighta in ** fiMrfvarding^' their

viawa. Whatever hia oonaiatency may be» few iikeae4ia) at ** ttbiforraity" ao
mnek as he doea. He haa reduced the poataga,' wNltkoiidk aumy peraoaa
aricttae him of being '^penny-wiae" in thia matter, the. raaoU will abcrar that

it ia not he bilt the public that will ba "pound-fboUdb^ilk theamt TMa
noat remtin dierefore in an '*envelqM''of myater; ttidMa ke okMcaa to
vamoTa the *' aeal" of aaoreay. To the American reader itmay noC be alto«

gethar naneoaaaaiy to atote that ** Spring Riocv" like many ether wordi aad
Cerma, haa a diferent meaning on different aidea of the AtUiatie* In Aaaeriaa
it aignifiea a email grain raiaod in low land amid much irrigation, in Iceland

a email man reared in boggy land amid great irritation : and we name of
" Paddy" ia common to both. In the former^country it aaaumea the itttapa

of '* arrack liquor," in the luter "arack" rent. In both there ie fm adhe-
aiveneaa that m aluRble, nad tkejr are prised on that account by a daaa of
peraona eidle I ^ Caijinet makera."
The Spring Rice I allude to ia the mail, net the grain, and aa an Iriak»aa

it ia " in the grain of the man" to have hir attention '^ireeted to "tianapor*
tatioil." It ia a national and natural ttait in hia charaotor. Former ^ovectt*
nenta tranquillised Ireland by tranaporting men, he more humanely <mna-
porting Lettera. He haa therefore wisely connected national ei... ition

with national postage, for it is obrioua there will be few lettera where on^
a fe«r can whto and read. Indeed it is natural to aupposethat a peojde who
deal i0 " Letters" and supply tl;e Eaglich market will become ** kterary"
men, and an Irishman will be at no loss to comprehend how " lap fave" ia

fairer than more, or how a whole populaHon that are often in a atipkiof atar*

>Aticn can rejoice in a " reduced fare." It is unkind to call thia enU|^ened
plan a " catoap«nny," or to stigmatize a .nan who is in adra!><Se of the age
aa a poit man. Equally unhandsome is it to attempt to deprive him of the
honour of tho invention, by saying the idea is borrowed from the Penny Ma<-
gazinc. Penny Encyclopedia, and other similar works ; for it is truly Irish

u its conception. If he received a hint from any one, it was from O'Uonnell
and his penny rint. Justice to Ireland requires there should be no " Dublin*'
ofpostage, and th&t he whose crre is our " ways and means," should himself
be careful not to be " mean in his ways." It is absurd to say that becaoae
the postage is rendered uniform, and one letter pays no more than another,
the salaries of the officers should be rendered uniform also, and the Poat-
maater General be paid no more than his cierk. It is true the poor writo few
letters now, because the postage is too high, and that they will be induced
to writo extensively as soon as the penny system is adopted, and thereby to
*' forge" their own chains ; but they will have no right to complain of tbia

increased expense, because it is optional with them, whether they incur it

or not : the only Question is whether we have not " poor vrntets" enough
already. We shall gain in quantity by this improved plan in proportion as



Vlll PREPACB.

w« loM in qnalitr, and reqnit* a new <* Letter press." Instead of • oon*

densad style we shkU hare condensed letters, and in place of diffuse com*
position, composition diffused. My Patron, tired of screwing the public

wilt screw eputles, and become King of the Penny-a line tribe.

4t canuot be denied that there is ground to fear that writing letters (or, as

K>rd Minto would say, to prove his knowledce of naval matters, * sheeting

it home,') will soon become the business of life. It is easy to say of your-

self that you are not at home, but not so easy to say so of your finder*,

which are always domestic in their habits ; and you cannot avoid writing

now that the excuse of waiting for a frank is removed. Lovers must expect
" frank" ineenst* by mail no longer. It is said there will be seven times as

many letters written under the new system, as there are now. What a
prospect for a man who, like me, is dying of an epistolary plethora, or, like

the tailor in the play, whose correspondence extends even to Constantino*

pie ! Universal "suffrage," I fear, will he the inevitable result. But he ia

a courteous man, is my Patron ; nay, a polished man ; whence a certain

paper, with simHar qualities, is usnnlly called " Rice paper," to denote ita

peculiarities. He will doubtless give every explanation that is required,

and if you persist, gentle reader, in your desire to be farther informed on
this subiect, I can only repeat what I have already said,—Ask Spring Rice.

Sir Robert Peel has enlarged upon the loss of revenue likely to accrue
from this measure, and says he objects to it " on principle." Now, I ap«

prove of it, " on interest." It may do very well for him who has all his

correspondence franked, to talk in this style ; but what are poor Colonists

to do, who never saw a member of parliament, or a frank either f Although
no whig, I desire an extension of the * Frank'-chise. The only obieotion 1

make to the measure is, that there ia any postage at all ; and I bold that

while the " schoolmaster is abroad," a gOod government ahould carry our
letter* for nothing. It ik idle for the administration to talk of encouraging
emigration, while they impose a tax on the transnrission of every " mail."
High posttjre predudei all correspondence. It is, as a lady of my acouaint-
ance most delicately calls it, a " preventive check'' to what Joseph Hume,
witk bis usual accuracy of language, terms " ppn-urism."

It has puxzled some people moat amazingly to know, if all the pennies go
for postage, where the *' rint" is to come from ; but that ia their affair and
not mine, and I give notice thnt unless my letters are carried " free," I shall
agitatis for a repeal of the Union '* with Nova Scotia." It is no answer to

me that " single" letters are to be rated only at one penny. What are to
become of " double entendresV and what reason is there that wit should
be taxed ? Nor am I better satisfied to find that there in to be an increaso
in the scale, proportioned to the weight of the letters. This will fall parti-

cularly heavy on me, whose Idtters have always great weight in them. 1 am
forgoing the hog—the whole hog—and nothing but the hog.

In juatice to my friend Captain Claxton, and the Board of Directors at
Bristol (from whom, upon a recent occasion, when personally suggesting the
propriety and discussing the feasibility of establishing a steam communica*
tion with Nova Scotia, I received the most friendly and noorteoua treat-

ment), 1 ought to state that I wan myself one of the passengers on board of
the Great Weatem during the voyage when this letter-bag was made up ;

indeed, as a corpulent man, I may add, with more truth thsui vanity, " quo-
rum magna pars fui." From my personal experience, therefore, 1 can say
that the writers of several of these letters have drawn largely upon their
imagination, and that I should feel that I neither did justice to its enterpria*
ing »iid meritorious owners, nor to my own feelings, if I did not avail mT-
self ct this oppr tunity to express my unqualified approliation of this noble
ahip, the liberal provision for the comfort of the passengers, and my admira-
tion of the skill, unremitting attention and urbanity of its commanaer. Cap-
tain Hoskins will doubtless feel much astonished to account for the mode ay
which I became possessed of these letters ; but I trust he knows me too
well tore()uire any other e^^planation than what I bare already given—Ask
Spring Rice.
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THE GREAT WESTERN.

No. I.

THE JOURNAL OF AN ACTRESS*

Dbak LACKA~Inst«td of writing you a letter, I send yon the leavet

of my Atlantic Journal.

33d March. Every actress that visits America, plays her part in •
Journal : why ahouldn't poor little me 1 How I loathe that word actrbss

!

it h heartless, made up, artificial, imitative, a thioff without a soul ; but

such is life. We call a fool a natural, the more fools wu for doing so.

My Journal shall at least be mine own—not the utteauicu of the thought*

of others.

Bonneted—liand-bozed—packed up—and packedoff. SteauMd down
the river (what an unpoetical word is that steam !) in a small crazy crafk,

to where our most (read spacious for ffracious) queen of the seas, tho
Great Western, lay to receive us. Nothing can exceed the beauty of
the scenery on the river. Prodigious walls of carboniferous lime-rock

(what a beautiful Bridsewater-treatise-word that carboniferous is ! how
Greenough and BuckTand and geological-like it sounds! had it been
manufactured at Birmingham it would have been carbony,) rise in pre-

cipitous boldness and majestic grandeur, to a height of three hundred feet

above the water-mark ; after which, the country, gradually laying aside

its armour and emerging from its embattlements, assumes the more
pleasing and eentle forms of sloping hills, verdant glades, and arable

fields. 'Tis the estate surrounding the Keep, the watchtower, and tho

castle ; the warrior within—the peasant and the shepherd without.

At one point we passed the site of the intended aerial bridge, a bold

conception—too bold and too grand ever to have sprung from the muddy
heads of the Cranes and Bitterns of Bristol. A rope waved gracefully

across the yawning chasm, so slender and so small as to resemble tho

silken thread of the spider, who is the first and best of Nature's architects

and bridge builders. It was almost an ideal line, it was so tin^. It

would have passed for a mathematical one if it had been straight, it was
so imaginary ; but slight as it was, it afforded a secure support for a basket

containing two passengers, who were thus conveyed with the rapidity of
birds from one of the precipitous banks to the other. It was Ariel and
his companion descending on a sunbeam. It was a pretty idea, and I

couldn't help saying so, when an American observed—I once bailed a
C

t>P^
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•teamboat on tho Miaaiitippi and aikrd the uaual aueation—" Wh«r« ar«

you from 1" to which the akipper replied—" from Heaten." *' How did

you come from ihetel" *<I greaaed the aeat of my trowaera and alid

down on a rainbow !" " What a barbarian !" I cried with vexation—it

daahed away at one rude blow all the fcrealiona of my fancy. How I hate

thoae Repblicana, the;^ are so groaa, ao unimaginative, ao barbaroua I

If a ray «f light, a apark of divinity ever penetratca their cavemoua minda,

it ia like applying tne lamp to the fire-dampa of the aubterraneoua excava-

tiona, it explodea and deatroya both. Still my attention waa riveted, (I

fear that word ia ahoppy—I think it ia blunting the end of a nail after it

ia driven ift, to prevent ita extraction—I like etymology, and will aak my
brotberlo-morrow ; if it ia ao, I "tranaport him for life") mv attention

waa attracted, I ahoiiuld rather aay, by the audden atoppage of thia litrle

mimic balloon in midway, when a cheer waa given from thia winged
chariot of the sky, and a musket waa diachar^ed, the quick, aharp report

of which was echoed and reverberated for some minutea among the rocka

and caverns of thia atupendoua gorge. When the laat aounda faded on
otir eara, a deafening cheer was returned from our steamer with hearty

S^ood will,, and we passed on. How animating ia thia oheer, ao different

rom the vile clapping of hands of the odious theatre ! oh that my eara

may never again be profaned by that gaa light, heartleaa, unmeaniiuf weU
eome ! .... Came on board . . . a crowd—a mob—how I hate them—
descended into the—what !—Gracious Heavena, into the saloon !—muat
we carry with iia the very phraseology of the houael Shall Drary pfur-

•ecute me here 1 Shall the viaiou of the theatre bo alwaya preaent T oh
spare me, I see the spectress of the real aaloon of that vile houae rite up
before me—the gentlemen blackguards—the lady courtezana. I ruahed
into my cabin, coffeed, wined, and went to bed sobbing.

38d. Bedded all day .- . . that word saloon has haunted me ever aince

.... roae in the evening—petticoated, shawled, gloved, and went and
took a last look on dear old England, (he land of " the brave and free*'—
oh that word last—the last look, laat sigh, laat farewell, how it ainka into

the heart, how it speaks of death, of disembodied spirita—of the yawning
grave. It lets down the strings ; it untunes the mind : I waa mourning
over it to my brother, I was comparing notea with him, getting at lua sen-
aationa on that dreadful word, last ; when that odioua American broke in«

unasked, with his " sentiment'*—*' Yes, female," aaid he, beaat that he
it, why did he not aay " sue one" at once 1 It is more animid like, more
beatHifuI even than his expression—" Yes, female, I aay damn the laat

too, as the shoemaker did when he tried to straighten himaelf up, after

having worked upon it all day." I thought of dear Lord B., now he
would have expired, exhaled, evaporated at auch an illustration, and then
I sighed that I had seen him too for the laat time.

24th. Furious gale—the spirit of the great deep is unchained, and ia

raging in furious strides over the world of waters. The mountaina riae

up to impede him, and the valleys yawn at his feet to receive him. "The
ocean heaves beneath his footsteps, and the clouds fly in terror from his
presence, the lightning gleam<s with demoniac flashes to illumine his ter-

rific visage, and the thunder is the intonation of his voice. Sheeted,
blanketed, and quilted, I remain enveloped in the drapery of my bed, my
thoughts looking back into the past, and timidly adventuring to peep into
the future, for some green spot (oh that dreadful theatre, I had nearly
written.Green Room) to pitch its tent upon, to stretch itaelf out by the
«ool fountain and—luxuriate.
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Uth. The tempeat ia paat, but we heave and pitch and roll like a dninkta
thing, groaning, atraining, creaking. The paroxyim ia past, but the paW
pitattona have not aubtided ; the fit ia over, but the muacular contrae-

tiona atill continue. It ia the heaving cheat, the convulaed breath, the

pulaationa that remain after the storm of the paaaiona has paaaed away.

S6th. Roae, toileted, and went on deck: what a lovely eight! The
aea lay like a mirror, reflecting the heavens on ita smooth and poliahed

aurface. Lisht clouda far away in the horiion look like the anow-capt
eummita of the everlasting hills, placed there to confine this aea of molten

glaaa within ita own domiiuon, while distant vessel*, with their spiral

maata and ailvery drapery, r*se from ita aurface, like apirita of the deep,

come to look upon and woo the gentle Zephyra. Seapnympha spreading

their winga and diaporting on their liquid meadows after their recent ter-

ror and affright. They seem like ideal beings—thoughts traversing the

mind—ahadowa or rather bright lighta—emanationa perhapa, rather than

8elf*exiatenoe—immaterialitiea—eaaencea—apirits in the moonliffht—
Wrote journal—mended a pair of ailk stockings, hemmed a pocket-hand*

kerehief, night-capped and went to bed—to dream—to idealize—-to build

aerial caatlea, to get the hysterics, and to sleep.

27th. Altered my petticoats, added two inchea for Boston puritana and
Philadelphia qaakerai took off two for the faahionablea of New York,

three for Baltimore, and made kilta of them for New Orleana. Asked
Steward for booka: he brought me " the life of corporal Jabesh Fiah, »
hero of the American revolution, in five volumea," put it in my journal,

a good atory for Lord W——, who is a hero—chattered—aung and ger-

maniied with GeneralT—-, (not conversed, for no American converaea,

he proaea, aermoniaea, or pamphleteers). Toddy*d,poor dear Sir A—~-
tauritt me that, and I wish he were here to '* brew " for me now, aa he
uaed to call it. There certainly is inspiration in whiskey, and when tem-
perance opened the door, poetry took flight, and winged ita way to hea>

en. It 18 no longer an inhabitant of earth*—ah me, we shall hold high

eonverae with angel apirita no more. It ia all Brummagem now—all

cheM> and dirty like ita coaches

—

Baii 1

39th. General T—— aaya, he ia glad I did not marry before I left

England, for Yeatrie doing ao waa taken aa a quiz on the aurched Yan-
Jkeea. Mem, won't marry on board, and if I take a republican may the

deril take me without aalt, aa the Marquis of V/ aaya—I wiah I

were a mni an Engliahman though, for men choose, women are chosen
—to aelect ia better than to be aelected, which is bazaar-like. What'e
the price of that pretty bauble 1—Ah, I like it, send it home, play with
it, ffet tired, throw it aside, no harm in that, to be acomed ia nothing, it

ia pleaaant to aoom b«^ck asain, bat to be supplanted, ah, there ia the rub.

I have a headache ; the billow for my pillow, I will be a child again and
be rocked to aleep.

S9th. A about on deck, all hands rushed up, what a stranve perrer*

aion of terma ia thia. It ia a \«»terspoiit : how awful ! The thirsty

cloud atooping to invigorate itself with a draught of the aea ; opening ita

huge mouth and drinking, yet not even deigning to wait for it, but gulp-

ing it aa it goes—we fired into it and it vanishes, its watery load is re-

turned, and " like the baseless fabric of a vision, it leaves no wreck be-

hind." It ia one of " the wonders of the great deep." That rode shock
has dispelled it. Thua ia it in life. The sensitive mind releaaeb ita

grasp of the ideal, when it comes in contact with grossness. It shrinks

withu itself. It retreats in terror. Yet what a wonderful sight it is I
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kow nMrly wtre we engulphed, swallowed up, and carried into the skr

to be broken to pieces in our fall, as the sea-mew feedron the shell-fish

1^ dashinff it, to pieces on a rock. Oh that vile American ! be too ha*

imitated Uie Mtene : he has broken my train of thought by his literal and

groYelling remark. *' Well, I vow, female, what an everlastin' noiae it

bta off its water with !" I wonder if they hiss in America : surely not,

f«r if they did such fellows as this would learn better manners—wrote

joumal-^renchified my frock to please the New Yorker8->-anbootftd—

unstay'd, and snuggled up like a kitten in bed.

30th. Sat on the deck, «'*d and musing. Dropt some pieces of paper

•erboard—^wondered whi<,her they went. Will they wander many daya

on the water, and then sink'! Thought of my journal ; it would be like

them, a little scrap r:i the great sea of literature, floating its brief dajr

;

and then, alas ! sinking to rise no more. Saturated, its light pages will

float no longer, but be consigned, like them, to an early grave ; but I

have had my day, which is more than every ** female," as the Americana
call us, has had ; and who knows but my book may be as well received 1

Bah! how I loathe that theatrical expression! as popular—that, too,

fmeUs of the shop ; ah ! I have it—as much the ton--howsoever.

3 let. Pottered on deck all da^, with General T. and my brother. The
former talked of the prairies, till I dreamed all night of the &t bulls of

Bashan, and the bofiaioes of the plain.

1st April. Oeneral T. advises me not to take my servant to the table,

as it is said Mrs. Matthews did at Saratoga ; for so far from these repub*

licane liking equality, they are the most aristocratic people in the world.

What a puzzle is man ! Poor dear Lord Czar, with all his radical no-

ttona, is tne proudest ** of his order " of any peer of the realm. Indeed,

pride is the root of all democracy. Show me a tory, and J will show you
A rational lover of freedom ; show me a radical^ and i '11 show you a

^rant. If the Americans boast so much of their equality^ as to exclude

nom their vocabulary the word *' servant," and substitute that of *' beb,"
why •L'^vld they object to those "helps" helping them to eat their ain>

nerst it passes the understanding of poor little me—how I wish sOoM
me would explain all things to mel

Sd. My brother was so-so to day, after dinner ; bat wine makes him
brilliant and witty—and why should I be ashamed to note iti It was
the sons, and not the sisters of Noah (merry old soul) that walked back-

ward and covered him, when he was too oblivious with the juice of the

grape, to recollect such vulgar things as clothes. Read, Xtalianed—

•

stitched a new chemisette.

8d. How this glorious steamer wallops, and gallops, and' iminders
along ! ahe goes it like mad. Its motion is unlike that of any Uviog thing

I know; puffing like a porpoise, breasting the waves like a sea-horse,

and at times skimming the surface like a bird. It possesses the joint

powers of the tenants of the air, land, and water, and is superior to them
ali. All night we had a glorious, splendent, silvery moon. The stars

were bright, though feeble, hiding their diminished beads before their

queen, enthroned in all her majesty. What an assemblage of the heavenly
hosts !—^how grand—how sublime ! It is a chaste beau^ is the moon,
beautiful, but cold ; inspiring fespeot, admiration, and so on, but not
love—^not breathing of passion. It is a melancholy feeling that it raises

in the bet ier ; like a pale Grecian face, that calls up emotions of ten-

derness, b. .,1:0 ardour ; and excites intevost. but not transport. Which
is the best, the imflammatory son, or the chilly moonl—^midway, per-

haps, " In
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haps, " in medio tutissimus ibis," as dear Lord B. used to say, whenever
he threaded my needle for me. I will potter with General T. about it.

He looks moonstruck himself. Tead, suppered, champained, tidied my-
self for bed, and, I fear, snored.

4th. How I hate the saloon ! I will join the Yankees, and spit upon
it. How vulgar are all these gaudy decorations of a steamer ! Why
should we pander to the bad taste of a mob for filthy lucre—why not lead

instead of rollowing—dictate, instead of submittin«[ 1 Are we, too, be-

come democratic ; and must the voice of the majority rule. Oh for an
hour of that dear little villa of Lord B.'s ! what tante, what fitness of
things to purooses, what refinement, what delicacy—'Ch for a snufT of ite

classic air—for half a yard of its Parnassian sliy ! How he would be
annihilated by a voyage in this boat—howsoever.

6th. A dies non, as the new judge used to call it when non se ipoe.

6th and 7th. Ditto, as the shop-keepers say.

8th and 9th. The ^ame as yesterday, as the doctors say.

lOth and 11th. No better, as the bulletins eay.

ISth and 13th. As well as can be expected, as the nurses say.

14th. I was asked to-day if ever I had been in love—I know not—
what is Love ! The attraction of two ethereal spirits—sympathy—bu%
these spirits are only seen through mortal coil. The worm feeds and
battens where love has revelled. Can we love what corruption claims

as its own 1 Do we not mistake natural impulses for this divine feeling 1

What a pity Love clogs his wings with sweets, becomes sated—tired

—

soured. Platonic love is nearer perfiection—it has more reason and less

passion, more sentiment and less grossness. To love is to worship—
with my body I thee worship—but that is not love, it is dMfa«~~with my
soul I thee worship—but that is idolatry. If we worship with neither

body nor soul, what is love 1 Lips I can it reside in them 1 the breath

may be bad—the teeth unsound—the skin erysipelatous. Bah I Love »
leper 1 What is Love then 1 It is a phantom of the mind—an hallact-

nation—an ignis fatuus, Will-of-the-Wisp. Touch it, and it dissolves-
embrace it, and a shadow fills your arms—speak, and it vanishes. Ala^
{lOye i^ not ! Howsoever—^went to bed—^wept for vexation like a child,

and when wearied with sobbing, slept.

16th. Land ahead—a strange land too—yes, though they speak Eng-
lish, a foreign land—the domam of the rebellious Son who mutinied and
fought hu parent. Can, I auk myself, can a blessing attend such an un-

naturayHuBpt—nous verrons. The pilot is on board : what are the

first ^MHps 1 the price of cotton and tobacco. They are traders

—

are the ztmcees ; and I hate trade, its contracted notions and petty de-

tails. I think I see Lord B. turn in scorn from the colloquy, his fine

aristocratic face expressive of intellectual contempt at such sordid cal-

culations. Would that he were here, that we might retire to the cabin

and'have a reading of Shakspeare together, drink at the inspired fount,

and philosophize on men and things ; but alas, he is gone where all must
go ! and I nave gone where none would wish to go ! Poor little me

!

Thus endeth the last day of the steamer.

Yours always,

Mary Cooke.
C8
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No. II.

LETTER
FROM CATO MIGNIONETTE (THE COLOURED STEWARD)

TO MR, LAVENDER.
Mt dbar Labcndbb—

Since I ab de pleasure to see you on board de La^ Jackson liner, I

leave de line myself, and now is on board de Great Western steamboat,

ob which I ab de command. You ab seen Fourth-July-day, Mr. La-

bender ; well, he no touch to it: and you ab seen de g'-eat New York

aaob to pull down coloured people's housen ; well, dat not noting to it

needer : and you ab seen de great fire ; well, de crowd dere not fit to

hold a handle to it. Oh ! you neber ! bat I tell you more by and by.

We hab one hunder and ten passenger, big and leetle, and some damn
big ones dere is too, which is more dan one steward can provide for gin-

teelly ; and my servants do gib me werry great trouble so dey do. First

I hab all English ; well, de English werry stupid, werrv sarcy, and lazy

«9 de debil : you can't beat noting into dere dam tick heads, and dey is

^is too eavy heeled for servants ; so I jist discharge em all : I woulan't

ab dem if dey work for noting, de great good for noting lubbers; and I

ire coloured people in dere place. Dey werry much more better den de

tfash ob whites ; but still dey no please me, for I neber like to aee de

Eass grow under de feet ob de w&Hers, and dere is too many for ine to

ok arter all alone myself.

-^e Captain he man-o'-war buccra, and dey is all eassed stiff, and most
too big men for dere breeches ; and when he walky de decjl^ he only see

de stars and de sun ; he no see de ship an de passenger, but leab all to

me, which give me an everlastin sight ob trouble. He ought to come
m& help me at de bar hissef, so he had ought ; but he too proud for dat,

and so is all dem what has de swab on de shoulder,—and proper hard

iMirgain de qfaeen hab of some of dem too, I tell you, Mr. Labender.

By Golly ! but I most wore out, and dat is de truth. Steward here, and

•teward dere, and steward ebery where ! Well, I say, 'coming, sat !'

tmt I takes care neber to come to none at all, and when dey is tired ob
oalling dey come ob demselves to me, and find out to de last it would be
•bery bit as good for em to hab com at first and sabe der« wind to pool

dere soup wiu. But I make sception ob de Ladies, de dear cnttura : I

do lub em, and likes to tend on em, dey is so helpless, po^Jii|k ^^^
one ting I must say, and dat is, de white ladies do luhwennV gr^Zt
werry stiff, indeed, Mr. Labender : you ab no notion ob it, rio more den

fi child. < Steward, a leetle weak, werry leetle weak brandy and water

;

but mind'and let him be werry weak.' Yes, marm, I say, and away I

goes to mix it. Poor leetle tings, I knows werry well what werry weak
means ; it means half and half, jist as I likes him myself. Wdl, when
I takes it to de l«a -, she makes a face like de cabbage-leaf« all pnckeiy,
puckery, wrinkley, wrinkley ; and arter fber eo leetle ob a swig at it, she

Sibs him back agin to me :
' Oh ! steward !' she say, * how could yaw

!

at is too trong
; put in a leetle drop more water, dat is a good steward.*

Well, I knows what dat means, too ; so I goes back and puts in one
glass brandy more, and two lumps obde sugar more, and stir him up well
wid de spoon, and gib him leetle nutmeg for de flavour : try dat, marm,
I say ; see how you like him ; I most fear he too weak now. ' No,
steward,' she say, and she smile werry sweet, de leetle dear ; ' dat wUl
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I dear; <dst will

i

do werry well, now ; dat Jist right, now. Always take care to mix my
brandy and water weak, for I isn't used to him trong, and he get into

my head.' Yes, marm, I say ; now I knows your gauge, I fit you ex-

actly to a T, marm. De dear leetle critturs, de grog he do warm em
hearts, and brighten de eye, and make him werry good naturod. I

knows dat by mysef ; I always feels better for de stiff glass ob grog.

Poor leetle tings, but dey do like him werry stiff, werry stiff indeed ; it

is actilly astomshin how stiff dev do takes him.

As to de men passengers, I always let him shift for demselves.Tor dere

isn't werry few ob dem is real superfine gentlemen, but jist refidge a

leetle wamished ober de surface, like all pretence. Dey all make him-

belieyo dat dey know wine ; when, iam em, dere isn't hardly none ob'

em know him by name even. One buccra says, * Steward, I can't drink

dis wine ; it is werry poor stuff. What de debil do you mean by gibbin

me sich trash as dis ? be not fit to drink at all : change him directly, and
ib me some dat is fit for a gentleman.' Well, I takes up de wine, and
^oks at him werry knowin, and den whisper in his ear, not to speak so

loud, lest ebery body hear ; and I put de finger on my nose, and nods

;

and I goes and brings him anoder bottle ob de werry identical same
wine, and he taste him, smack his lip, and say, * Ah ! dat is de wine,

steward ! Always bring me dat wine, and I remember yon when I leab

de ship.' Hush ! I say, massa ; not so loud, sir, if you please, for dere

istOnly a werry few bottles ob dat are wine, and I keep him for you ; for

I sees you knows de good wine when you sees him, which is more nor
most gentlemen does. Dey is cussed stupid, is dem whites, and werry
conceited, too, Mr. Labender ; but dere is noting like lettin him hab hu
own way. Den dey all speak different language. One man is French-
man : well, he calls steamboat, ** bad toe :" de Qennan, he Call him^
" dam-shift-fard." One calls a plate, "as yet;" anoder name him,
** skelp eye ;" and de tird man call him, *' taller ;" and de fort say ''plat-

ter ;" and ebery one amost hab a different word for him. Dere is no
makin head or tail ob em, no how : I don't try no more now at all—

I

only gib de head a shake, and pass on.

We hab got too many masters, here, Mr. Labender, a great deal too
many. Now, whan I was been in de line packet, sir, and want um pitcher,

1 20 to captain, and say. Captain, I want um pitcher, and he say werry well,

Mr. Mignionette, (he neber call me steward, like de sarcy, proud, man*
o-war buccras do) werry welK Mr. Mignidnette, den buy um ; and I buys
um for one dollar, and charge him one dollar and half—de iialf doUar for

de trouble, and leetle enough it is, too ; for crockery he werry brittle—

so far, 80 good. Now when I has occasion, I go to captain, and say, I want
um pitcher, sir. Werry well, steward, he say, make a report in writing.

Den I goes and makes a report for pitcher in writing for de skipper ; and
skipper he makes anoder report to de great captain in Bristol ; and dat
captain, he call togeder de great big directors—plaguy rich men they is,

too, I tell vou, and he read my report to de skipper, and skipper report

to him, and dey all make speeches round de table, as they does in congress,

and if dey is in good humour it is voted—^ycs, I ab him. Den captain he
send for clerk, and clerk he issue order for pitcher to some dam white
feller or anoder, to Bristol, who send me one worth a dollar, and charge
um boat two dollar for him. Well, company lose half dollar, I lose half

dollar, and all lose a great deal of time. Werry bad derangement dat, sir,

werry bad, indeed ; for dere is too much cheenery in it to work well.

Sy-and-by dey find oat too many cooks spoil de broth| or else I knowa
iiothiiig--data all.
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Den dey holds me sponsible for all de plate, which is not fair, by no
manner o means at all, is such a mood of scaly whites as we ab on board

:

and where ebery man is taken what pays passage ; s^d sometimes dsm
white fellers is no better nor him should be, I tell you. Toder day I sell

some small ting to de outlandish Jew, who no speaJc werry good English ;

and I eoei into his cabin, and I say, come, massa, I say, our voyage ober

now ; nim pilot on board, so you fork out, ma^sa, if you please. Well,
he stantnd like a shy horse—what dat you say 1 says he. You fork out,

now, massa, I say. Den he goes round, and he bolt de d(K>r ; and den
he say, I give you one sovereign, steward, if you no mention it. Oh ! I

say, I neber mention him, massa, neber fear, and I is werry much obliged

to you, sir, werry much indeed. Den he say, here is de forks, and he
gives me back three silver fc ka. I tookt um by mistake, he say, and I

hope you no mention him. Oh, ho ! says I to myself, is dat de way de
cat jumps now ; I see how de land lay—I come jew over you, my boy
—my turn come now. Four sovereigns more, massa, and steward he
keep mum ; and if you no pay de money, I go bring c^tain, passenger,

and ebery one. Well, him sovereign break his heart amost, but he shell

him out, for all dat, afore I go ; one—two—three—four—^five sovereigns.

All*8 right now, massa, I say ; dat is what I call '* forking out." Jist as

I ttims for to go, he say, how yoq know J ab um,J steward—anybody tell

you 1 Oh, massa, I say, I know de tief, so far as I see him. When I

clap mjT eyes on you fust, by gosh 1 kno|v you for one obdem dam raseali

—no mistake, massa ; face neber tell um lie~rhe always sneaky de truth.

I hab to keep my eyes about me all de time, Mr. Labender, I tell you ;

and de command o dis ship is too great fatigue for one man ; dey mast
give, me some officers under me, or I resign my place, and throw him up,

and return to de line again, which is more selector and better company as
steamboats has.

Please to ab de goodnesjt to make my respects to Miss Labender, and
to all de young ladies to home, who, I hopes to have de happiness to see

in good health and spirits, when I hab opportunity to wisit dem, which ap-

pears werry long indeed since I hab—-almosfi an age. 1 take de liberty

to send a pair of most superfine stockings, of de flesh-colour silk, of de
newest fashion, for each ofde young ladies, which I hope dey will da me
de honour to wear in remembrance of me ; and now I be.

My dear Labender,

4 Your vest obedient help,

CaTO MlONlOMBTIB.

NO. IIL

LETTER
FROM CAPTAIN HALTFRONT OF THE REGIMENT OF

FOOT, TO LT. FUGLEMAN.
Mt Dear Tvolkhxv —

You will naturally inquure how I like the Great Western, the
speed and splendour of which has been the theme of every new^aper,
for the last year, and will, perhaps, be somewhat surprised to read the
account I am now about to give you. I own that I fear my narrative
will appear to you as the production of a disordered mind, the ef^sion
of low spirits, and an irritable disposition ; and that you will regard me
as the voluntary victim of a morbid sensibility. I wish, for my own
sake, that this were the case, and that the day misht arrive when I
could look back upon the degradation and mbery I have recently en-

dured, as|
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dored, as only imaginarv. But, alas ! my dear fellow, it is no phantooa
of the brain, but a sad reality—reality do I say, it falls far, very far

diort of the reality which no words can paint—^no pen describe. There
are some things connected with the Great Western which, I am aware,
affect people differently, who are placed under different circumstances
from earh other. For instance, steam navigation may be all very well
for those whose object is business ; but mine happens to be pleasure

;

or, for those who are in a hurry, which I am not ; or, for such as con-
sidering time to be money, are desirous of economizing it ; but I wish
to spend both, and to spend them agieeably. To me, therefore, to

whom none of these considerations appfy, it is an unmitigated evil.

My first disappointment, and one which gave me an early intimation

of much of the misfortune that was in store for me. was not ctnjoying as
I had hoped, from the payment of forty-two sovereigns, the exclusive oc-

cupation of my state joom. This is indispensable, I will not sav to

comfort, but to common decency. I have the honour and pleasure of ha-

vuig a most delectable chum, who, besides many minor accomplishments,
chews tobacco, spits furiously, talks through his nose, and snores like a
Newfoundland dog. Many of his habits are too offensive even to moa*
tioD» and you may therefore easily imagine what the endurance of them
for twen^-two days must have been. He constantly uses my towdto

instead of his own. Whenever he brunbes his hair (which I believe he
nevvr dressed before) he uses my clothes-brush, and I am compelled to

refrlibi from that apinropriated to tOf teeth, onder an arorehension that H
has inffered a similar contamination. He is dreadfully sea-sick, and he
is either too indolent or too ignorant to make use of the ordinary aj^-
anoes. His boots are made of viUanous leather, and actually poison

nie ; and to add to my distress, be invariably draws back his curtain

that he may amuse himself by inspectinf^, at his leisure, the process of
my toilette. Bad as the air of my room is, I cannot venture at nMit to

open my cabin-door, for the purpose of ventilation ; for the black ser-

vants sleep on the floor of the saloon, and the effluvia is worse than
that of a uaver. Driven from my dormitory at daylight, I resort to the
poop-dock, to enjoy a little fresh air, but here I am met by a host of
snobo and foreigners, who smoke incessantly. Stifled by the fumes of
tobacco, which I never could endure even when well and ashore, I am
soon compelled, in order to save my life, to dive again into the mloon.
In the descent, I find myself involved in the eddies and whiripools of a
mob of some hundred and twenty passengers, hurrying to breakfast,

nvhere cold tea, hard biscuits, greasy toast, stale eggs, and mountains
of coU meat, the intervening valleys of which are decorated with beef»

ateaks floating with grease, await me to tempt my delicate appetite.

Waiters, who never wait, and servants who order every thing, and
though deaf, are never dumb, fly from one end of the saloon to ^e other

IP terrific haste, theatens to overturn every one that happens unfortunately

to be in their way. Vociferous claimsibr attendance that is never given,

and the still louder responee of *• coming sir," from him that never

comes, the clatter of many dishes, the confusion of many tongues, the

explosion of soda bottles, the rattle of knives and forks, the uproarous

laugh, the ferocious oath, the deep-toned «oice of the steward, and the

shrill, discordant notes of the mulatto woman, create a confusion that no
head can stand and no pen describe. It is absolutely analling. The
onslaught, however, is soon over, the carnage ceases, ana the hosts re-

tire ; bat what a rabble rout—4iurry scurry, pell mell, helter 8keUer» to
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ecure priority, to book yourself for—but I cannot go on—it cannot he
named. Distressed, dejected, and ill, I retarn to the facant saloon, when
lo ! two A fricans, each bearing immense piles of plates, commence deal-

ing them out like experienced v hist players, and with a rapidity that is

perfectly astenishing. These are followed by two others, who pitch, by

» pleight of hand, uie knives and forks into their respective places, like

qtioits, and with equal accuracy. It is preparation for lunch—the gong
soands, and the stream of passengers pours down the hatchway again*

with a rash aimilav to that of shippihg a see. The wave rolls iore and
•ft, and then surffee heavily from one side to the other, and finding its

level, gradually auhiideM into something like a uniform surface. All have
now found their places, save a lady immovably nailed to the wall by a
mulatto girl, it. an unsuccessful attempt to pass in the narrow gangway.
The struffgle to disengage themeelves is desperate, but ineffectual, until

fiftv people rise, and by displacing the tabic ^ve room for a passage.

What a nosejray for the bosom of an emancipai,I*^(( Jamaica Viceroy f a
white rose budded on a black one—oh, the very odours exhaled by that sa^

ble beauty, suffocate me even at this distance of timo 1 Now rise the mitt-

en voices, the- confused sounds, the din of corks, glasnes, and plates,

but louder than before, for wine exhilarates ; and those who were unable
to rise to breakfast, have succeeded to join the party at lunch. Again
the flock rises on the wing, and ttdces flight with a noise compounded of
the clmtterinff of magpies and the cawing of rooks—the fragment! are
gathe^, and the vround cleared of the refuse of the repast. I w9l en>
joy thia respite—iwill while away the'^time with a book, and withdraw
my mind from the contemplation of my misery ; but alas ! the same
earthenware gambl'^rs appear again, io exhibit their tricks of plates, in

preparation for dinner. I once more reluctantly mount the dock with
uneasy and unsteady steps, where, after executing a variety of rapid evo-
lutions on its greasy surface, rendered still more treacherous by fraf•

ments of orange-peel, I fall, heavily tripped by some kind prrtrading foot,

puaA am dreadfully cut in my face and hands by angular nutshells, wbush
fare scattered about with the same liberality as the rind of the orange.

Shouts of laa^ter solace me for my misfortune, and coarse jokes in

iSngliah, German, French, and Yankee, assail me in all quarters. There
is but one alternative—I will retire to my den, miscalled a state-room

;

but alas ! my amiable chum has used my basin—my towel is floating on
it, as in pity to my sufferings to hide its contents—and the ewer is

empty. How are these evils to be remedied 1 tl.? noise of the saloon i«

too great for my feeble voice to be heard—the servants are too basy to

attend, and I am too weak to assist myself. But what will not time, pap
tience, and good nature effbct 1 I have succeeded at last-— my wounds
are covered with plasters, my toilette effected—and Io ! the gong agaiti

sounds'—the harpies again « ::8emble—and the same scene ensues that

was presented at breaUast aud lunch.

But ah me ! what a mes/i is the dinner! It is 'scabies occupat ex-
tremum,' or the devil take the hindmost. I look around the table to see
if there is anything I can eat. There is a dish which I think I can try.

I cast an imploring look upon the steward and another upon the dish, ot
rather on the spot wb«re it stood, for it is gone, fled to another table and
returned no more. I must try again. There are fowls.—A wing with
a slice of ham, I think, I might venture upon, but ala»! he who <;arvea

exclusively for himself and his party, has removed the wings and every
Other delicate part, and sends me the dish and the skeletons to bolp
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myaelf. I ei^imine the table again, and again decide to make an effort

to eat, but the dinner is gone and the dessert has supplied its place.

Who are these fellow-passengers of mine 1 are they sportsmen t hta
the word ' course' awakened the idea of a race, and do they eat for 9

wager, or are they marketing and anxious to get the value of their mo*
ney 1 H&ve they ever drunk wine before, that they call that port-wiH
and water hock, or that sour gooseberry champaigne 1 or do they ever
expect to drink affttin, that thi.y call for it so often and so eagerly 1 I

will now enjoy a little' quiet—I will enter into a conversation with my
neighbours ; but who shall I talk to 1 That old married couple annoy
me by showing their yellow teeth and snarling, aid that new married
coupw disgust me by their toying. I cannot speak Spaniih, and that

German understands neither English nor French. There is no conver-
sation ; the progress of the Ship—Niagara—machinery, and the price

of cotton and tobacco, are the only topics ; or if thene standard tunea
admit of variation, it is an offer . a Polish Jew to exchahge a musical
snuff-box for your watch, or to chefat you in a bet on a subject that

admits of no doubt. I will follow Miss Martineao's advice, I will try to

discover ' the way to observe,' I will study character.

What again, Mr. Dealer in delfts ! is there no respite for the teeth, no
time for digestion 1 Is eating and drinking the only business of life 1—
Clearing the table for tea, Sir—It is tea time—You will find it pleasanter

on deck. Oh that deck, that treacherous deck ! the very thoughts of it,

and iti orange-peel, pulverized glass, and broken nut-shells, make my
wounds bised afresh. But I will be more careful, I will take heed to my
ways, I will backslide no more, nor prostrate myself again before the

mnliitade : I will ascend and look that I fall not. But hark ! who ia

that unfortunate being, whose last agonizing shriek has thrilled me with
horror, and who those hardened wretches that exult in his pain ? Whence
that deafening cheer, that clapping of hands, that uproarous stamping of
feetl Is death itself become a subject of merriment, and are the fast

fearful moments of life a fitting occasion for laughter 1 It is a German,
who, merely because he i#a German, must forsooth be able to sing, and
it is his screaming, that is delighting the mob and calling forth these

reiterated plaudits.—^How brutal is ignorance, how disgusting is vulgar
pritension ! but far above all these human voices rises that inhuman
sound of the gong, again, and summons this voracious multitude to their

fourth meal. The herd is again possessed with the unclean spirit, and
rushing violently down the precipitous descent, is soon lost in the vasty

depths below. I will not follow them, but availing myself of the open
space they have deserted, avoid at the same time the tobacco and its

accompaniments on deck, and the noise and gluttony of the cabin, and
enjoy for once the luxury of solitude. ,My strength, however, is unequal
to the exposure—the night air is too cold, and the sea too rough for my
emaciatea body. Though revived, I am becoming chilled ^nd suffer

from the spray, which now falls heavily. The sound of the last plate

has died away, and I must retreat to avoid these repeated shower-baths.

Whist, loo, chess, drafts and back-gammon have fortunately prodtl^^ a
comparative quiet ; but how is this 1 I shall faint—the heat is drea^l—

*

the oppression perfectly intolerable. Fifty voices exclaim at once, the
skylight ! open the skylight ! death or the skylight !—It is opened, and
ere the cool breeze ventilates the tainted atmosphere, sixty voices are

heard vociferating : it flares the candles ! it puts out the lights ! the
draught on the head is insupportable. No two can agree in opinion, and
the confusion is indescribable.
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I take no intereat in the dispute ; fainting or freezing Is alike to me*

I ahall die, and die so soon, that the choice of mo<le is not worth consi-

teing. Heat or c(||d, or both in aguish succession—anything, in short,

ieMtter than noise. I hope, no<¥, at all events, that the eating for the

day is past. Steward, come hither, steward

—

l||firing it directly, sir^~

'^Nay—I called not for anything ; but come here, 1 wish to speak to yoa.

Have it in a moment, sir—I am waiting on a gentleman.

It is useless, 1 will inquire of my neighbour. Pmy, sir, (and tremble

for his answer,) pray, cir, can you inform me whether we are to have

•apper

1

Why, not exactly a regtilar supper, sir ; there should be, though ; we
pay enough, and ought to have it : and, really, four meals a-day, at sea,

are not at all sufficient. It is too long to go from tea-time to breakfast,

without eatinj. But yuu can have any thinf you call for ; and I think

it is high time to begin, for they close the bar at ten o'clock—steward,

brandy and water. It is the signal ; voice rises above voice, shout above

«lhout. Whiskey, rum, cider, soda, ham, oysters, and herrings—the de*

mand is. greater than the supply. Damn them, they don't hear ! Why
the devil don't you come 1 Bear-a-hand, wilt you ! Curse that six-foot,

he is .\s deaf as a post ! You moat particular, everlastin, almighty snail,

do you calculate to convene me with them are chicken fixings, or not

!

I hope I may be shot, if I don't reciprocate your inattention, by a sub-

atraction from the amount of your constitutional fees—that's a fact*

Blood-and-ounds, man, are you going to be all night !—Hoi dieh der

Teofel ! what for you come notf Diable !—Depechez done bete.

. The bar is shut, the day is past, the scene closes, the raging of the

elements is over, and a lull once more prevails. Not a sound is heard,

but the solitary tinkling of a spoon on the glass, as it stir^ up the drege

of the toddy, which is supped with miserly lips, that hang fondly and
eagerly over the last drop. I will read, now ; I will lose in the pathetic

story of Oliver Twist, a sense of my own miseries. It is one of the

few novels I can read. There are some touches of deep feeling in it.

Oh ! that horrid perfume ; it is a negro—his shadow is now over me ; I

feel his very breath ; my candle is rudely blown out, without either notice

or apology ; and the long, omoking wick, reeking of tallow, is left under

my nose, to counteract by its poison, the noxious effiuviA of the African.

How dare you, sir 1 Oiders, sir—^ten o'clock—^lights out in the saloon.

I have no objection to the order, it is a proper one ; and whether proper

or not, it is sufficient for me that it is an order ; but it should be executed,

if not with civility, at least with decency. But I submit ; I crawl off to

my den again, thankful that I shall be left alone, and can commune with
myself, in my own chamber, and be still. But no ! my chum is there ;

he is in the joint net of expectorating and undressing. It is a small piaca

for two to stand in ; a dirty place to be in at all. But time presses, my
head swims in dizziness, and I must try. My coat is half ofi^ and my
arms pinioned by it behind me ; and in this defenceless state, a sudden
roll of the ship brings my companion upon me, with the weight of an
elephant ; and in the fall, he grasps and carries with him the basin. We
elide from side ; we mop the floor with <'v:r clothes—but I cannot pro*

ceed. Niagau would not purify me ; the perfumer of Arabia would not
sweeten me. Oh, death ! where is now thy sting 1 Why didst thou
re spect me in the battle-field, to desert ne in uie hour of my need 1

Why was I reserved for a fate like this ; to Uio like a dog ; to be pinioned

in a steamer.
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If I shosld still survive, dear Fugleman, which I do not expect and can-
not wish, I return not by a steamer. I shall go to |^alifax and take pa»*
age in a Falmouth packet, where there is more society and lesa of a
mob, where there is more cleanliness and less oplendour, vhere eating k
not the sole business of life, but t>nno is given yor to eat, here the e<u»
paay is so agreeable you seldom wish to be alon^, bui whb.e you cainft
alone if you wish ; in short, where you can be among Gentlemen.

Believe me, my dear Fugleman,
Yours always,

John Haltfront.

f«- No. IV.

LETTER
M. SHIP LAPWING TO AN
INCONSTANT.

FROM A MIDSHIPMAN OF H,
OFFICER OF THE

Dbas Ja«k—
Land ahead my bor, and to-monow we comedown withfthe dutt|

not coal dust, please the pigs, nor gold dust, for I never coulTVaise th*
wind to raise tnat kind of dust, but real right down genuine Yankee dust

AM*, no mistake.—What dost thou think of that. Jack 1 Oh it blew till

all wjis blue again, the whole voyage, but our '•-.oking steed, the charm-
ing Opidercle*; behave^ nobly. She flew thro' the water like the atreaaa

tbro*TOe flue, she never broke a backet, canied away a cosUskuttle, or
prung a poker, but behaved like a dear little scullion as sjie is. Shf
Mddled like a duck, and hissed like a swan. She ran a race with mother
Carey's chickenn, and beat tliem by a neck. Oh, she is a dear love of »
moke, Jack. If we haven't had any distinguished living charaeters on
board, we have had the honour of carrying the ** ashes of the grated' (old

pan that. Jack, but we always wear old clothes and fire old puns at set,

you know) and althoocrh we have been accied of ' poking' our waf
aerose tiie Atlantic, I don't know how that applies to us, for we kept a
*' stra^ht course," ran like the dovil, and cleared " all the bars." It wm
A " stining" timo on board, every countenance was ' lighted' up,«iand

thou^ there was much * heat,' there was no ' quarrelling.' ' Falling out*

however woOld be much less dangerous than * falling m,' and there is

ome^ttle dififerenee between a " blow up" and a '* blow out," as you and
I haj^pen to know to our cost.—We have lots of land-lubbers on board,

young agitators, fond of " intestin% commotions," who are constantly
** spouting }" maidens, whose bosoms " heave ;" young clerks, who '* cast

up accounts ;" custom-house officers, who '* clear out ;" sharpers given
to *<over reaching," Jews, who at the taffrail "keep a pass over;" law-

yers, who "take nothing by their motion ;" doctors, who have "sick
visits ;" choleric people, who cannot " keep down their bill ;" bankrupts,

who "give up all they have;" apendthrifta, who " keep nothing long ;'*

idlers, who do nothing all day but " go up and down ;" men of business

exhibiting "bills of lading-" swindlers, who "cat and run;" military

men, who *' aurrendcr at discretion
;'

' boys, that quarrel and " throw up
at cards ;" servants, that cannot " keep their places ;" auctioneers with
their going—^ing-—sone ;

preachers, who say " they want but little here

belor iK>r want that Tittle long;" hypocrites, that make "long faces ;"

gramblera, that are " open mouthed ;" baoblers, that " keep nothing in ;**

painters ever reluctant " to show their palette ;" authors, that cannot

conceal " their effusions ;'* printers, that never leave " their sheets ;^

D
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and publiehera, that firit ' pufT and then " bring forth thair traah {" in

hort, men of all aorta in <* one comnaon meaa.'' Lord I what fun It is»

doai Jack, to aee these creaturea. Good chriatiana they are too, for they

'give and take.' They return all kiudneaa with intereat. Charitable to

A degree, for they give all they have and " atrain" a poht to do their ut-

iMtat. Candid aouia I they •' keep nothing back,'* but " bring everything

fwward" without any consideration for themaelvea ; althongh thert ia no
dai>ger of death, they are reaigned to die. Their pride ia a* humbled,

that they no longer " carry their heads high" or are burthened with a
"proud atomach,'* but are content to remain in the place they occupy.

—

^e vanitiea of dreaa they wholly discard, and would be diseusted tt the

•iffht of new dolhs or of finery.—They are abateroioua at table, nnd taato

01 the biltera of thia world on principle.—What can be more edifying,

Jaek 1 It ia aa good aa a aermon, ia it not 1 Then when they ataiid on
t'other tack, it la aa good aa a play.—Hallo ! what'a thial Oh dear

!

I beg your pardon, air, I do inden<' , but when it cornea on ao audden, it

blbdi; me ao I can't aee ; I am so sorry I mistook your hat for th* baain

•—Don't mention it, madam, but oh Lord ! my atool ia loose behind, and
iway wiiMth roll together into the lee>scupperB, and are ^aahed firat for-

fvard and Uien aft. Hope yon are not hurt, madam, but I could not held

on behind^ it came ao audden, we ahipped a aea—I hope I shall never mo
• ebip again. It'a a wonder ahe did not go down that time, for ahe waa
pooped.—Oh air ! did you ever 1 do call the ateward, jpleaae, do take me
mIow, I shall never aurvive thia, I am wel through—ir ever I reacll land,

obody will catch me afloat again. I am so aahamed I ahall dio, I hope
I didn't—certainly not, madam, the long cloak prevented any thing of that

kind. Well, I am so glad of that, pray, take me down while i can go^

liar I have awallowed so much of that horrid aalt water.—Pretty dialogua

that, ia it not 1

i

Oh I my dear fellow ! you may go round the world in a king's j||ip

Oaeen's ship, I mean, God blesa her ! and raiae up a boat of enomiea to

er, that we may lick them and get our promotion)
;
yon may go round

it, but you never go into it. If you Want to aee life, take a trip in an
Atlantic ateam packet. That'a the place where people ' ahow up' what
thef are. But atop ! Juat look at that poor wretcn near the wheol

:

how white he looka about the gilla ! aitting wrapped up in hia cloak, like

patience at a monument, waitmg for hia turn to turn in next, and not
oarhig how soon it comes, either. He ia too ill to talk and hates to be
spoken to, and for that very reaaon I will addreaa him. How do yon find

ypurself now, sir 1 I hope you are better. He dreada to open hia moutii,

for fear he ahould give vent to more than he wishes. He ahakes his

head only. Can I give you anything 1 Another shake ia the only replj.

A little sago 1 He is in despair, and gives two ahakea. A little arrow-root,
with brandy in it ? it is very good. He is angry ; he has lost hia caution,

and attempts to answer ; but suddenly placing both hands to his mouth,
runs to the tafrail. Poor fellow ! he is very Ul, veir ill, indeed. He re-

turns and takes his seat, and his head falls on hia bosom ; but he maat
be rough-ridden before he will be well-trained, so here ia at him again

;

Pray let me send you a little soup with Cayenne. He givea half a dozen
angry shakes of the head. But the only thing to be relied upon is a
slice of fat pork fried with garlic ; it ia a apecific. He makes a horrible

mouth, aa iJP the very idea would kill him ; shuts hia eyes close, aa if it

would prevent his hearins ; and folding his cloak over his head, turns
Yoand and lies down on the deck in despair. The officers of the watch

people,
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and I eichange winks, and I pass on to the saloon, for a glaas of (what
the navy has gone to the devil without, since it has become too faahioi^

able to use it as Nelson did), for a glass of grog.

But, Oh ! mf eyee ! look here. Jack ! bear a nand this way, my boy

!

Down th^ campsnion-way with you, as quick as you can, and look at Uiat

poor devil pinned to the state-room door, with a fork through the palm
of hia hand, which the ateward atruek there in a tee lurch. Hear him,
bow ha ewaara and roara ; and see the steward standing looking at him,

and hoping he hasn't hurt him : aa if it eoold do anything else Init hurt

him. See what faces he makea, aa if he was grinnmg through a hon^
eoUar at Saddler's Wells. What a iubject for Gruikahanka t I mail
B0t iuflRw him to be released till I aketch him. Where the devil ia mr
pencil 1 a guinea for a pencil ! Oh ! here it is, and the paper too. I

must have thia living caricature. Stop, ttewant, don't touch thaf fork

for your lifo ; call the doctor ; perhaps you have struck an artery, (I hava
him)—the blood might flow too freely, (I wish he would hold atill)—or

yon might .#ound a nerve, ^he twiats about ao there ia no sketching him)
-^in which case lockjaw might perhaps ensue, (how he roars ! there is n*
eatchiag that mouth)—nistly iron is very dangoroua to wounds, (I Ipva
him now^ by Jove !)—especially to wounds in the hand and feet, (tiiat

will do now ; let ua see what he will do). ".Steward, why don't yo«
' fork out,' you raacal 1 ' Draw,' you scoundrel, or I *D mofdor yioa.

ThtH * fork' haa apoiled the carving of the door. ' Palmy' timaa, tti«M f

That * tine' ia not * tiny,* air. It ia a ' great bore' to be bored through tha

hand m that * unhandaome' manner." I beg pardon, air, usf» the steward,

it wu not my fault ; but this ship is so * unhandy,' it it, indeed, sir.

EittiMa me, my good fellow, I say (for I cannot lose this opportunity)

•-««xaiisa me ; but vou have put a stopper on your whist playing. " How
«#, airl" Your adveraary can see into your hand. " Humph ! Don't
Uiaak you for your joke." It would be a deviliah good joke if you did.

8o now, Jack, you eee what a '* trip of pleasure" means among theaa
land lubbera : and that ia better than " pmning your faith to my uefeTe,**

aa the atevirard did to that aea-calfs of a passenger.

But here comes a great vulgar conceited ass of a C ockney, who thinks

we are bound to talk of nothing, during the voyage, but steam machinery,

two aubjaets which I detect atove all others ; they are ao technical, ao
shoppy, so anobbiah. Hear him.

Pray, Mr. Piaton (who the devil told him my nane was Piston 1 It'ji

one I hate, it aounds so Brummagem-like, and I h^te a fellow thiMliseB

it unceremoniously)—Pray, sir, do you know the principle of this

boati
I have that honour, sir ; he is Captain Claxton, of Bristol.

No, no ; I beg pardon ; not who, but what ia the principle 1

Oh ! exactly ; now I take. The principal, sir, is 80,000 pounds, and it

paya 9 per cent, interest.

See how he flushes ; his choler is rising ; he is establishing a raw ; if

he gets through th; examination, he will oschew me for the future, as he
would the devil.. Take my word for it, he will never put me into tha

witness-box again.

Yoa donit comprehend me, sir. I merely wished to ask you if it were
on the high or the low principle.

On the hieh, aecidedly, sir ; for they charge £43 10^. for a passage,

which is hign, very high, indeed. The object, sir, is to exclude low
people, i^lthpugh it does not e£fectaally answer eren that purpose (and I

#i
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fKT« him « tiinifioant look). You obterve they tak« no itotiuw ptiMn-

Srffp thouffh It ini|[ht perhtp* be an improyement if th«f dia (mk^Uim
[luficant look, which the insignificant lubber appear* le tau). Odl pM-

ftnun >ulffua et arceo (I like that last word, it ie ao eipeedre of !&•

•old ahoulder) i» the very proper motto of the Tory •xelnaivo Bond of

Directors at Bristol.

I un sorry I haye not been so fortunatem to render myself iaIeUiffMi,

(aaya my sdentifio friend, his in yisibly getting the steam in>) i I do-

aired to know if it were on the high pressure or low pressure prmciple.

Oh ! that is quite another tUng, sir ; I eonceiye it ia on the lew>pM»>
•vre ; for the lower a thing is pressed, (he greater the eorapreseion-«4i

yea taket the greater the power. For instanoe, there is the seiew, In*

Tented by Hydef Aulu, or Hyder Alley, I forget which, is—he bitee Ut
lipe, his eyee dialate, but it won't do—it'a no go. I am afraid I am
troubleeome, ho says, with some confusion. We dow, and tooeh our hate

with much formality, and part, I hope, to meet no mort. Poor Am, ^hk,

after aU ; gray hairs ought to be respected, particularly whet mpportod
by • large stc'-iach. Seniores priores ; or the old hands to tho bow otrt

;

Mt, atill, they should mind their stops, and not be putting in tfieir oars on
•U eecasione. Nemo omnibus horis sapit, it is not eyeir one with hoary
kaire that ia wise. How I should like to make loye, if it waa only for

the fun of the thing, just to keep one's hand in ; but, aJas ! all the young^
girls are aick<—deyilish sick ; and, I trust, I need not tell yon that a loye*

aick girl is one thing, and a sea- sick girl is another. I luce to haye my
loye returned 4 but not my dinner. Babny ai|^ and soar ones;
haaying bosoms, and heaying stomachs, aro not compatible. Dear
Jack, aay what you will, ana loye will fly out of the window, when
-f-but, in mercy to the dear creatures, whom ' I really do loye,' I will

drop the subject, or rather throw it up at once. Now, I will take a riao

out of that cross old spinster on the camp-stool. I hate an old maid, and
'oyer lose an opportunity of showing them up. It may be sayage, I ad«

mit : but man » an unimal, bipes unplumis, risibilis, aa Aldricn haa it*

What a definition of a man, implumis ; and yet I have seen felluwe with
feathers in their caps, too, and hope to haye one in mine before I die

}

but, still, I must haye my lark, let who will pay the piper. Here, boy,

ron/orward, and tell that young scrape-grace, Georffe,that ifhedoee not
do what I order him, he may " look-out for squaUa." Oh, dear ! Mr.
Piston, says the lady, pricking up her ears, like a cat a listening, do you
leaHlifhink there is any danger of " sqwalls 1" Oh, yery much so, indeed,

madam ! but don't be alarmed, there is no danger, if-»no, no, there ia

no danger, none at all, if—

•

If what, sir 1 do, pray, tell me !

Why, no danger, madam, if there aint a blow-up ; but, pray don't bo
frightened, it can't reach you.

Reach me, sir ! why it will reach us all. A blow-up ! oh how shock-
ing! Do be. 80 good, sir, as to sit down and tell me—how is it, sir 1

Don't be alarmed, madam ; I am sorry you oyorheard me ; there is no
.danger—not the least in the world, nothing but a little blow«up, it will be
oyer in a minute ;

Oyer in a minute, sir ! but where shall we all be 1 we shall all be oyer
in a minute, too—all overboard !

I assure you, madam, there is no danger. Do be composed ; they are
yery common.

I know it, sir ; they are always blowing-up, are steamhoata ; three
hundred lives lost on the Mississippi the other day.
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Three hundred and eighty, said I.

Yea, three hundred and eighty, said she ; and trtry dav, almoel, they
M« Mowingnqp. There was the Santa Anna, and the Martha, and the

Tknt Siateia, and the Two Brothera, and I don't know how many mora,

fltaemhneta w**!*"' 1

Yet, ateamboata, air ! they are very dangeroaa ; never again will I

Nl mj fiat on board of one of them. Oh, dear, I wiah I waa out of this

tirrid ateamer

!

But I aaid nothing of ateamboata, madam.
Bo yeo oall blowing*up, nothing, air 1 acalding to death, sir, nothing,

•far ( drowning, nothing, air ; hefaig aent out of the world in that awful

mtmnn,. nothmg, air 1

But, madam, pray don't be excited 1 1 wasn't talking of steamers at ill.

Then, what were you talking of, sir 1 Oh, dear ! 1 am so frightened,

•0 dreadfully frightened ; I fenl so shockingly nervous ; I am all of a
IMBOW ; what were you talking of, then, sir f

I Waa ntrely saying, madam, that, if boy Oeor|(e did not clean my
boola» be nj^t h>ok out for equalls, for I would give him a blowiny^p^

vrtiieh mean»—

—

Yae, yee, sir, I know what it meana ; and then drawing herself up ••

lately ae a queen, I'll not trouble tou anv farther, bir.

Not the leaat trouble in the world, madam, said I, rising, and amiling,

id dM leaet trouble in the worid, madam ; rather a pleaaure, I assure

Yt8jmy dear fellow, if you want to see the world, take a trip in the

Olfai Weatem, or aome of thoee wacking Urge Atlantic ateamere, and
yo<i«lvfll aee more fun, and more of human nature, in a week, than von
wttiee in the " Ineonstant" in a twelve-month ; but whether vou follow

^ii advice or not, recollect that, fair weather or foul weather, by land or

by tea, by day or by night, you have a faat friend in old

Tom Pirov.

No. y.

LETTER
ntOM JOHN SKINNBR, BUTCHER, TO MARY HYDE.

De&b Mabt—
Yon wouldn't believe me when I told you I waa off in the Great

Weetern, to eee a little of the other side of the world } but it's cum true,

ftur all that, like many a more unUkelier thing has cum afore now ; and
here I am, half-seaa over, as the teetotallers call something else, and may
be a little more. I likes it very much indeed, all but being wet all the

time ; but it'a the nature of the sea to be wet, and for.a new recruit, I

ilanda it nobly, only 1 can't keep my feet, for I've been floored oftener

than any man in the ship. My heels haa a great inclination to rise in th*

world, shoeing what the sole of a botcher is ; and I shall soon walk as

well on my head as my feet. It is lucky 3'ou aint here, dear Mary, this

aort of work wouldn't suit you ; you was always giddy-headed.

The sailors undertook to pass their jokes upon me, when I firat came
<m board, cidling me old Skinner, and butcher, and you with the emock-

frock and breechee, and ao on. It'a a way they have with landsmen ; but

it isn't every landaman that's green, for all tbi^. They are a aet of lub-

beriy. unmannerly.laacala aa ever I aee. Whenever I asked one of them

J
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to help me, he said it*8 my turn below, or its my turn on deck, and who
was your lackey last year, or does your mother know you are out. To-
day, when I fell on the broad of my back, they began njnning their rigs as

usual, saying, pull down your sniook-frock, John Skinner, or you will

show yoOT leg9, come to me and Til help you up, and, hqyv does it feel,

butcher. Try it, says I, and you'll know ; and I knocked two of them
down like bullocks. It made them very ciril afterward, calling me sir,

and Mr. Skinner. It improved their manners vastly. The steward and
me is great friends, and I get my grog in his room.

When I takes down the milk, I gets a glass of brandy ; and when I pats

my hand on his side to steady me while I drink it, and feel five inches of

Sood clear fat on his ribs, it makes m-. feel wicked, to think if I had;llil

ressing of him, how beautiful he would cut-up. My fingers get oA llfi

handle of my knife inwoluntary, like, as if they would long to be into

him. He is stall-fed, like a piize ox ; his fat is quite wonderful, which
' if more than I can say of our stock. One of my cows has gone dr^,

which comes of her being wet all the time, and not having room to ho
^wn in. The salt>water has made corn-beef of her, already. She is of

|pdl» breed, and the crossest, contrairiest beast I ever see. She have

XQbbed off her tail, at last—a rubbin so, the whole time. The other cow
it a nice little bullock ; but she had a calf too early, so she had ; her

mouth is as young as a babby's—^tho' in another year she will be a gooi
beast enough. The poultry, poor things, are very sicUy, and would, all

die if I didn't kill the weakliest, for the cabin, to s«,ve their lives—and.m
is the pigs, so much swimming don't agree with them ; and when thej

stagger, and won't eat, I serve them the saine way ; for it stands to

reason, they can't thrive when they gives ovor eating, tiiat way.
We travels day and night here all at the same pace, up hill and down

dale, and this I will say, the Cornwall hills are fools to some of the seas

we see from the ship ; but it's here goes—who's afraid—and down w«
dashes as hard ,as we can lay legs to it. They carries the light on tho

top instead of each eide of the box, as we do ashore, which makes passing

other lines in the night very awkward, for there is no hedge to mark the

road, and show you the distance of the drains ; but it's like Saulsberry

plain in a snow storm, all white as far as you can see, and no mile-stones

or lamp-posts ; and you can't reign up short, for it takes some time to

put the drags on the wheel to bring her to a stand stiH, How they finds

their way in the dark is a puzzle to me, but I suppose they have travelled

it so often, they have got it by heart like. I often think if the lynch pin

was to cum oat, and they to lose a wheol, or the two to cum off, or the

axle-tree break, what a pretty mess they'd be in, and yet artev all, as for

•peed, big as she is, I'd trot her for a treat with master's pony, and not
be a bit afeard. But what under the sun could make the Bristol people
call her a boat, for I'm positive she is the biggest ship I ever see ! They
have to hang up two bells in her, one aft, ana one in the forepart, for one
aint enough to be heard all over her. The bow, they call " far west,"

it is so far off—the starn, " down east," and the sentre, where them black

negro-looking fellows, the stokers live, *' Africa." The engines is wonder-
ful, that's sartain. They work like a baker needing do for bred, and the

digs it gives is suri)ri8ing. The boilers is big enough to scald at one dip, all

tho pigs in an Irish steamer, and would be a fortune to a butcher. I'ho
fire-places is large enough to roast a whole hog at once, and if there is 8
thing I love, it's roast pork. The hard, red, crisp, cronchy skin i- beau-
tiful, as much as to say, come, stick it into me afore I em cold. It puta
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ma in mind of your lipa, dear Mary, both on 'em is so red, lo plump, to
enticing, and both taken with a little sarce. Yes, I never aae a pig, I
doesn't think of you, it's cheeks it so round and fat like youm. Th« rib,

too, means a wife everywhere ; but I won't say no more* for fear I should
§mi I had goj^ten the wrong sow by the ear. We have a great deal of
company on board, consisting of two hundred men and wom<»n, two cows,
ten pigs, besides fowls and mulatto girls. One of these yon&| woimen i

isn't a bad looking heifer noither ; she is constantly casting shwp's eyes
at mo, but I aint such a calf as she takes me to be, so don't be jealous,

Mary. She thinks I don't know she ha* a touch of the tar-brush—so
•a|8 she, Mr. Skinner, the water is very bad, aint it t Verv, I say*—^it's
kiMping it in them nasty iron tanks, that makes it look so black, and tasto

so toul. Exactly, sir, says she, the water has got so much iron in it, I
dveadful afraid of lightning, it will make me so attractive. You don't
need that, says I, miss, yom hone attractions is so great of themselves.

Oh ! says she, Mr. Skinner, how you do flatter—^but really, it do affect

me dreadful, especially my memory, which is quite rusty, and then jt

colours my skin and spoils my complexion, it com2s thro' the pores aai
iron-moulds my very unnin, it do indeed. Wasn't that cspital, Afeitl
a mulatto wench, swearing it was the iron made her face copper-coloiilr^;

let the women alone for tricks, there's few can match them in that line.

How civil she is with Mr. Skinner» ^ill you have a piece of pie—or«
Mr. Skinner, here's an orange—or» Mr. Skinner, lend me an arm, Mr,
{lease. But soft words butter no parsnips—it won't do—it's no go that.

'U lend her an arm, or anything else to obliee' her, out of civiKty, but as

for my heart, that's for you, dear Mary—and tho' I say it, that shouldn't

saj it, there aint« stouter nor a truer one in all Gloucestershire, as you
will find some o' these days.

My ambition is to be able to set up m^ own man, in my own shop,

•fore I die, with prime beef and mutton m it, and you with your«white
•pron on—the prettiest peace of meat of them all ; and to hear folks say,

a» they pass, *' Damn that fellow. Skinner ! he has the prettiest wife and
the beet mutton in all Bristol :" that's what I am at, and no mistake. I
wouldn't like to follow buchering all my life in a ship, for it's too un-
Steady. Me and the half-dress sheep sometimes both comes down to-

gether by the run, all of a smash ; and tumbling about with a knife in

your hand, or atween your teeth, is not safe for your own hide or other
people's. No longer agone than yesterday I cut across the canvass trou-

sers of a sailor, and one inch more would a fixed him for life. Besides,
capsising the bucket, which will happen sometimes, makes a great fuss

among ue sailors, who have to scrub up all clean with a great big stone

they call holy-stone, cause they sweats over it so. After all, life in a
steamer ain't so pleasant as life in Bristol, especially when work is done, ^
seeing friends at the ale-house, or walking of a Sunday over to Clifton

with somebody as shall be nameless. One question more and I'me done

:

Who courts standing with their heads over it, at the stile, one on one side

of it, and t'other on the other 1 Well, it arnte the donkeys, tho' they

comes there sometimes ; and it tante our cow and squire Maze's old blind

bull, tho' they do come there to rub noses across the bars sometimes,

too : but it's a pretty girl what wears a bonnet with blue ribbons, that do
cum to see a well-built young batcher in Bristol ; and mind what I telly,

the next time he comes there, him and Blue Ribbons is both on one sids

of the stile, in less time than wink, mind that, for I'nv^ not joking no
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more than a parson. Hopping that it may come loon, and that you will

bo ai true ai I be,

I remain till death,

Yoof Ipving friend,

John Sxinnib.

No. VI.

LETTER
FROM ONE OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS TO HBR KINS-

WOMAN.
EsTnMM Fbimnd— ,.,^,j^

Thee will be pleated to hear that we are now in eight of Americii^pl^

which country the Lord hai graciously Touchsafed to guide us in 8an%
through many perils, giving us permission at times to see the light of the

•iin by day, and sometimes the stars by night, that we may steer our
lonely way through the dreary waste and solitary expanse of the pathloM
oceaa. uf a truth, he faithfully and beautifully expressed the proper

feeliu of a Christian, who said, " Though I walk through the Tsiley of
the inadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy nd
and thy staff comfort me." And now, esteemed and kind friend, nnr

heart yeameth toward thee, and my first thought on approaching thll

•trange land, as my last on leaving that ofmy forefathers, resteth on thee,

soy early companion, my good counsellor, my well-beloved sister. How
ORea, in the stillness of night, when alone in my bed, has thy image b««i
called up before me, by the fond recollections of the past ! How ofteii

have I longed for thee amid the raging of the tempest, that my hearti

thoueh resigned to meet whatever might betide it, might catch the power
of aH&ing hope to fortitude, from the cheerful aspect of thy countenance

!

And how often* amid the vain and frivolous scenes that I have daily mill-

l^ed in on board of this ship, have I wished for thy conversation, thy eon^
panionship and support ! Strange sensations have affected me 1^ such
•aeociationa as I have had here. A maiden and her brother, from Lon-
don, are fellow-passengers. She is very affable and kind, very cendc-
scendinff in her manners, humble-minded, though of high birth, and of a
great talent for conversation. She is beloved by all, and has won khid
tagards from everv body. Her attire is what is called in the gay. world
" nihionable." It is composed of the most beaatiful fabrics, and, thongh
rich, has much siroplicitv. I sometimes ask myself—Why do I cidl this

vain or idle 1 If Providence decks the birds of the air with variegated

and brilliant plumage, and endows the flowers of the field with splendid

colours ; if the rose boasts its delicate tints, the shrubs their nagrant
blossoms, and the vine its tendrils and its wreaths, can these thingt be
vain 1 The lilies toil not, neither do they spin, and yet Solomon m all

his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If we who have dominion
over them are not ourselves clothed by nature, was it not an intimation

that our toilet was left to ourselves, that it might suit the seasons and
our tastes, that it might be renewed when old, and please Uie eye, and
do justice to the symmetry and beauty of our form 1 When I look at this

Uwely maiden, and see her in this vain attire, and observe that she is not

rendered vain thereby herself, forgive me, Martha, but I cannot help ad-

mitting the question does arise to my mind—" Can this bo sinful 1 Does
it not afford employment to the poor, profit to the mechanic and manu-
facturer, and diffuse wealth that avarice might otherwise hc^ard 1" To-day
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she came into my cabii. and asked me to walk the deck with her, and ••
I soojght my bonnet, said, " My dear, suflfer roe to set Sow you would
look in mine, my pretty friend," and then stood off ana lifted up both
kaoda and exclaimed, ** How beautiful ! How well it becomes that inno-

a^itfrce! Do look at your sweet seh in the glass, my love. How
hfiidaome ! is it not ? Nay, blush not ; be candid now, and say whether
It iiliot more becoming thanthat Uttle pasteboard Quaker bonnet of thine.

Sach a face as yours is too lorely to be immured in that unpretending
piece of plainness, as you yourself would be to be imprisoned in a nun-
ntiy:

#; Full many a face with brightest eye serene
Those plain unfashionable bonnets bear

;
Full many a rose they doom to blush unseen.
And waste its sweetness 'mong the ringlets there.

Nay, said I, dear lady, now thee convinces me that the Friends Tery

pr<meTly forbid the use of those vain and idle decorations, for thae

maketh me -'ain. Thee has summoned up more pride in my heavl,M
thoae few brief minutes, than I knew before to have existed within waMi

Tw take it back ere I am spoiled by thy praise or thy wordly attSre.

" 1(00. would soon team not to be vain of them, when you had beenoMd
tO^ them : am I vainV No, indeed, aaid I, by no means ; thee ia not

aiilnt but far, very far from it ; and I could not help thinking, neither

•hould I be vain, if, like her, I wore them daily.

' Pd not be alarmed, Martha, thee must not think I am goin|f to adopt

thl dress of these people { I have no such thoughts; bat methiDkajSt,.^
it d^ser^m^ but, perhaps,

penetrate tHe reaSons wisdom assigaa

Her brother is a captain in the army—very Utt,

teihr polite, and very handsome. His eyes are uncommonly i^itelligent,

and 80 bright, I cannot look at them when he apeaka to me, for they

eem to see through mine into my heart, and read all that ia there.

There is nothing there, thee knoweth, but what he or any one etae olig^t

read, except that Ida Aot want bim to knoW, what I dionld be a^amed
to tell him, that i think him so handsome, so very handsonie. Hft>

swears sometimes, which is such a pity. I heard him say, yesterday, to

another officer that is on board, how lovely that Quaker girl is, by G—

!

She is the sweete >t girl I ever saw ! She is a perfect beauty—^what

eyes ! what a bust—what feet—and then he swore an oaih, I must not

repeat—she was an angel ! How shocking to be spoken of in such lan-

guage of profane praise, by a man whose business is war, and who ia

ranwiar with swords, and guns, and weapons of destruction. That oath

made me shudder, especiilly, as I knew I was the innocent cause of it

;

and yet he is so gentle, his manner so kind, and his conversation so in«

telligent, that I am sure, he is not aware of this habit, which he has

caaght without knowing it, from others. He does not agree with hia

slater about dress. He told me he thought there was great elegance in

the simplicity of the Quaker dress—that there was a modest beauty in it,

particularly becoming young maidens—that he considered the way fash-

lonable ladies dressed, was disgusting, and that the muslin that half con-

cealed, half revealed our charms, was uncommonly attractive. I do not

know how it ia, I fear this man of war. I abhor his swearing, and never could

love him, no, never ; and yet I do like to hear him talk to me, bis voice

is so musical, and his discourse so modest and suitable for female ear.

He has seen much of foreign parts, and has helped me to pass many a

jlliy* w^'^importance upi

Hp|riil|i4en»naing~ ia HSb vi

Mir-^^r exclusion,

--y
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WMry hoar. His anecdotet are both amniing and instrueUre. HfMr
•Urange a contradiction is man ! He swears, because I heard him swear
about me, and yet there is an air of piety that pervades bis discourso,

that is Tery pleading. If thee had heard the -terms of just indignation

with vhich he related the Polygamy of the Turks, and how they oad|i

to bff hung, that had so many wives, thee could not believe it wa» UW
aame person who used profane oaths. I think, if he was one of the

Friends, instead of Captain of *h» Queen's host, I shonld fear tobe ao

much virith him, lest my affections should outstrip his. Of the otherpMP
sengers, I cannot say much ; they play at cards and throw the dice, ^

"*

for money too, and diink a great deal of wine, and talk very loud,

a discordant scene, and very noimr, for there are people of all w
here. Their prejudices and predilections are amusing. The JTrmeli

cannot eat sea biscuit, they are used to soup. The Jews will not touch

pork. ,« The teetotals abjure wine and strong drink. The Catholica,

9f9nf now Mid then, refuse meat, and eat only fish. The English abhor

JXhlses, and the Yankees abuse French wines. The foreigners deteel

nun, Ind tobtcco is a constant source of discussion; yet amid all this

there is no quarrelling. I have not been sea^sick myself at all, though

'tilfcaptain was for two days, and it was fortunate for him hia siater waa
eniraud to miniator tq his wants. He is venr courageous. During th«

draadfnl gale we had, he asked me to go on deck, and see how beautifot

Hie oceanlooked in such a tempest, and he supported me with his arm
in the kindest manner. As we passed the cabm of the miaaionary pas-

' on ^eek, we heard music, and stopped to listen *, it was a hymn,

fitting

btMi»:fo haf* ippealiid to him against the irreverent use of Hia naiii*,

# fm> in|B^<liiinHi>g abroad on the waters! but my heart failed mi^ fot

miil ••' i 1^^ at hioLto speak, I encountered those eyes, those beaati-

wi» yw|fe,ng, Mdtrchiof eyes, ^at so unaccountably compel me to with-

diibr nuit) andJipante ia kind it confusion. Perhaps such another op-

v»iUai^f'mff0)t^^^ I felt interested id film on account o£)

biLi IffNajr aistter, who is all gentleness and goodneas, and although I ab»

hor wtir, and fear warriors, and shall never forget his profaneness in caS'

iog an homble maiden like me an angel
;
yet it is the only fault he hat,

and it would be cruel to regard him with averted lodca, or firowna of in-

dignation.

Indeed, one cannot harbour auch thoughts at sea, where the heart is

impressed by its mystery, elevated by its sublimity, and awed by in
power—^vast—restless, trackless, unfathomable and inscrutable, what
an emblem it is of the ubiquity and power of Grod ! Uow many ideas i$

BOgffesta, how 4t awakens the imagination, how it subdues and aoftina

the heart ! How vast are the treasures of this great atore-hoHse of the

world ! How many kind, generous, and faithful beings has the sea fold-

ed in ita bosom, and oh how many have gone down to its cavema,
amid the thunders of war, with the guilt of blood upon their hande, to
realise what man, ainful man, miscalls glory ! Of vessels wrecked, or
burned, or foundered, the number must have been fearfully great, and
oh what aching hearts, agonizing shrieks, and lingering deaths has it

witnessed ! I luiow not how it is, I cannot look abroad upon this world
of waters, without being strongly impressed with a melancholy feeling

of interest in those untold taies ; those hidden annals ; those secrets of
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'th%|iaaty deeo. If the captain thought aa I did, he would no: h'ghlly—
but I forget, I only mention his name, because there is really so Itt,^ to
write about, that is worth a thought in this great floating caravansary.
'When I arnve at New York, which I hope will be on ^e 8d morning of
t1)|yMj!reek of this month, I shall write thee again.

.*>» Rbbecoa Fox.

P. 8. I heard the weather in Philadelphia is excessively hot, and that

lllineceaaary to wear thin clothing, to atoid the yellow fever. So thee

Urease to send me the finest and thines*; muslin thee can find, for my
Vand though Imavnotwear Leghorn or Palmetto, yet agauzo
ilwuld not be ao heavy as mine, m this intense heat, nor intercept

80 pa|litiij|y all air. Delicate lace gloves, methinks, would confer similar

adTant<yj(<$a.—The captain has just inquired of me, what route we ti^e

OK our ttrival, and says, it is remarkable, that he and his sister had ixed
on the fjtme tour, and leave New STork by the same conveyance we do

;

I had wished for her company, and am much pleased to be favoured wftk
It. ».r.*

No. VH.
*; LETTER
fllOM A NEW BRUNSWICKER TO HIS FRIEND it FRED- .

ERIOTON.
Mt. DIAf. CAfttTON-— ...

•
'I'pu will be anjrpTised to hear I am already on my ietam, Jlkn mf hai^
'IfWing been allaitisfactorily arranged, I had no inclination to relDil^

^|||>nfe| itway at a time when our commerce might^saiUy recei^ft m^
.Jl^^ioi^ from tiie mad proceedings of our neigbboon. I din deU|Ad|<>

'

lil With England and the Eufflish, and feel proud that I |an^^trl|.
UMlrifliita «(hd privileges of a British subject ; but I must reatv^a what f
kave to say on t^B subject until we meet, for if I begin on tttjjagrftjrtjli

t^eme, I shall qever know when to leave o^ I have been ii|^fbe Pm^
nnce I saw you, and, notwithstanding that I am sO|uniliar «ri|b, and •«
attached to our own magnificent river, the St. John, I riipuld bave been
•linptured with it, if I had never heard of it before

; but B;i^r<(Mr has be-
deVued it aa Scott has Lock Katrine. It is impossible to ^arel Mth
pleaaure or with patience after a Poet. Their glasses mag^fy, and when
yon come to use your own eyes, you no longer recoglidsc the scemi jfor

the same presented by their magic lanterns. Diaappointment conatiDlitfy

awaits you at every step—you become angry in consequence, and instead

9f looking for beauties, gratify your spleen by criticising for the pleasure

of finding fault. Viewing it in this temper, the lower part of the Rhine
ia as flat and level as any democrat could wish, and the upper part as h^,
hold, and o'in'erbearing as any outocrat could desire. Then the ancient

ruins, the dilapidated castles, the picturesque and romantic towers ofthe

oldeii times, %hat are they 1 Thieves' nests, like those of the hawk and
vulture, built on inaccessible crags, and about as interesting. The vit^
yards, about which my imagination had run riot, the luxuriant, gracejj^
and beautiful vine, the rich festoons, what are they ! and w^at do tli^

reaemble ? Hopgromids 1 I do injustice to the men of Kent, they are not
half so beautiful.—Indian com fields of Virginia 1 they are incomparabfy
inferior to them—oh ! honest currant bushes trained and tied to iStieir

atakes, poor, tame, and unpoetical.—Then the stillneiiB of death perVadea

all. It is one unceasing, never-ending flow of waters—the same to-day,

^"i^ii'a'-^;-.ii'i9.:i;'''
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to-morrow, und for erfr—the eternti river : here and there a aottttrjr

iteamer laboure and groane with ite toil up the rapid stream. Occaaienir

ally a boat adventures, at the bid^i!|g of pome impatient trayeller, to croaa

it. But where is the life and animation of our noble river ; the buar

hum of commerce : thejNified, unceasingt restless groups of a hardjMUid

utterprisinff populatiaiiri I know not ; but, certainly, not on the waiir.

Dilapidated towers frown on it ; diiimantled ha^ls open upon it ; the

qioctrea of lying legends haunt it ; and affrighted commerce wings ita

wajr to more consenial streams. It made me melancholy. May poetry

MM poets never damn-our magnificent river with their flattering atraina,

a they have done thia noble one, to the inheritance of perpetual,jiMip-

E
ointment. Who ever haa aailed up the St. John's, without ex|M||Miff

ia delight at finding it so much more beautiful than he had anticipnadT

and why 1 because he had heard no exaggerated account of it. Who
over ascended the Rhine without an undisguised expression of diiappoint*

JBitnt, if he dared to utter such treason against the romance of the world*

W a aecret feeling of vexation, if he were afraid to commit himself—and

nAif 1 because he had heard too much of it. And yet the St. John ia not

trnpniot to the Rhine ; tivf, as a whole, I doubt if it ia quite equfl to it

;

but it gives more satisfaction, more pleasure, for the reason Iktnng
•ign. Scenery cannot be described; whoever attempa it, eitHeV i|^
abort of its merits, or exceeds them. Wofda cannot convey a diatflMt

idea of it, aby more than they can of colours to the blind. Pictures might,

if they^ere £ufiK|llS^;^.but painters are false, they either caricature itfr

flatter. But the |$e| ia least to be trusted of all ; he lives in an atmoi-

phere of fiction, anS #h*en he sketches, he baa mountaina, skies andeal-
^•raeta at copimand, and whatever is necessary to heightra the efiee^un

^Nsdient to bia call. He converU all into fairy-land. Now, don't dip*

i|lm ma, oldJ<^. I am neither undervaluing the Rhine, nor the poet|,

bnt that riyeinfiwdia no poets. Good wine requires no bush. Whetkor
wis shall ever have a poet, I know not. Ship-building, lumbering, at<»bV

joMb«ng. and note-ahaving, are not apt to lundla inspiration ; but if w«
i^all ever be so fortunate, I most fervently hope he will spare—the river

—yes, par excellence

—

the river,

Aa 1 1^911 not be able to proceed immediately to New Bronawidt, I

avail myaelf of a leisure-moment, to give you the lateat intelUg^a !«•

apecting the dkipnted tenitory, which engroases but little attention, joat

now, I am sorry to aay, on the other aide of Ae water. It has giveilk

tiaei however, to much fun, the substance of which ia thia^—^Thev aay

thal^^Sovemor Fairfield haa passed all bounda ; and that a Fairfield and

t. f|^t have a natural connexion. Little interest ia taken in Loudon, in

ij^ matter. Few Englishmen know the difference between Madagaacar

Mid Madawaaka ; and our agents says, the British minister sometimes

calla it one and sometimes this other. They don't itnow whether Maine
news the main land, in distinction from an uiand, or whether the main
qneation, in distinction from minor questions. Stephenson told them it

waa a quiz ; and that Van Buren had his Main a« well as O'Connell had

Jpa tail ; both of them being lions, and queer devils, and both of them
|a«at hands at roaring. They, certainly, are odd fiah, at fish river, and,

Juemackfirel, jump like fools at red cloth. They talked big, and looked

yg at the big lake, but that waa from making too free with the biggone

of tiquor. It waa natural they should think, at last, th^ were * big-mia*

themselves. It's no wonder they have auch difficulty in raising men,
when they were all officers ; and that there waa no aubordinaUon, when

they were i
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thtjr were all in commuid. Hiring •ubitii.atMWV|ioer way «f#-|i*ox
latiag to an army ; and marching in the month of Marcb> ia pi.fiNit

whwe the anow ia up to the middw. A friend in n«ed ia a mei
bat bot when he ia in-kneed in aiufw. Sach marching moat
nam a ' bummy dear ;' while wading through creeka in winter,r

kMpre a crick m the neck ; and camping oat on the ice, to terminfpf>i

|^Q?er« camp-pain. Indeed, the patriots of Main muat have beeii Mk-
ing when they aaid they intended to run a line, for every body knew tne^

couldn't atand to it. If they were in earnest, all I can aay ia, that it la

the first time a legialature over aerioualy proposed ro run their country.

Too maaiy of them^ it is to b« feared, are used to it ; for not a few of
thM^ve cut and run thither from the British provinces. Playing at

flHpi. is aa losing an affair, as playing at cards, especially when jrou

hiT^llothing higher than knaves t* play with, and the honours are agamat
yoa.

There has been great langhter at the spoil ; the timber dealers seizing

a cargo of deals, and a hundred logs, a deal too larse to carry. It #hs
in their line. It was characteristic. It has been called the odd tridi 9S

the DetU. The General (lutting a Boom across the Aroustook rivev|i^|iae

prayed how shallow he waa. He haa been compared to that loU'li^
md gentleman, the Bittern, " booming from his sedgy shallow.'* » wie
Jytotting his atick" with a vengeance ; not marchmg, but *' btining hia

vtBmpa." It was " Kina Log" driving his ox-team, like Obri(rfanua, tit

the head of |he main body of the troops of t^atate of Maine, and
wl^Uing as he west, " Go where glory waitaf'qWK^^Marching with

fifty pounds of pork on their backs, was certatM^P|Dgf the whole ho^
^fno a ration-al way of eatablishinR a provision-ar^|il^nimefrt at Mada-
wuka. It ia aaid £h04roop9 cut £etr way, not through the enemy, witl).

mioxda, bat through the woods, like true Yankees, by " azeiOB." They
firat run and cut, and then cut and run. They kept up a,brisk fire, day
•nd niffht—not on the borderers, but <ni the ice oft^>^-||Knrder ; and
would ^ave had a field-day, no doid>t, if there had been a field within

ihj miles of them, to have had it in ; but, alaa ! the only thing worth »
dam that they saw, was a aaw-mill. To read the eeneral'a speechea,

yon would have supposed he was boilinr with rage at uie Brunswiokera

;

whereaa, he waa only thinking of boiling maple sugar by battaliona. H«
waa making a speck—^licking sugar-candy, and not licking the enem^.
Gallant man ! he was but too fond of the ** lasses." What right haa this

pakiot to complam of hie shuotia^-pains, who would not be at the paina

toahoot. In place of raising 800,000 men, aa he boasted, he raiaed

800,000 dollars. Surae animos nee te vesano trade dolor ! IiW^||||«f

charging the British, and breaking their ranka, it is whispered til'dy v^wAi
ft dreaoful charge agninst the state, and broke the banks. Fie itj^
them ! this is the way they serve their country ; but marching on the left

ia aliqppery work, and a little backsliding is to be ezpectedj even among
fMtriots and heroes. Talking of patriots, puts me m mind of Cai^a,
which, I hear, haa sent delegates (or delicatea, as they are more appro>

Sriately called in the fashionable world) to England, to raise themaelvea

y lowering others, as an empty bucket does a full one in aVdl. Their
bucket, however, proved to be n leaky one, for by the time they got
home, it was found, tu contain nothing. It reminded me of the Iridli*

man'a empty barrel full of feathers. The story of the mails was on«
grievance, bnt Uiey found on their arrival the postage had been reduced

half without aaking, and fifty-five thousand a year granted^ to convey

£

r"
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llMir " elegant epieUea" by iteamera, » Halifax. < I gite thee all I

Mn, «o more." Alas ! m theae kniglits errant, what naa become of

thehr eoats of ' mail'—I auppoae they will next aek to be paid for letting

the maila travel through the country ; for the more people bother Gov-
•iWDent, the better they are liked and the more they get, like erjring,

acolding children, who worry thoee they can't punuade. This im*-
eraing the order of things, not teaehing the young idea how to mot

;

but teaching the old one how to make ready and jrru^M. A * Taught*

GkiTemment however ii a good one, for it encouruea no ** slack," but
* ncede' and ' concede' is the order of the day nm ** Cedendo vietor.

•bibis." Looseninff the foundations is a new way of giving stability to

a Government, while reform means destroying all form and creatioAikat

happy state, that ie '* without form and void.'*, mm
Kesponsibie government in a colony means the people being resfuupki

ble to themselves, and not to England ; dutiful children who owe obefli-,

ence, but unable or unwilling to pay it, want to take the benefit of th«

aet and swear out. A majority without property, who want to play at

,

impeachments with their political opponents and lynch them. It is a re-

peal of the Union, and justice to Canada requires it. It is a government
nqponaible to demagogues, who are irresponsible. What a happy condi-
tion H» live in ! Ah, my good friend, you and I who have disported in iIm

vasty sea of the great world, amid the monsteia of the briny d«|qri(

know how to laugn at the gambols of these little tadpdes of a frMk
water puddle. I abhor ultras of all parties. Dum vitant stulti vitia in

eontraria currunt. Good specimens, if they could be procured, of full

grown whole-hog Tories and Radicala from that diatant but turbnlent

colony, would be a valuable addition to the British Museam, in its natural

hutory department. I will describe them, that you may make no mitf

take in the selection. A colonial super-ultiaphigh Tory ia of the mdls
blockhead, species '^pe. It is psylodactilna or long-fingOred, and the

largest animal of the kind yet known. It haa great powers of imitation,

a atrong voice, and the moat extravagant conceit. Il ia a timid ereatort,

dow in its movements, and somewhat inactive, and Ifves in peipitttal

.alarm of ainbuah. It cannot see distiuctlv by day, and its eyes leeooble

thoao of an owL It has two cutting teeth in front of each jaw. The
ears are large, round, and naked, ana the coat is soft, silky and rich. Ita

prqwrtions are not good, and its sagacity greatlv inferior to the Emopein
•pecies. It^ is voracious, and very aavage when feeding. Th* ^^^
low radical is ot the species rari, ita <k)lours consisting ofa patched dit-

tiU>ation of black, dirty white, and gray, though its reu or natural coMr
ia aopposed to be black. It is known to be of irJnrca m4 V'"!^ ^'**

tameable nature. It moves in large droves, when n ia very ntiiehievOad^

•Korting a voire so loud and powerfnl, as to strike astmiishinent andlerror

into those who hear it, resembling in this respect, aa well as ti^ iti hiMta,

the radical md chartist of England. It is miptttient of control, IwMtex-

hibits a sullen submission under firm treatment, though upon, the sIi|pHe8t

iad'ulgence, or relaxatiau of discijpline, it turns op ita keeper with great

fiiry. Its habits are predatory, its appetites unclean and ravenooa, and

its general "appearance disgusting. You miy find some of each in New
Brunswick, tnoug^ perhaps not so full grdwn as in that land of pseudo
patriots and sympa^izers, Canada. Pray, send a good apeoimen of both

varieties to the Trustees, for people in England ridicule ^e idea that

there is room or suitable food for either in mitiah Ameriea, the climate

and soil of which, they maintain, ia not congenial to them.
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AIm ! for poor human iwlara, man is th« lame on both tide* of tib
Atlantic. Paradiao wai not good enough for some people ; bvt thej
were aerred jvat as they ought to ha?e been—they were walked oat of it

The lumber duties will not be altered this year, and we shall obtain that

rM||to from the fears of the speculative writers of the present day^ that

tnnl^nse of justiee or knowledge of business would fail to obtain for

as. Afraid to Ibfnse, yet unwilling to giTo, they get credit neither for

their irmness nor their liberality. The unsteady conduct of these feU

lowe reminds mdM^f a horse that is not way-wise. When he goto

snubbed in one gutter, he jumps OTsr to the other, and is nerer in thu

rood at all ; mod when you give him the thong, he rears up, re-

draw, and kicks tks carriage to piecee ; resoWed, that as he can-

the load himself no one else shall do it for him. But more of

when we meet. In the mean time, I have the pleasure to subscribe

myself,

Yours truly,

_ Olivib Qoaoo.

NO. VIII.

LETTER
%RdM AN ABOLITIONIST TO A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT.
Mr Dbab 8ib—
Having brought the emancipation of our sable coloured brethren in the ,

West iMies to a. hBPpy termmatioh, I have resolved to undertake a per-

egrination into tile United States, for a similar purpose ; animated tm

mu phiianthropio w<irii by a feeling of inextinguishable hatred of thai

faraorselees, antichristiaa, and damnable tra6c in human life—the slarv*

trade. XMr day of liberty is just about to dawn in ful! splendouy^

Wlin I ^ebserved our firicnd Cassius receira at his levees and balls in

, those Islands, the icolonred, on an equal footing with their white breth*

tm* and his amia^ partner walking arm in arm with the sable femalo-

(pBobably the dlseendaatof a long line of African princea),.to the amazB*
hMnt and consternation of the whites, and in dsfiance of the odoara>

whirti must be admitted to emitoate from them, not only by those wha
ji^iiMse them, but by those who espouse their cause, I bless him, I eon-

gratuUte the world, and, above all, I felicitate the nobility, that the par-

• Stioa fM has been broken down,, that colour and odour make no die*

tinetion, MOfJL that instead of a few black legs (the utmost advance thai

htaivhitberto bee% mtde in the higher circles), wo shall see numerous
i black Pteta amc?g the new creations. ,,.And who shall pronounce that

thflf are not wort|;i^ of being the assoojiittes of at> leasl some that are to

-iMMound there 1 iNone, sir, none will dare to insinuate it, but those who
at Bonelves unworthy. Why ahcild they spnrn thosrio whom somo
4# uk«ir number owe their own elevation 1 Is it not to the agitation of

thii^ eoAuicipation, to the appeals te the sympathy and religious preju-

dices, and (I Jbiope I am not uncharitable)- to the cant of the day, that

some pepi>lej|fe indebted for their own station 1 Why then reject those

jual in mental and superior in bodily powers 1

, BUta a prospect that cannot fail to rejoice the heart of the

)pist. Already have the exports of the 'sland fallen more

and will shortly cease altogether. Is nut this a proof that.

te beings, the blacks, must have been compelled, to .work

bejoofMf «h^ wafl necessary 1 for now, when left to themsoLres, there i»
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no indttcemmit Uiat tithar unbitioi o^fttraric* can diaeorar, auAeiant to

nako tham work at all. From which t^o iaferaneo ta plain, Ikat Provi-

donco norar intandad they ahould work.c'Wbat an aartMjr alyaium thi»

iaiaod will aoon bacoma, whan, lika St. Domhigo, it ia laft to apontana-

OOa production ! Whan natura will aopply their wanta, and they eaa-

roam at large like birda of the air, and the animala of the field, and Iho

oico of complaint shall be drowned in one^ unureiaal ahorua of song

!

When hand in hand, the natives, lika our first parenta in Paradiae, know-
ing not the artificial wants of clothea^ shall have their couchea of roao

laavea, their beverage of the cool streams, or atill eooler foantain* and
gather their food from the limbs of treea that hang over them, invit

and soliciting them to pluck and eat ! Can imagination .picturi

thing equal to such a acene of rural felicity aa th(a 1 Even the reat

of our moral code will be wanting, for morale are artificial and conva»>
tional. Where tliere is no property there can be no theft, where there ia

no trafllc there can be no fraud, and where nature supplies freely and
abundantly all wants, there will b^ no restrictive matrimony, for msrriago

ia a vil obligation arising from the necessity of providing for a faail^.

Kaeh fan Wul follow the dictates of his own inclinations. Love wiU
have Ub fetters to im^>ede his gambols, affection will alone be consulted.

The eye will choose, and the heart ratify all connubial contracta, ttud

when the eye is sated, and the heart cooled, both partiea will sepiarata

without a sigh, and without a struggle, each one free like the birds of tb#

«air, to spar V a succeeding season with a new mate, and no murmur and
no jealousy shall be heara. THero wp be nn prspart|r in the heart, no
alavery in the affectiona, bat there will be what many nations boast of,

bat alas, what few poaaeas, freedom ! unlimited, unrestrieted, abaolato

fiwedom! freedom of thonght, freedom of acHon ! What a realiaation

of all our hopes, what a h^ppy termination of aH their wrorigs and aof-

feringa ! Succeeding agia will admire and iippland, and lAavan will

Ueaa these noble designs.

limpreased with this view of it-^happy in being the agent in promoting
aneh aubhinary felicity, I propose visiting the Btatea, for.thfre, too, are

osaltad apiritst trae patriots, nob|e philanthrbpists, who, nniAackled bf
paltry considerations of property, would toeak aown all diatinctions aa wo
nave done, and as the beam has hitherto inclined to the whilee, now gjtf
it a counleipoise altogether- i<% favour of the blaoka. It ia not a aobjeet

for equalization, for studying balances, and for making nicely adjualea

acalea. We must go the whrne figure, as they express it. But, my good
friend, this is a dangerous country. The planters ar»a fierce and im-
pataoua people, and will not bear tampering with as our colonista do.

We must unite the gentleness of the dove with the wilineaa of the aer*

pent. I propose commencinir the SouAern tour first, and, uaiiw Weat
India tactics, I shall mclllnt the pulpit. Without a direct appen to tke

paaaions of the blacke, I will inflame their imagination. I will draw n

r'ctnre of tbeir freedom in another world, that will excite themtn this,

will describe Sin as a taskrmaster ; I will paint that taak-master in a
way, that the analogy cannot be mistaken for their own ISM^o^i aod in

colours that cannot fail to rouse their imaginations and -^
< •

vise them to throw off the yoke of the oppressor ; Jn si

within the law, and effect that which is without the pale

reach the non-slaveholding states, whero my person will bo^

violence, I will speak openly. I will draw ideal pictures of <

Ike stores of fancy, and talk in touching terms of broken hea]
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OHM •chaUtioM, bttming sum, pu^ ilod, unrcinitting toil, of raaorM*
loM aMUw, nDfMttDf BBMlMMM, Ittd lieontioua mannert. I will tlM»
pat in prMtico tho \mpfif andmccaaaful ruie I adopted in England. I

will prodiM* a pradigioua whip #ith wira thong, and ponderoua nuuiacUa,
and uiumb>acraw8 or iron, fabnoatod for tho occasion, and azhibiting tham
to dM aadionco, apnaal at onco t» their faelinga aa man and a« Chris*

tians I Thai I shall aaccaod, I make no doubt, and I shall have the plea-

sare, occasionally, of sending you an account of my doinm. I nave
availed myself of yoor kind permiseitii, to draw upon the funds of the

society for five hundved pounds, ta defray my necessary expenses in this

great and holy work—a work which, I mtist say, sanctifies the means.
|flK^t a glorioaa relroepect ia the past ! how full of hope snd happiness

is Vi prospect of the future ! The West Indies are frse. The East ia

Awe. Ana America is som to be liberated also. That we were tu be
assailed by calumny, to-be denounced as incendiaries, and perseeuted as

felons, for our part m this great political regeneration, was to be expected.

Our enemies, and the enemiee of reform, have made a great handle of

the anrder of Lord Norburyr which awkward affair has never been placed

in its proper light. It was a death, and nothing but a death ; bui wl||fe

ia it more than that of any other individaal t Is tlie life of a peer ofmore
vahM than that of a peasant t It is a life, a unit, no^ distinguiiAe^ from

'

any other unit, but because there is a naught in its head One of tht

oppreasors ia gone—end ffone euddenly : so have many of the oppressed

ooe, likewise ; and vet Ute death of *his aristocrat makee more noise

than them all. Bluk toryiam, thia, which thinks of nothing bat rank

;

and ioapioaaly aasafto there ie rank in heaven—for there an angelot and
* i-ehangels, tiMM. To he free, is not to be oppressed ; te- remove op-

jreeeimi, is an a«l of froedom-; but an aet of nreedom is not muirier.-^

Ifarder ie of OMliee aforethought ; but where principle, and not malice,

tomovoe a man^ it is not marder, but the e^ot of political difierenoe. I
do not approve of u in detail, for I doubt its poiiey and* eflkaey, sa long

aathe p^er of aieatinf peer»remains in the crown ; but stiU this ia-nol

a eaae for pioaa honor, but rather for regret. There ia no robbei^, no
aeidid motive, no mean, vulgar plunder attending it. It was the deUbe-
rite aet of an exalted mind ; mntaken? perhaps, but of high flteliiiff, in-

tense patriotiem», and at Roman virtue. It was Brutus preferring Rome
to CiMar. It was a noble deed, but rather philosophical, pei^piy than

religious. Sordid politicians cannot understand it, cowards dread it,'and

biffota denounce it. Few of us, perhaps, are sufficiently devoted, or en-

Ii(pitened, publicly to app^iod—to say that we sanction it, or would achieve

it ourselves ; but, whatever we may think of the act, abstractedly, we
oannot bat admire the firmnese, the nobleness, and the elevation of .the

Erpetrator. He was a. true patriot. He was right—Heaven will reward

n; if he was in error, his motive will be respected^ and he will be

pitied and forgiven; So, in Canada, the burmn^ out of the vile conser-

vative loyalist, is not arson, for it ie not malicious ; and the secret re-

moval of Ibem to anot' r world; not murder, but constitutional ameliora-

tion. Great allowance must be made for the warmth of political excite-

ment. A Lount may despatch those whom the press denounces. That
noble-minded man, Brougham, has thus considered it ; the perpetrators

have been pardonoi; the jails have been thrown open,, and the patriots

aet at larg^, to commence anew their great moral and political .|;pforma-

tion. If thia ia right in Canada, how can it be wrong in Ireland^^ and if

right in Canada and Ireland, hov' can it be wrong in Uie southern atatea
' B a.

i
«*<..:

i^
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run Lima>iAa or

of AnMrietl Tht laws of j*i*tiM mo uniform tiid onivorMl. Wlwt m
Lord Norbury mora than Chartrand, or Lord Olanolg noro than Sboalti

•^unit for anit*—tit for tat—a Rowland ht an Olifor. Naeoasity baa ao
kw ; but tven in the ays of th« law, it is said, all man ara aqual. In

Iha ova of haaTOQ wa know thry aro. Tba paer and tha peaiant ara both

oqaaC than, aa far as killing ga«a ; and killing, no moraar, aa far aa Iho

aoaaneo of personal malice goes. Under theoe cirtUAetancea, let ua per-

aiat in Hiding, bjr all meana, similar to those resorted to in Canada, our
devoiou sable brethren of the sooth. Should a few of theia maatera bo
vomoved, it is but the natural consoouence of the system, and not of tho

reform; and the roois, if traecfi, will be found to spring from the Mi4
soil of alavery, and not from the virgin mould of fieedom. In bomidllff
the stubble, who ever doubted a few ears of grain would be coneume^oe
in cutting down the weeds, that a f«w bladoa of graaa were to be sacri-

Aeedl—none but fools or idiots.

In my next I shall give you a detail of my prooeadinffs. At preeent 1
have left royael^ bately tofua enough to subeenbe myaelf

Your much attaohed

and aincere friend,

JOBEPM LooKii

Kstrmfrtim • NttPijMff pMitkei at Viehiurg, undtr date 0/ VMi'
May, 1839.

We Mgret to atate that thu city waa thrown into great eonfoaion and
alarm yeetetday, by the diaoovery of a. plot for an inaurreetiou of the no-

ns, tho muvdor of the whitea» and the deetroetion of the place bv Aro.

u clearly traeod tohavo-originatedf with a (anatieal English aboution-

iet, of tho name of Joseph Loelie, who ej^tiated on the gallows, in tho
aommary manner jprescnbed by **>iudge Lynch," thio atrociooe o^neo
•ninot theJawe of God and man. On hie porson. waa ibond tho draft of
a loiter addressed by him to a member of the Britieb Parliament fwheat
name for the preeent we withhold), not merely admitting the pari bo waa
about to take in thia infr.-nal woih, but actually joatifyiM[ mnrdor and
araon aa kudable acta, nnen resorted to in the cause of relorm. He iMid

an opportunity oflerM to him yesterday by our indignant eitiaona, ot teat*

ing the. truth of hie principlee and the soundnese of hie reasoning. It ia

to DO hoped) tot his own sake, hia Tiews underwent no> change in bis last

momentat

No. IX.
LETTER

FSpM k CADET OF THE GREAT WESTERN TO HIS MOTHER.
DlAB MOTHII,
- As I intend to get out as eoon aa we- get into. New York, and look for

i packet for England, I write this letter that I may peek it off to you aa

eoMi aa possible. Don't be afraid that I am going to spin a long yam.
I shall merely aend you a few mattera i have entered in my log, on which
I intend to eatend a pretest against the owners, captain, ship, and all

persons concerned. Fitting- midshipmen on board a steamer to make
eeamen of th "^m, ia about o» the same ground tier with aending roariaee

to eea to teach them to march. Nobo^ but diem landlubbere, the Di-
rectors, would ever think of such a thing ; but you shall jodga for your-
aalf which wst to ateer in thia affair, when you hear vdiat I bato to aay

and sea how the breakers look when laid down on tba chacL

flS
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W« \nf had • long voytM of tw«ttly*two dayi. E?ar •tnea wa trip-

pad oor inehor at Brmol, my baala ha?a baan trippad initaad, and I bava
laaraad pratty w^II what a trip at aaa maana. Our maaa ia forward, and
a pratty maaa wa hava mada of it, not being moeh mora forward ooraalvaa

than whan wa atartad. Tha aaa Ina waabad off all oar crockary. Bro-
kan diahaa float aboat tha floor, till tha eabin looka lika a rivar " Plata."

I an naariy aa bad off myialf, for I ilaap ao wat I am all in *' Shivars/*

Oor bcaakfaat e«pa ara taa>totaIly broka, thoagh wa hara aara no broak-

ara ; and oor attMr* aa tha mambar of Parliament that naad to dine with

Fa, aaid of tha ilooaa, ia either diaMlvad or pra<' ragoad,* I don't know
whjph. Onr deaantara and tomblara ara all in piacaa and tumbled over-

hflM^ which happana ao ofWn that I aoppoae it la the raaaon why people

aallTt the glaaay aarfiMa of the aea. My nead ia all cavared with bampa,
not to mention other plaeae, and tha older boya laugh when I complain,

and aall ma a aountry 4>0Bpkin, bnd the doetor aaya they ara ao well

da?alopad thai they wouM be a talaable atucJy for hamp-ology.

My maaamatea* bottona have O. W. on them, which meane ' great

wage,' and whan they don't know what game to play, they make gaiiia

of ma and i^y the devil. Wa have black thinga on board with long

lege, Ihraagh which wa learn to take tha aun, called, ' making an obafer*

Mion,' thoQgh wa ara not allowed to apeak. Thia inatmmant they call

a ' aaston,* beeauae wa have to look ao gravo ; and when the appointad

iima la coma which comea alike to all, the aaston ia oaaful, to tell na

how kNBg wa are from oor long homaa, that we may catcalato^tha length

of oar oaaa, mak* oar ciooked wayi atraight, and never loaa ai|^t of tna

latter and of our viyaga. They have a chip tied to a atring, which they

eall a log, and ittMar ii faito the water to tell haw fkat tha vaaaal goaa

anr baainee»ia to haul it in. I bfgin at thia work aa aoon aa wa leave

OUpatowi and I aaaare von it chop* my handa before long, and if I err

|aa I do aometimaa] with pain, the boatawain threatana toalap * my ehopa'

Iw Uabbaring. l^a atmig hae knota in it, and- every mile aha goae ia

adiad a knot. The more aha doea not go» the faater aha goea, which
would poisle them that were not uaed to fdch knotty thinga.

Every old thing almoat haa a new name on b!>ard of a ihip^ What do
yoo think they call watchea, and how do yoa aoppoae they ara made 1

why, four men and an officer raake a watch,, or, aa they aay, a watch
with four handa. It ia a veiy hard caae for a watch that haa to torn up
in tha night. They try every plan in the world to plaguo «a : whaoaver
it ia dark and I can't aae my hand before mo> I am aent to>tha bow and
deeirad to " keep a aharp look-out." The aea breaka over me there and
wata ma through, and when I- complain of it the captain lausha and aaya
** yon are a dry fellow." The short watchaa are called the aog watcLaa,

beeauae tb^n handa are only " terriers" for half the time the others
^ff^.

They are well named, for one leads the Ursi of a.dog here, and we become
growlers, every one of- us.

Aa for me, I have charge of the eaptain^s jolly-boat, which I am told

ia quite an honour.. My business is to set him ashore, and then to set

myself in the atem for two hours, whistling " by mocmlight alone," till

he comes baok. Very 'jolly' work, this. Ht calls us his 'jolly tara,'

out of fun.

I hope, dear mother, if you have any regard for me, you will take me
out of this Steamer. I look like a blackguard and feel like one. The
captain calla me a ' amiitty rascal.' I don't like such namea ; but every

one ia Imutty and can.'thelp.it« The ahrouds are amutty^ the ropes ara
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•mnUy, ud th« tails mn imutty, snd, to have things of a piece, they

iiave a parcel of srauttj nuolatto girls on board. I wipe more amut o»
my face with a towel, than I wash off with the water ; and smut wsf

shirt more in putting it on, than in wearing it. Ton will hanUy belioTe

it, but my very talk is smuttT. I lo«k like a chimney-sweep, for though

I do not sweep lues, as he does, the flues sweep me, and both of us go

to pot. I am so covered with soot, I am afraid of a spark setting me a

fire, and then I should be a " suttee."

The steam ruins everything in the ship. Our store-room and berths

a^ back of the boiler, and are so hot, our candles, that used sometimes
to walk off, now run before they are lit ; our butter undertakes to spread

itself; my boots are dissolved into jelly—^but it it bootless to comfUla.
The knives and forks which used to assist us in eating, are now eat op
themselves with rust. Not a single bit of our double Oloucoster is left,

but has made iu ' whey' with itself. Our tea leaves us ; it bai distilled

away, and the leaves are all that is left. The stewardess laments her

lost ' bo—he.' Keeping our eggs under hatches, has batched our eggs

;

and we have had to sheU-out our cash for nothing birt shells. My nevf

coat, a moving * tale,' reveals—even guilt, that was sc- glarmgy is now
* guUtless,' and its ' mould' buttons are themselves covered with
' mould.' The cppe has become a ' Cape do Verde ;' everjr one com*
l^rais of my * choMr ;* and the sleeves is no longev a lanching matter.

My hat has * felt' die change, and, as well as myself^ would be none the

worse of a longer '-nap ;* while my gloves are so shrunki they have ceas-

ed to be * hamfy.' I hare not been mortified by having * my feat in the

stocks,' but my shoes are so bad, I am often in my atock-in-feei—I ua,
* upon my aole,''and there ien» help for it. The clerk gives us lessona

that he calls iKtures, so that all the spare time we have mm working the

ahipi if spent in working ' more,' wUch works^ us^ soi we have beeonio
* ^Muri* ourselves. To give three hundred pounds fyt the piivUege d
working Idle fan for nothing, for the Great Westerns, for three years,

was about as good a joke, dear ma, a»waa ever passed off upon aft affiw-

tionatc mother. Whoever pot that into your heiul, put you. into his pock-
et ; for, after all, it is only a kitehen on a large scide, with steam-cook-
ing ai^Mratue of great dimensions. A man can never rise, wheee work
ia all below; and he who aucceeds, and gets at the top of the pot, makes
but a pretty 4ettle of fish of it, at last. No, dear mother, remove me,
I beseech y«u, for I am tired of these trips, these parties of pleasure,

these Western tours. I shall want anew outfit when I return—an en-
tire new kit, and a complete set of traps. My old ones, if wrong-out,

will give * ereosote* enough to- buy new ones. The ship joggles so, I

can^t writs straight ; and I- have got so used to the trembles, that my
iumd ahakes like palsy—ther& aint a steady hand on board.

^They say a rolling stone gathers no moss ;. how that is, I don't know,
as I never saw one that kept rolling about ; but I know that a nriling

limb loses a great deal of skin. My sea chest is growmg foot into a
hair trunk. It is already covered with the skin of my shins, and, in this

hot, ffreasy place, the hair will, doubtless, soon begin to-grow upon it.

We h&re "fresh rolls" every minute; and a man may well be said to
urn his wages, who does nothing but boil water all ilay.

The sun has tanned all my skin, and the steamed oak has tanned all

my clothes ; the consequence is, my linen is all leather, and I am become
a shining character and a polished gentleman. I am a nigger ; * manci-
pate* me,. dear ma, for you know not what I eufier. All Hm water ia so

hot, it scald)
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hot, it scalds ; all the iron so heated, it bums ; while the whole ship

hissee at you. The tar bubbles up through the seams, and your feet

stick ftst to the planks ; and when you complaui, they tell you you are

an upright man, steadfast and immoveable ; but, being ' decked up,' is

not so pleasant as you'd think. I'd; a thousand times rather be * tricked

out,' wnich I intend to be, when I return. I have no objection to stick

to my profesffion, but I don't wish to stick in it ; and its no use to talk

ofjMomotion to a man who can't get a step.

lliough I often get a wigging, I can no longer comb my hair, for it

has become a pitch plaster, and my head looks like a swab of oakum dip«

ped in tar. It is humbling to think I should be so disgraced, as to make
It fllewhole study how to * pick a lock.' Ward off this disgrace, dear

ma, for you can't judge of officers afloat, from what you see of them
ashore. They put on sea-manners with sea-clothes; and instead of

looking aa bright as King of Hearts, as they do b harbour, they look as

black as the Ace of Spwles at sea. When I first came alongside to

look at the ship, thev steered for the cabin, hailed the steward, and hove-

tQidireast of the table, where they broached the locker, and housed-out

Champagne and hock, which they overhauled in great style, and stowed
away with a ration of cake and negus. It was all as quiet as a calm,

and no cats-paw a moving on the water. The last thlnff a man would
dream of m such weather was a squall ahead. But when I came on
board with my traps, and was regularly entered in the ship*k books, and
we fairly got under way, it was no hmeer < what cheer, messmate V but
luffing-BD, and hailing in a voice of thunder, " I say, younsster, what
the devil are you doing there? you land lubber rascal ypu ; if you don't

go forward and attend to your duty, sir, I'm damned if I don't givik you
a taste of the rope's end." So, dear mother, as soon as we heave in

sight of Englsttd, hang out a signal for a boat-ashore, and just as we
xound-to at thif doc'., take your departure fbr home, and let me pull in

your wake after you, that's a dear, good mother, is the conatant prayer of

Your dutiful son,

YlLLiaRS ScBOOOIMfl.

No. X.

LETTER.
FROM A LAWYER'S CLERK.

»

DcAS SAtrnDBas— ^

Notwithstanding father's having issued his ' ne exeat regno' when I

applied for * leave to move' here, I am safe and sound '* within the

limits" of the Great Western, and bound ** beyond sea." I assure yoOi
this ship is no *'clausum" frigid, but as regular a '* fiery facias" asvovi

would desire to see, a perfect hot-hell, as the Scotch call it, or, as thuy
might, with more propriety say, *' an auld reeky ;" but what we of the

temple, call an immense *' flotsam." As our policy is to go straight,

and not " extra viam," there is little fear of a ''deviation," and so I

r
resume we shall have a short, as well as a pleasant voyage. The " bar

try" of the steward, being covered by the " Premium," I will proba-

bly end'^avour to illustrate the meaning of that term ere long ; at pre-

sent,' whatever I eat, is ' served' with an immediate ' ejectment,' and
although I am constantly in the act of drinking, and desirous of ' taking

tho benefit of the act,' yet I do not find it, as I fondly hoped and ex-

pectedi ' aa act for quieting possesaion ;' and I mu/<9t say, that inmy

%^
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prMent iitaali^ I much prefer a * retainer* to a * refresher.* How
dften, dear Sanwhllp, have I been tempted in days bj gone, to throw
** Coke** into tke lb« ! and I aeanre you, it is quite delightful to Mi
with how little ocremony they do it here. If the great text-writer wera
on hiMHrd with his bulky commentator, he would dislike * Coke Uj^
Littleton* aa much as others do, and stand quite as good a, ehanca of
being floored, aa bis juniors. Although we have no *jury box,' we
have a 'jury-mast,* and yet there is, I regret to say, no exemption from
being ^^^en ** empannelled," as numerous ' indentures* in my sides

and * pOMtea,* btar painful testimony. You t«ke your plaea here oppo-
site your bertha, but as the * benchers' hsTe dropped off ikst, thera is

rapid promotion towards the head of the saloon. As I was late, jL|Uii

low down on the list, for they * forestalled* all the good placea, bv^en-
tering an appearance first,* and there is no changing the 'yame' allowed
here without consent, or in ease of * aon-reodenci.* Tns *nile ia

peremptory,' and, like poverty, bringe yoa aoqoaintance with strange

company. There are many things I shall ei)ter into my * demurrer
bool^' relative to the accommodation on board of this sh^, so that if I

ever have a 'venire de novo' on board of her, I may be more con^rta-
ble. One of the first would be, to move a " repeal of the black act,"

for I protest against Afirican servants, as strongly as a Quaker does
agunst slaves. They uri excessively disagreeable, and I shall serve

Cl^rtain Platton 1ivi& a ' notice of inquiry' on this subject, and he may
* move w'imend,' if he thinks proper. As things now stand, it is per-

lectly absurd^ him to mske deelarations * de bene esse,' and to i^te
to the public, that the committee are disposed to so * any extent OKfiiSf

ofthe passengers, when he suffers the cabin to be perfumed, and the

9r any * exhonoretur entered* for any act of the steward or his partners

;

in shoit» for nothing that happens on board, ' except under the Xiord*s

act.'

Anther objection that I shall take, is the facility with whish people

in the adjoining cabins and ' vicinage' have * oyer' of all you say, and
by * suggesting breaches* in the j^urtttion, may * inspect' your ' pro-

ceedings' a * recogftoisance* that is not very pleasant, especially as the

object of all^rivaey is to avoid having " nul tiel record" of your say>

ings and domgs.—Although no man is more reluctant than I am td

take excitations, eRpecially while *' in transitu," or more disposed to

take things as I find them, yet in justice to myself, I must have " a
certiorari to remove such causes" of complaint, as a ' teste' ofmy being

in earnest to prevent imposition. ' If the question can be put at all,* I

sjiiould like to ask, and I think I have ' a right to put it,' why the bread

is so badly baked 1 When I complained of it to the steward, he had
the insolence to reply that it was made sofl intentionally for the use of

the young " John Does" on board, but that he *' would strike me off

the rolls" if I did not like them, and in case I preferred, what he un-
derstood, few lawyers did, ' a consolidated action,' mv ' daily allowance
of bread' should be toasted. It is natural I should reel crusty at such
impertinence, and wirL • a stay of proceedings' of this nature. Indeed^

I have grown so thin I feel entitled to bring an action on the case against

the captain. I shall have a * devastavit' against the steward, ror the

wine is flat, stale, and uni/roiitable, in consequence of the insuffideacy
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of fte " estopples," which are moat inartificially

tali causa' woaM be better with the < clerk ofthe

,
There are eoTeral ladiee on board * feme aeule'

Iml^aa I have no intention to be •* ungues accouple** forHlgleast "infra

sex annos,*' mv master will have no occasion to be alanned at it jm an
act *' per quod servitium amisit." They are however a very agreeable
« set off" of a ' dies non' on shipboard to the " prolixity" of our '* pro-

ceedings.'* My *' prochien ami" is a girl of eighteen years of age, beau-

tiful as au houri ; but alas ! she has not only " nulla b&na" ofwhich I

could hive an immediate ** habere facias possessionen^" but unfortu-

nately " nil habet in tenementes," or Jrdo not know that I would not

perpetrate marriage with her * nunc protune,' but really I have no idea

ofCMnmitting an unprofessional, and I may add, ungentlemanlike '* mis-

joinder" with poverty. If I cannot live in proper style when married,

and as beeopaa a person ofmy station in hfe, I prefer not having " an
attachment" at all, whieh in such case would be literally, as well as

figuratively, " a criminal proceeding."—Matrimony is a great ** limita-

tion of action ;" it is very apt to involve a man in that most disagreeable

and disreputable affair ** a distress for rent," and what perhaps is more
fatal to his success in life, to being frequently *' oveh'uled," and having
his ** judgment reversed" without even the usual fontialities of having
** cause shown'*~^but if I could find a girl (and I say this in the strictest

cmifidence of professional secresy,) who had never * given a cognovit'

to any other practitioner, and who coulu convince me that *' nil debit"

Uiat she had in her own and not in " auter droit" 4 auflSciency of
** assets," and a respectable sum of numey in hand arising from some
good and valid <* last tnll and tesiamefW^ in addition to the *' estate in

tail," why then, my dear fellow, let ** me confess" a^ once that if this

were'the case, and " site fecit secunup," I should make no objection to

1^ '* procedendo," and bringing the suft to ** issue" at once withoutwait-
ing for leave of '' principals."—^It is a way of getting into ** the stocks"

at once 1^1 and honourable, and of all money—-Iknow ofnone so easy
to be obtamed^ or so pleasant to spend as matri-" money." The * tunoA
eosts* arising from marriage *' mensa et thoro" are not easy to b« ewH-
eehred, and although I have reason to £oar I shall begin life, I hare no
idsh to terounate it ** in forma pauperis ;" for you must admit there is

a%ide difference between having *' bills taxed" (a species ofamusemMit
to which you never *' except") and being ' taxed with bills.' At present
theitofore I am not disposed to give my fair one a '* notice of trial," hut
lather to insist on ** a non pros."

Talking of pleading, pots me in mind of * an issue' joined with a
shark which we '* cfipia»ed" to-day. In the first attempt, he made ** an
•scape," but was < re-taken' on a * new trial.' He is one ofthat species

that sailors call ** honest lawyers." He was dreadfully convulsed (though
not with laughter), and struggled to *< rescue" himself for a long time,

xOtn ceased till he died ; but *« actio personalis moritur cum persona."
It is my intention to visit Massachusetts (d. massa-choose-it) and

Connecticut (d. connexion-I-cut), and when there, to study their laws
and jurisprudence, for " non sum informatus" on this subject ; and I

trust ray /ather will approve of my not losing sight of my vocation while
thus employing my * vacation.'

When I obtain answers to all my interrogatories '* concerning these

Battels, I will put you into possession" of them. In the mean time,

M'

^k
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" arrest yonr jui^aient." The <m\j point not neceeiary to *' rtMrre,"
ifiho truth with which

I MB, dear Saandere,
Youra alwaya,

\
''

. Richard Rob.

y

No. XI.

LETTER
FROM A TRAVELLER BEFORE HE HAD TRAVELLED.
DBAS Mao—
Publisher has had the assurance to make an excuse of my never

been in America, to offer me only half price for my travels, and
therefore concluded to make a flying visit to that country, so as

" to give a face" to them. It was in vain that I protested that people

who had never seen the Colonies, made capital speeches, wrote elegant

despatches, and framed Constitutions for them ; that one man who had
only seen Canada from a steamboat and the Castle windows, desortbed

Nova Scotia and the United States, neither of which he had ever been
in, and drew a miMte comparison of their general oppearance and the

habits and feelings of the people ; that another was seized in bed in

Romney M«rsh*4il4 eenl out to North America as a Governor ; and
in short, th^ jMliaVMdl knowledge and practical experience were aptmily
to engender prejitdioe and cloud the understanding. He admitted it aU,

but said he wanted to have *' incidents of travel," striking sketches and
living caricatnres, to make the worit take, to give it effect ; in short,

•omothing new, something that would cover untrodden ground.

I am therefore off in the Great Western, and I hope to so^r the

country in eight weeks, by starting at once, after my arrival, for the

extreme points. I shall in a few days reach thv prairies by means of
railroads and canals, from whence I will dash in among the Piiimess,

and kill a buffalo, and firom the hunters I will get all Twant to fill dfp

the detail. I will then visit the scenes of recent disturbance ia Cana^
da, and obtain an interview with some of the rebel leaders, and t^ thna

dwetting on opposite points, give a magnifioent idea of the ezteni of

J

ground I have sone over, fhave had the book all ready written

or some months past, at least all the laborious parts of it, and
have nothing to fill in but the jests and the anecdotes. I have
avdded the rambling mode adopted by Hall, Hamilton, and Mant^^,
and have given it an elaborate, scientific, and analytical division, as fol-

lows : 1st Book embraces the geographical position and natural re-

oorces, ana and population. 2d. Political statistics, includingjgov-

emment, revenue and expenditure, eivil, military, and naval affiure.

8d. Moral statistics, (that is a title will please the rads. vastly) includ-

ing religion and education. 4th. Medical statistics, including com-
parative morality, &c. 6th. Economical statistics, including aencnl-
ture, manufactures, navigation, trade, dto. All this is done, and is, in

my opinion, devilish well done, for a man who knows nothing about it

;

but the United States almanacs, road manuals, newspapers, and guidB
books, have furnished abundant, and, I am inclined to think, authentic

information.

It is but to hash up the cold collatio&s of my predecessors. The de-

ductions and theories from these facts, I feel I can draw as well in Lon-
d<m as in America. In this the publishMrs agree, but they say they

want life;
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I. The de-

well in Lon-
ey say they

want life ; " veritimilitude*' is their word, and " striking incidents.'*

The politics are on the safe side—ultra-radicals. I have applied a sledge-

hammer to the church in the colonies ; blown op the rectories, and
elergy reserves, sky-high ; gone the whole figure for responsible go-

vernments ; (though between you and me, and the post, I can't, for

the soul of me, understand the difference between that, in the sense

demanded, and independence,) for ballot, universal suffrage, ^and short

parliamenrs ; and illustrated these things by their practical workiniqr in

the new states of America. As respects the house of Lords, that is a
delicate subject. M/ friend .... fell foul of it, ^nd charged it with
legislating in ignorance and inattsntion. This course may do for him,
.but, for obvious reasons, I think it imprudent in me. His section is

the most aristocratic of the parties at present, and I du ibt if it would
serve my torn to follow him. The church is a difft^^uut thing. That
is fair game ; and I am in this liberal age, backed by high authority, for

giving it no quarter. Besides, it is not a '* church militant." I have
gone beyond Broucham in this, who swears it was the church which
was the cause of the rebellion in Canada. As riepects the state of
slaveiy in the States, I have gathered apecdotes on board, from some
travellers, that are capital, especially of Jeflbrson selling his own ehild-

ren—flogging others, and playing the very devil; of a descendant of

Washington being a slave and set up at aneticn ; and of a white wife

being compelled to wait upon the black mistress of her husband, and so

on. Talkmg of slaves, reminds me of the Barbadoes Globe of the 16th

August, which I send you. Read the sermon of an abolition captain

Somebody. It is capital. I wish it served our views to insert it : if it

did, I Would do so, for it would make an excellent article, particularly

where he points to onia of their masters, and tells the negroes they must
not kill h*m—must not hate him for his cruelties, and so on ; like the

old story of not ducking the pickpocket. It is magnificent ! That "fel-

low ought to head a commission—the Quakers should put him into par-

liamoot.

; Oflynching, I have got some choice stories ; and will endeavour to

pals through the state where they took place, to give them fnmi tho
spot. Of the bowie-knife—Arkansaw tol^-pick, and other stilettoes,

in nse among the settlers on the Indian borders, I imported a specimen
when I began the work, and had drawings made in London. On wasts
lands in the colonies, some people we wot of, have made capital speech-
es, I understand, as I have written my book from ofiSicial returns, ami
foncy. I hear they are right in part, and in part wrong ; the righi

psrt, every body knew—tho wrons no body ever heard of before. I

will " disouss most learnedly" on this matter. I can boast, now, that I

am an eyewitness. Ego te intus et in cute novi ; which is more than
either of them can say, at any rate. I have made out the following list

of subjects for anecdotes, which, like a cork jacket, will make the body
of the book float lightly. The appetite of the public is like that of the
boft»constrictor, it is not satisfied with less than the whole hog. Lynch-
ing—spitting—gouging—steamboats blown up—slavery—sales and
breeding of slaves—^licentious manners of the South—slang expressions

of the East and West—border doings in Canada—Clay—President—"
Webster—^ignorance of the fine arts—bank frauds—land frauds—stub-

bing with kmves—dinner toasts—flogging in the United States navy—
voluntairr system—advantage of excluding clergymen from schools^ in-

stance, Qirard's College, &c.—-cruelty to Indians—^ravenous eatihg—
F

.S-
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vnlg»r fuBUiarity—boarding hooMf—list of nam«i of drink—waUritof
p1aees-~-lefitlativo anomalies, and tridis of log-rolling bills—an«cdol4«

of Papineau-—Sir John Colborne and Lord Darham—and soma fo^ilAC

woman, perhaps, the most attraetive of all. These I can gather fi^
.

travellerst and from party-men, who, in all countries, never s|n|«i^ their

opponents ; and from coantnr joamals, and the speeches of mob oNlofo.

It will spice the work, affora passages for newspaper puffs and para-

graphs, and season the whole dish.

All this can be accomplished in eight weeks, easily. The AmericaM
livo in sliamboata, rail-cars, stage-coaches, and hotek^ so that I shaU
seathem at home while traTelling, and oi their domestic manners, aak
freely of any one I meet. It is not neoessary to give dates | no one
will know when I arrived, wuen I departed, or how long I wa» in t||«

eountry. Otttaa are awkward boys, Ui^ are constantly getting between
your legs and throwing you down* I will give the whole a dash Of tho

democracy of the new school, being both anti-eharch and anti-toiJi in

my qpiojon. I w^talk of general progression—of reform meafure»'
of the folly of finant^, and so on. It will take, my dear boy—it williio.

—I shall go down as well as any ultra-Liberal of the day. I tlj^unk I

see the notices of it already :

—

This is a great work.

—

Sun.
This work is eminently entitled to public fiivor.

—

Weekly Disvl^h,
This is at once a profound and entertaining work. We never ooi^ervad

any thing before so remaikably beautiftil as the illustrations. TheWiCi^
are distinguished for picturesque effect and importance of subject, Tto
drawings are accurate and exquisite.

—

The Town.
It has been said, that Hogarth's pictures are read, and the saneK|; maf

be said of the prints in the volume before us.

—

Exemmet. ^ :

Of Mr. Grant's work, it is impossible to apeak in tenna eif fqffi«^«|it

approbation. The enlarged views, varied and accurate informatjkin mi,illi

topics of general interest, and the liberal and enlightwied timem'i^ilbdilig,

that pervades thil book, justly entitle him W rank among the tao^y'fto*

Ibuna thinkers, and successful writers' of the present day. .Wi^#rawly
oongratalMle him on his eminent success, and the pubUe orf so ^doable
an addiUmi to ita literature. More we cannot say.

—

8dtiri$L

This b decidedly the best book jver written on America.—iSfaii^iqr

This work is entitled to a place by the side of Lord Durham^s mi(M(»rly

ranort t higher praiae it is impossiiue 1o accord.—JlfoHitn^ CkronieU.

IThen foUow <' The Beauties of Grant,"—4iofr well it sounds ! Think
ofthat. Master Mac. That—that—ib^fama. Ifyon oould get ine made
a member of some of the London Societies, dorins^ my absence it would

Im of great service to me. Aa F. R. 8., or M. L. S., or M. Q, S., af-

one's name on the title-page,^ looks well, and what you. aay then,

oomes ez cathedra as it were. You apeak as a man having authority,

iou are a ** most potent, grave, and reverend signior,'* and entitled to be

eard among men. I would not mind the expense of the thing, could it

bemansffed, for the sake of the eclat it would give me and my woric, aaS

fin the pleasure too of letting all the world know the fact, asmy volume,

hope, cannot fail to do.

Murray's book is dedicated to the. Queen by special permission, and

(diat alone is a feather in the author's cap^ A book that is inscribed in

fiiis^ormal manner, is supposed to be read, at leaat, I; its patron. Now,
although I have no pretensions to this h<mour, my views ought to make
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wj. book a ia?oarite with the parties whose cause I so strongly advoeata,

puiteularly that portion which demonstrates the necessity of conciliating

lifal sects, by a total rejection of the Bible from the Common SehoolsScM
file nation ; and I confess, I shall entertain the hope that Lord B——

>

will ilHerest himself to obtain for me, the special permission of the Mar*
?«i#of Locofoco, to dedicate my travels to him. His ** imprimatur'* is,

admit, no great advantage in a literary point of view, but politically it

ia of the first importance. It will give it " the Tower mark,"—it will

pass current then as coin. And now, hurrah for the Pawneea—the Tex-
ans, and the Canadians—and Yankee town, and then for ^Travels in

the Uaitod States of America, the Texas and British ProTinces» with
minute ind copious details of ihoir geographical, political, moral, medical,

mid edonomical scstistics, inclw||n{(rinteretting anecdotes of distinguished

fiving characters, incidents of iM^* snd a description of the habits, feel-

ings, anddomeatic life of the peiq^ Illustrated with numerous drawinn
aii^sketchea taken on the spotMAe author. By Gregory Grant, F. R.
§i and M. L. D. Dedicated, l^apecial permiesiop, to the Msrqais of

Locofoco." i«
Bere is the pilot on board. All is bustle and confusion. God bless

joa ! dear Mac. Don't forget the F. R. S. or aome other A. S. S. so>

'Cietv. Adieu.

,
Tours always,

f ^
^ Gkbooby Gbamt.

No. XII.

LETTER FROM A STOKER.
"IteBB.Av— '-'"'

Latt night at ever waa in Bristnl Captain Clazton ired me for tog*
IQ Aals|icka on board this steamer Big West un as « stoker, and thna
a* i^lefed me all along the rode from Lunnuv may foller me there t«9
ff ;t)|ii7;lik% and be dammed to em and much good may it do them twe^

m pnMmg in England aint no sin in the U States where every man ii

free to do aa hepleseth and ax no uns lif neither, and wheiB^tanopeleiMy
BOr ednstahles, nor fleets, nor new gates, and no need of reibrma.

1 coolddt sleep' all site for laMng ivhen I thort ou they'll etaes wan
Ihcnr eurad i wasa elT and tuck the plate of Lord Springfield ^i
aim they lookin ak round Bristol and ad their pines for their tVoi

haven't worked so ard aiase I irund away from farmerDbggina ^e
he waa nocked off hia Orse and made to stand, aad lest his purs of munn^
as he gotfui his com, as lav ainee I listed for a atoker. Ime blei^ if

k aint crud ard wmk ear» I wurks in the eOia oleday and niie, a mov-
ing cole fiir the furnisa^ wlMefa neveir goes out but bums for ever attd ever,

and there is bo hasf^ it ia so ot my mouth is eated so that wat I drinks

smox and iases as if it wur a ort iron, and my flesh is as dry as ung beef

and the only consholarion I ave is Ide a been ung beef in Ernest if they

ad it nabbed me afore I left Bristul, all owin to Bill Sawyer peachin on
me.
No one would no me now for I am as black as the ace of spades aa

was and so is my shurt, snd as for clone shetes how long wood they bo
clone and me in them, and my skin is cracted like roasted pig, when there

be not fat enuf to baste it or yu to lazy to du it, which was often your

case and well you cort it for it two, when I was out of sorts which wat
eonf to S9X b man aa risked hia life to get ii, and then my eyes is aoai

».^5
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with dust u comet from the cole, Nnd lo stiff I avent power to hate
them bectaae they be so dry, and my mouth tastes sulfur always as bad aa

them as eoea to the devil in emestas Sally Mander did. I have no pease
at all and will not bn sorry when its over if I survive it, blow me if I will.

I amells like roste beaf and the rats comes smellin round me aa if they'd

like to have a cut and cum agin, but they will find it a tuf bosiaess and
' no gravy as the french man said who liveid two hull weaks on hie ebueo
anddide wen he cum to the holes, which he said was rather two much,
but I can't t ly I like there company a morsel more nor bill Sawyeree*
•nd blaat me if i donte be even with him if ever ha cornea t» Americka
for that gud turn he did me in blowing on me for the silver wich if ho
adnt done ide a been living at my ease at ome with you and muy be mar-
rid you if yoo and the children ad behaved well and showed yourself*

wurthy of it, as it is i cant say whether we are to meet agin or not, but

I will write to you when I landa the plate and let you know what my
prospect is in my line in New York. Then m^ shuse is |»ked a* ard

;

they brake Uke py crust and my clothea wat with wat eoni'd out of mo
like the rain at fust, and the ateme that cums out likewise, which is on-

eredibill, and wat with the dust aa cum out o? the cole, is aet liko lipr-

tar and as stiff as aement, and stand op of thenaelvea aki atrate aa a
Christian so they do, and if I ad your and in my and it wood melt like

batter, and yon that is so soft wood run away like a eandel with a thief

in it, BO you are better off where you b# than ere till I cool down agin

(nd come too for I'me blest if I woodnt set a bed en fire I'me so ort.

This it orrid wurk for him aa has more silver in his bag than arf tho paa-

ongers as, and is used to do as little wurk as the best of them is. *t

I got urted in my ohoek with a stone that bnrsted arter it got red

0|et m the grate, and flew out with an exploshun like a busted ,i^il«rt

ffily I wiah il^ Md been water inated, for it would ave been softiT Bor
It waa, for It was aa ard as a cannon ball, it noked down to ofmy tiwth,

and then Qokedme down, and made a amell like aearin a orae'o tail

with red ort iron, whieh ia the cause of its not bleeding mneh, tbo it

awellod aa Ug as a tamip, which occaahuna me to keep wnn eya ehnlt

aa ita no use to open it» when ita awelld all over it, for I cant sea. If

^ata the way peopei was stoned to detb, aa Ive eard, when I waa a
boy, when there waa profita in reli|lbD, it mnit have been a paneful

I know to my coat, who waa moat drownded, holdcn my ed in

»f water to aqnanch the red ort atone, whieh made the water two
bear any longer, and wen I tuked it out» H waa two mueh eated

lo old in my and. My feet also looks liko a tin enlliader, or a aiAer all

fnU of smul oles, were the red ort sindars have burned into the bone.

Them as node me wance, wouldnt swara to me now, with a ola in my
faoe as big as my mouth, that I adn't afoia, and too ba^ leetb out, aa

I adnH amre, anid my akin as black aa ink, and my flesh Vke dride cod
fish, and my air dried wite and friaxed with the eat like a neagurs, or
goose featliera in ort ashes to make quills ; and I'me able to drink a
gallon of Porter without wunca taking breth, and not feel il for ewap*
oration, and my skin so kivered with dust and grit, you oould sharpen

r throte furred up tike a ahip*a Inler

;

a knife on it, and my throte furred up tike a ahip*a Inler ; and mOj that

eood acarcely aorouge thro a winder, that can now pass out of a key
ole and not tare my clothea in the wards. Wnn cumfit ia, I was not

aee-aick, unleas being asck of sea, for I have no licked in ma, for what-
ever I eat is bidied into pot py, and no gnivjt which cuma off the grata

fat in the furniss, and bums rases no blistara, foor they ant oo waiter
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insids to make wan, only Isves a mark as the ort poker does on the
floor, and when ray tarns cams to eieap, its no longer a turhing this
side and then that, and then rolling back again, a trying and not being
able, for thinking and talking, bat sleep euros afore I can ly down, ana
all the pellise at Bo Street woodnt wake me no ntore than a corpse
wen I am once down in ernest. If I wuscnt in a u^rry I'd stick them
op with working like a horse in the mail that runs day and nits and
Bsrer stops. It woodn't be longssfore I'd nock off* a bolt, or skra, or
not or somethink ot that kind which ud caus them to let oat steam and
repair, which would give half a davs rest to wan, but as ita the first

and the last of my stokering, why the sonner th«re is on end to it the
better. No man coald idontical roe with a safe consbienee and no per-
gary, so if the Yankees spend their money as I ar heard till since I

took passidgs, on their backs instead of carrying it in their pockets,

i may retam after a short aliN to you and the ehudren, which will 69-

Knd on ow voa aafup in time and keeps oat of Low company, that ii

rring aceidenls or there is no noing whst may appen, for them ae
carry booy nives behind the capes of their costes, ana pistols in their

posiets instedof pistoles are ugly customers, and a feller may find him-
self delivered of a mistake afbre he north where he is, for they are apt
to save the law aJob, are them knives, so they are, and idir rather trust

to a jag missing firs or not hittitig bin man any time than to side arms,
for them big wigs oftener ang fire than ang a man-. They are iMkd

thingi them cut and thrusts for both sides, as Tom Rodge used to ss/,
—>He who stabbeth with his tang is in no danger of being ang, bat
be who stabbeth with his nife is Jamd apt to lose hb own lire.

When yon receive this letter, go to Blackf^iars, to the Swimmera^
and {i the fbur foot of the bed, in the left room, in the garrit, as t used
to use, when bisnis called, you will find the same olter as in years bed-
stead, and take the gold sneezer as is* there, which will raise thewind (

and be careful, as there is no noin when we msv meet, or whether I

wiirav time to send you any blunt or no, which will depend on how
70a conduct behind niy back ; I dbn't mentf this by way of discorage-

ment, hot to int you are too fiind of drink and keping company with
nectdy mizlera, to kepe seorets Ibr any wan without bringing him, to
tl|e crap. And, now that I*me in another world, I expect yon will gtv

lass to your own inwSnshans, whicb wiH be the ruin of yoa, ;^et,

as well as them as has the pleasure of your ackwaintance, in wicli case

you don't ear agin from me ; and I will luk for some wan ss nose how
to place a proper valy on adwice #hen they g<)ts it, which wasnH yout
case for sum tim gone. My present silivashin as all cum of not noin
how to be silent, or bill' Sawyers codn't ar ruined me in my bisnis—but
never mind; its a long tane that has no turn in it, as the chap ssd to

conshole himself in the tredmill.

Remember me to Jim Sprigirins, who is the primest ruffing cove I
ever shared a swag with. Tell him I'me no transport, though I'me
bound over the water, for I'me just visitin furrin parts, as the cents do,

on account of having lived too free at hotre, and that T ope to nap many
a reader with him yet, if Providence blesses our undertakings. So, no
more at present time, from

Tour loving friend,

Bill HoLMBSi.
F%
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No. XIII.

LETTER
FROM A STOCKHOLDER OF THE OREAT WK8TERT TO THE

SECRETARY.
I DOLY received your lavour, under dalo of the Mth vlt. per Mr.

Scribe, tile clerk, which oaine to hand at the time of sailing, and not*

k» eontente. I notice your request that I should forwari to yoo, per

irsi ahip via New York, that leaves after our arrival, touching at an
Englieh port, such suggestions and alterations as occur in a carefel re-

view of the ixtures, stock in hand, and miscellaneouo articles on
lK>ard, and have great pleasure in executing your order, and hope the

BMumer will prove satisfactory. The first renurk on the oatalogne I

would ottkt, is upon the alarming preponderance of Americans on
board, tbMj bein|[ one moiety or half part of the assortoMnt of naasen-

Grs mentioned in the bills of lading of the line cargo, ths Ljance
ing made up of foreigners, provineiala, and English.

In the event of any sudden breaking out of hoatilities, wbiM on the

passage between the two nations, as was recently feared, the provin-

oiale might eympathiie with the Ajnericans, who are trouUeeome cus-

tomers ; and the Polee» I would etake my exietenee, aa natural firienda

«t Iibnr?y,^hnving aerved an uiprenticeehip^ to the busineee» irould eide

wilklbem ; and the Ftench. »om their known antipathy to whitMhoy
eaJI tbftir antiquariatt enemiea, the British, together wiw the ilipatn
and liie body-guard,, who are all A-freco-Americana, and whese hoOiei if

they ean be said to have any, who are in bondoae abroad, ia the UnileA
States, wonld be ditto, and not neu/rel. Reintoreed bv this emttneivo

ndditionni eupply of auxiliaries against us, they would bo ensllllld, to
nako a na. npon the Engliah captain and his bra«e eountiymen, the
•t<Aers, and» perhi^^ lynch theiv, and eeize the et%^me% wnieh is too
frnt to be overtaken* or too strons to be retaken, or else t ani'much miato-

ken. It is not easy to conteropu te such a stoppage in onr line, wiihoo*
feelings of consternation and panic, and I submit it with all duo delbr-

once to yoor honousable board, for some premonitory meaaure,i thai

iriiall obviate aaeh an alarming occurrence, as a total lose. Yesterday,

when we thought of making a deviation, and putting into Halifax to
iseortain whetner Maine and New Bronewick had declared war, the

Americana put us all into bodily fear, that they would put ns into con-

finement, and make prisoners of ue without ransom ; and such fear*

•honU be removed by removing the moving cause.

Another serious item, serious from the consequeoces^as well as the

toa^itiide, is that of the number of lighta on board, whereby not to

mention waste, the safety of the ship, comprising a very extensive as-

oortment of vaiuable articles not nccersary to enumerate, and of the

passengers, is endangered, aa well as that of other vessels and pas-

sengers. We have now two actions pending against us at New York,

for the lose of two ships, that, mistaking our immense volume of light

/or a light-house mentiooed in the eoaet-book, ateered accordingly, and
were wrecked on the rocky shore, which in their vainglorious and boast-

ing language, they call * iron-bound.'—I have suggested to Mr. Ogdrn,

vrho is the most eminent counsel in New York, whether we might not

plead or aver, that, if the coast is ' iron-bound,' it was magnetic at-

faction, and pot excess of light, that caused them to be lost in'the

kini
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daiknaaa of tba nigbt. If tbia idea piaraila, it will anr* tham of nu-
king a aalaatkm of aooh higb-aounding woida t» denote ordinary tbinga,

and taaeb tbam to aubatituta faeta for poetia fietion of imagination, in
tranaaeting baatnaaa. I eonaiJar there ia araat danger af ire, and proa*

paei of immenaaaaoriftce of entire atock, if tba atrietest regarid to aeon*
omy in Itte diatribotion of it ia not attended to ; for akboagh tba Are^
of tba ingine falla into water, it would not be ao easy to make water
fall upon the ftre \ and ftra, aa yoo aaed to aay , sir, very forcibly and
appropriately, ia a bad nmster, thengb a good ainrant. I would, with
your Bind imlulgenee, obviate the dancer to the premiaee, by refbaing

to anpply the paaaengere indifidually with a lamp or candle or

ignition of any kind, and order, that when they clot j the eoneem and
abut up for the ntebt to go to bed, they ahooU! be aaaompanied by a
waiter, who aboaiu stand by them with a dark lanter.i m bia band,

open for the men, -but held behind him Ibr the ladMs. Premium qf in-

anranea would be redueed by underwritera on the policy by tbia peana*
and brokerage aairad alao, aa weB aa tba amount of pet^ average of
anxiaty.

Aa to the atoek of proviaiona on board, I would materially altar tba

aaaortroant of aolida and flnida. In tbia line I would mention the article

of aoda, four thouaand bottlea of which were drank during the voifage,

wbieb ia an imnMnae conanmption, netwitbatanding the price at which it

waa laid in waa onrivalled for cheapneaa» on aceonnt of the liberal die-

cooal allowed for prompt pay. Such a quantitT ia injorioua to health,

beingf aayatam ofoiet that lowera the ayatem of body—-ocoupiaa the time

of ihk waitera in drawing corka, and ia very expeneive. It ia caUad for

ebieAy amonff the Americano, who, Imay aay, are the only cuatomers,

and th^ order it by wboleaato ; their principal pleasure, I believe,

aiiatlg umn the exjploaion reeembling that of a rim ; but tbia ia only
another way of rifting proor pockey||f aa they would aerye four bodiea.

I would order the conaigneea at nSw York, not to lay in ao heavy n
atook of the article, the very freight of which nina up to a conaiderable

anm. I would have fower aorta of diabaa and of a better aort, and fow-

er kinda of winae and of a better kind. A ^at deal of meat ia now
waated beaidea what ia put under the waist, m tryinn wbieb they give

a preforence to. Tbia makee the paaaengera aick, and teepe them with
emptj atomachs ready to empty the dishes aa well aa tlw bottlea. I

bumUy conceive tbia want of apportionment ia bad eeonomy or rather

no eeonomy. I should prefer a selection ef heavy winee, tu leaa would
do by 60 nMr cent. It takes a vaat deal of light winea to make a man
light-heiHipand weak wines a man may dnnk fora week and feel no
atronmfHhijbB stowage. One excellent expedieet to prevent excea*

aive drinknl^vould Im to engage a doctor on reasonable terma, who
eoutd aing w^—a good song and a long aong between the glaaaea

preventa waating liquid by its lien on the decanters^ and every turn of
the bottle among one hundred and ten passengers costs in exact com-
putation one hundred and ten glassea of wine, which amounts to more
than seven bottles, a heavy item in the account. There is, it appears

to me, an advantageous opening here for an improvement. The article

too, should be imported direct, so aa to save commissions and retail

profits, and laid in at costs and charges only, to do business to advan-

tage. I would obaerve shipping charges at Bristol are too high, espe-

cially dockage, wharfage, lighterage, knd primage, and therefore laying

in at New York b preferable : and, to save custora>-house expenses,

everything should be included in one cockit.

^x^
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Th«r« akoald »lto b« • lieiM«Mnt on botrd ; I d» not imm .jMnte
llMt hftv* Ittft, for there ire tiweys enough of them ; but en ofReer eo

•lllM« indopendont of the mttee. Thie oflieer ehould ha?e eharfo of tho

tin Mid ue eabin ohergoa, and of the paaaenorra and their baggagee,

•f whom ought to be in hia convoy. He Aouid preside over tho

^tabb and relieve the captain of thia department, who, never being brought

«p to thia Una of bosineM, it unacquainted with partieulara, althoogh

•molou to merit public approbation and patronage by aaaidaoua atten-

tkw. In addition to this, tne captain ia a * Chartial,* and eonseqotntly

not ao well fitted for large aasembliea. Aa to the decorationa of tho

aalooM, they are moat eostly, though the prime cost is not to be eoi»-

plained of; but they produce no return. The fabrica are elegant and
of dwrabki materials, and wansnled of first quality, eepecially the dra*

pory, which ia of the newest pattern and faahioo. They art now mvch
damaged and atand at the lodneed value of itmnanta, eepecially *h«

paintii^. Now, although a mere daub can ne'.ar beceflll**« ^09# p^e*

tura, yet a fine painting may eaeily become a mere daub, aa m proved

on board of thia vessel, for the servants are constantly robbing their

dirty handa on them. A touchy aorvant is the most disaffreeabie of all

ttttfManta, and althoagh I (htest one that ia thievish, I make no objec-

tion at all to ono that ia light fingered. I would intimate therefore ae an

•dditioii to your ordars, tlwt theie ehould bo no mora black aervanta, for

it la obvioos that a hand that iaalwaya Mack must be dirtier than one
that kmlfjf oceaaionally aow Although there ia no aopper laid, yet )adff>

ing from Ika qnantitv dirunk, there are some tolerable soppora on board ;

aM MMlioviea, aaidtnca, and salt fiah ehould be carefully exeloded finHB

the iiivoieo and connd^red contraband, aa well aa all provoking tbinga.

Ho vHm (birata after drink aoon becoraea bloody tMvaty, and ia a dai^r-
oua coatooMr. Thiria the more unaafo, Iktcaoae in ^eae premiaea wo
are eomtantly kept in hot water, ^nothor improvement would bo to

remove the tub* that puna Uie ww)le length of the e^in under the

tablo» and anawera'.BO purpoae but ateaming ealves' loefr into jelly,

and to place it on the table, where it might TWi coonter to the

diabea and be ooefol in keeptng tho dinnere warm, aa well ae to make
articlea ahow to advantage. I have no objection to cold meat^ but I

like hot aoup ; and fiah that comea to table not warmed is out of ** place,"

—and I like to,4)aar young ladies'' tonguee ohatter, but not their teeth.

Two aaloona would be better than one, and give more satiaraction, on
an average, to tboae who favour ua with their cuatom ; for though I ad-

nura a mob cap, I detest a mob of caps. The side pathsij^een the

tablea and side walls being but an ell wide, are too narrowiSMpto pass

and repasa without iBespassing on each other's feet. ^yi||P^told' me
UMlay aho never knew before the pain of being " Sir-pa8M«|Pand diough

ahe had no objection to the " freedom of the press," snaHMid great re-

pugnance to a *' press gang," and bad no idea ti b«ing>*' preaaed on board

ahip."

But the most beneficial alterstion that has occurred' to me to make on
board the ship, so aa to make it yield a good dividend to proprietors and
contmand an eatensive run of patronage, would be to subject the pas-

aengera to animal magnetism. As soon aa they come on board* they

ahould bo put to. aleep and disposed of by being packed earelblly into

their respective beds, and left there as on shelves, until the steamer per-

form* her voyage, when they could all be handed down, unanin>al>magne-

tized, and sent ashore. It would save much that now swells up the ac-

count current for the table and attendants, spare them the pain and aqffer-
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ioff of •ei-dekneaa, and prevent all noite and confuaion. You eoold thou
afford to mako a great reduction in the paaaage money by thw meana \

for a long voyage would be no more eipenaive, aa far aa the cabin dia^

buraementa are concerned, than a abort one ; and you book double tho
number of inaidea and fill your way-bill up hai><Jsomely.

A Biagnetixer would have to bo employed of known akill, ao aa to

render advortiaing attractive and profitable. He ahould be a pupil of

Doctor Elliotaon, or aome auoh diatinguiahed nan, a peraon in welt eatab-

liahod buaineaa, well known to the nobility and gentry generally of hia

viciBitv, and one in whom the public at large haa great confidence.

Whotaer ao atrong an aaaemblage of magnetic influence would afle^ the

conMNiaa deaervea conaideration, and experimental tripa ahould flrat bo
triea on the Thamea and other placea. For thia invention you might ob-

tain a patent, and the Great Weatem would therebv have a monopoly in

her lino of buaineaa, and defy all rival competition by driving othera out

of tho laid, or It leaat out of the rea. ^
What •»aea of trouble it would aavo ! whnt an era it vould form in

naval hiatoij ! what a bleaaing to mankind ! rying children put to aleep

—eedding wtvee aet at roat—jpomblera aileiiced'~drunkarda aoberod-* >

huttory people quieted—agitatora calmed.

inio cabra would then be fttted up like a mnaoum, every apeciBMn

marked^ nnmberod, parcelledi and ahelved, and order and regularity ro-

atored, while economy and comfort (the you tilly dsU aea) would pervade

the wliplo aaeortment. It ia the beat expedient I know of to remedy all

oviia and enaoro laating euatom and a aafe inveatment for capital aa well

aa ploaae prineqMla. Truating that thia enumeratioB of itoma, I have

now the ploaanre to forward in executing yoar eommiaaion, will arrive

aafe to hand and give aatii^ction,

1 1^, air, reapoetfiilly,

Yjnr obedient aervant,^ William Wilanoj

^ * NO. XIV.

LETTER FRCMI A SERVANT IN SEARCH OF A PLACE.

Dbab ToMHua-~
Camel Rackilt having tkort proper to atop Shony in tko aorvanto

hall, and give porter in ated, I give him waminf that each improiMr

conduct wottldnt do no longer, aa I had been alwaya need to live with

Oentlemon, and to bo treated aa a footman ort, and bfaidea livery I wont

wear no l<«fBr, for no man breathing.—It art fit one man abonld wear

boadago elow^ to another own, and ao I go to Americka whore there

ia no each weifl aa aervant, hot aaaiatance and hdpe, and where talenta

ia rewarded aa it deaervea, and there ia no diatinetiona to bo found.

I av engaged vrith CopUtn Haltfront to help him daring the voyage

and he ia to pay my paaaage, but I didnH engage not to be aea aick

which of courao i av thort proper to be, whenever he ia on deck, which

ia not often, and conaeqoently av nothing to do, but eat and drink my
allowance which, thank God, I can do very well, and he av the Steward

and Shipa aervanta to wait upon him, which ia enuf in all conacience

vrithont me. In Americka, aa I hear, Servanta ia called Miatera and

wino and wegetabloa being on the table and the company handing

diahea, helpa baa nothit^g to do but ait down on cheera and read tho

papon, aaleaa it be to change a plate now and agin, which ia only per
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fbitkiar like, and is often taken into butineae and maniea i^lo tkie

familj; and veering no v>eTj can dine at Hotels at piUio plhcee, If

i;ot on duty, and has mony to pay for it. Little offences atql tkert

nothing of where public officers do the like aa I hear, and where nunny
ia «o plenty, people make a forten sometimes by foilinjg in businees,

which the Steward says is not aneommoi^ by no manner of Aeans.
Howsomever I must say I piUes Miss Rackilts Gumels dorter, poor

thing for she was unkimqaen fond of me, that's a clear case, and woald
h«Te absconded as quick os wink with me, if I had bat thort proper to

<Mr ibd the wurd, but beins dependant upon her father, couldn't keep an
•atablishmtpit/which vnuTdn't do for me, as I couldn't afford to marry a
poor girl| let her beauti! \l charms be ever so conspicuous—I wcndev-who
will tn on her clogs and squeeze her ankles now I am gone, and a prat*

tier foot and ankle aint this day in all Lundun, tboogb^oMhaps it doB*f

'

Secome me to boasi of my no legs in this pint. Her warnig wjim^Oi*
Jane (yodi node Jane, she that h&d the fine black «7<>0 1*®ll> <fM)0 ^#
nlways jealons of her, and I ad enuf to do, I can telly, to woiljf her/

ioiting to.her it was all her honeimagination, and that I wcuMn'ttoiM^
her miatress with a pair of tongs, and that hartificial flowers like «lw;

badno sweetness in them like the real rosei of her lipa i^- cheeks t

Itiit wilBunen do find things out astonishing, nnd it aint ea«jr to dettuW'
•limn in matters of the art and eyes, thoi^h to my mind "ke lint no
more to be compared to Mist than Sider is to Shampane.

'

" Indeed, missus herself wouldn't av had no objections to go 08^
neither, I ean tell you, if I ad consented to lift np my «nd, and wniatbpiiL

if it waint for fear of the curnel ; for she tnk great notb of ugj^^ilM
was propur wexed #hen I gin her warning, and told me herself

ilbol, and didn't know hc*w to valy tbyjilaee, and complfiinec /P^fy
•hf was deoeived in me, which sha-woQida't av doiie, at no rat#^sl|a
irafnt eross at lodng me in sooh a edidea manner» for e^er. wH I

Mverdid deceive her-^nerergliherRoencbaragement, onnoocoei-
ion whatanmever, for I perfered miss, by a great deal. Seoond-and
pieces of furiiitnre isnt to my taste, by> no manner of fneans ; andtf
she ad persisted in eaying much more, I should ar told her so to jier

foee ; for I didnt like her, for she was old—^wore false curls, and ltd

some teeth that wasnt her hone, and wasnt at all fit for a fancy-wun*
mnn for any young man like me.

If ever I marrye for money, I must av good luks, too, or I am off the

baraain-^thata flat.

lliey has the \i»}Hid and universal suffering, as I am informed, in

Americka, and I sEall have a vote, in course ; but its no use, as I hear,

for voting is considerad 1<)W|^where it is saoommon, and theree no thanka
when no one nose how you votes. So, reform, it seems, is no great

ohakea, arter all Lord John's flams about it. Public service I should
much prefer to private, aa I understands they sets eight dollars a-day,

at a place they calls.Washington, and great vails, too, besides rising of

your tail is lupe, like O'Connell's, who has the biggest in all Ireland ;

for I hear, SMpnson, the Yankee miniater, was only a public servant,

and no betteij^nd rose by his tail, too, as our monkey used to hold on
by his tail, and help himself up. I shall try my luck there ; and if I

gets up iihilfae world, who knows but I may come back as atatdiy, or
•omslhink of that sort, to England, some of these d^s, and ahow
Curnel Rackilt what service in Amerika is. One think I av seen, my-
self, an officei dine 1^ our table, at ma«ter'St who ad seen aentlee in luf

t
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•younger days, himself, and was made aa much of, as if he had never
stooa behiniil a cheer in his life ; and, so far from being ashamed of it,

as some people as I nose of would be, boasteu jf it, which showed his
aencM PoYerty aint no sin or disgrace, neither ; and barbers* smis |W
itz afore now to be pears ; whereas, my real father, as I av heard iaJl^

is a leform member, and high up iti office, though my mother had the
misfortune to be a servant, wbioh ia more than sum can boast of,

whose parents was low people on fathers and mothers side, both. If I

was so fortunate, as to make a forten by marriage, or public servtoe, or
become a curnel, myself, which, I hear, is quite common in Amerika,
for servants to rise to be cumels, and even generals sometimes, I would
cum back, in course to London, to spend it, where life is certainly un-
derstood to be spent, andsumly and becoming a man of fortifl ; and
theatres, and operas is open every nite ; and andsome girls and good
wioe only yfigttn the means ; and perfessing reform opinions gives good
{Interest. Breaking lamps and driving over people on side-paths, and

, iiocking down policemen, ia easy learned ; and so is not paying tradei-

ineh*a bilts, and then running off with an<rther man'a wife, would be
jMOrth while—it would make a person fashionable, an<1 a great favourite

with the wimmen. ^

.4 pv heard aissus (or rather I should say Mrs. Rackilt,) often eall

lilafkisa Blowhard, a villain behind his back, for hia love aflaita, and
: diat he ort to be ahut out of families, for too bad, and be ai< civil to him
next day as if he was Archbishop of Canterberry ; but wfmmen alwaya
pm^ei|id to be ahocked at what pleases them most—and carrying two
lieM aint conl|ned to no station. Half-seas over to Americka, makea me
fJNtf fliore nor half free, already ; at all eventa I practises making free

wbMtii pbaortunity boffers.

Says the skipper lo me oqe day (he is a leftenant in the navy), aaya
he, *^are you Captain Haltfironta servant T Without getting up or
touching hate, but setting at ease, sal||, I didnt know he had a aerrant,

•ir. ' I^dnt know he IukI one, sir,* said he, * pray what the Vevil dp
.you call yourself if you are not his servant 1* Why, air,fiSd I, cocking
my head a one aide, and trying to come Yankee over him, he reeeivea

the Queen *a pay, sir, and weara her regimentala ; he h^ an allowance
for an assistant, which I receive and wear her majeaty'a cockade, too.

We aerve her majesty, sir. and I am under the Captain's command

—

do you take, air! * Why you infernal conceited raaeal !' said he, ' if

you were under my command, air, instead of his, Ide let you know dam
quick whose servant you were.* Ah ! very like, sir, said I, keepingmy
aeat, and croasing one leg over the ot^er free and easy, and awinging
my foot, very like, sir, but you dont happen to have that honour, air, and
my pasaage money ia paid to your maaters, the ownera of this boat, at
Bristol, which happens to alter the caae a bit,—you can go, sir. ' Go,
air,' said he, *why dam your eyes, sir, what do you mean? do you
want to be triced up, sir V and he walked away in a devil of a hurry,

aa if he was going to do something, but he didnt honour me again with
his company.

I have put up with a good deal in my time, Tummus, but I puts up
with no more. No man calls me servant again, unless at eight dollars

day, aa a public one at Washington or Van Buren or Webster or some
of the large cities, where, as I here, no one lives, but every one passes

through, and dont no you again. If that dont do, some other line must.

Wine, wimmen and cigars is my mutter, and she what bids for me,

If.

;

m
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fh, Tummai, or «m ddnt av thf honor ^^
ment of .

Your old coinpanion am! £riend,

^ RoBBiT Coonrii.

P. S. When yoT writ* tome write thia way—A Mister Miatar Cbo^r
Poite-rfstornte New-York, Amer|cka.

I dont know as I aT spelt potta-restwnte rite or no, its Una freneh for

let it stop in the office lill called for. Camera letters, Whan ha aikd

me was on the Contenent traveling, had it on, and it looKa knowtaq|.^

Th« tjlovarness wilt tell yoq. Jiow to spell it, and yOii ipaay kiss her fffi|

thanks and get another kiss for change. Don't forget the twovuaterik

for these little thinga mark the gentleman, and it might domai,|poa
iiBh letters coming to mi^%specially among the fei^alas whoaa eii}^

oaitv is always on the k^*veave, and takes such forrin lo^ng]
for billy duxes or assaaainatians St some fair one or ann^er.

'"

govemeis would rite tha badt,itf the letter herself it would be

for then the bande-«^«HU| w^ll be feminine gender» af Miaa Radd^
used tc call the SpaDiahn|||i)i|^ Utch. ^«^"

Yourra|i^
R. v>

No. XV.

^ XETTpi :';;

H FUOKWPKEiaoa passenoee to his friend in |^D4»|i^
' MtDsAaSAaK—

^ I have VU.7 mush pleaaura to yon informi I Teakoate

hfui de Great Weatem, on da SSd ultimo, Wid vary llttl*

amoodi watarot wid nayt day ||k dMopt aaume, and waa^loat to atr

altogadare. I cannot tall if| speak de truth, X waa aorry to Miava it <(#•

hisa ma. De amooth wafare di^^^nbt long remain, but soon biloaiiMW|r

raged and tenrifiqa, and I ^w vary atclC*nd waa brought tohad wiu
nausea and de.«cke in da head, where I waa oonfinad myself, and€0|W
not prevent for aeverardays, my being deliveiad of all I eat. Whatvror
I take I refuse, and what I shallow I tl^row away. Da awaat is n^
^Mwr, and noting good likea my stomach. #
By and by I becama round again, and ge% up, and den vata spectaclos

for de eyes ; de cabin gives one hunder aSd ten pasaan^ure at da table at

one and de same time, and no confnsioMrbut de cottfoiione of de toiq(s.

One tiiu on board of de steam boat I vary much do admire, you are not

trooblea with wind. Blow which ever way^e will, backward or fore-

ward, it is all same as one, you go right by m head aH de time.

I find de English tonge varry tuff, and I am hard to understand. Da
meaning of de words is so scattered, it is not easy (at to gadare dem all

at de same time to chuse dat what fits de bdst to de right place. Dere
is " look out," which is put out your head and sea, and '* look out,*'

which is to haul in your head and not for to sea, just contraira. To dayy

ateward took hold of de sky light, and said "look out," Well, I put up
my head for to " look out," and he shut down da sash on it, and g^ve
me a cut almost all over my face with pains of glass, and said dat ia not
de way to " look out," you should have took your head in. Dat is pea-
ting de English into de head wid de devil to it likewise. It keeps me
in de boiling watare all de time. When I malu in de En^iih Tong
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ndstake. de company all laugh in my countenance, which is vary disagrM*

tble and bartwre, but to avoid conn^quence hostile, I join in de laugh
meself, and bark out too at my own blundares so loud as the loudest of
dem aH, but dere is no mu'^h pleasure in de practice, but when you AaU
find yourself in a Rome, you must do as it is done in de Rome. Pohte-

ness cannot be hoped to havt od shipboard, where dere of men are many
kinds, for you cannot look to make a silk purse out of de ear of one big

pig. De wedare has been very onfair, and de sea so tall as a mountain,

80 dat de glasses no more cannot stand up, nor de soup sit still in de plate,

but slide about as on de ice when it is slippare, and roll over in one united

states of confusione, passengare, dinner, and all. We have one dreadful

flare up every nisht in de cabin, which fill me varry full brim of fear, all de
same as one light house. What would become of ua, if we were to be

burned in de watare wid fire 1 I do not know, so many peoples, and so #
few fligs and boots to get in, and so great way off is de land. Candles
and lamps, and ceegars, in every man's mouth widout nombre, and de
furnace in de belly of the ship, all burning at de same instant time, make
it danserouse everywhere, and tho the captain order one general blow
up ofoem all at ten o'clock, yet I vary much fear some onderminded per-

son, like de English lawypr, shall put de candle not under de bushel but

onder de bed. As de English shall be vary fond of fires in de night,

burning barns, and stacks of hay, and of corn, to produce one grand ef-

fect politique of reform, so I would take de liberty to send you one
sketch imaginatif of dat horreable event, de burning of de Great West-
em in de sea, which will give you, I hope, much pleasure to see, as it do
me (6 prepare it for you wid pencil. When I was well, I spend my time

vary agreeable wid de ladies in de promenade on deck, when lie wedare
shall give leave, and in making game at cards with snatches of musich,

wtd in de evening in de sheets sketching de figures grotesque of de pas- *

•engareestrangare, and in ventriloquism, which produce effect vary com-
ique, but de passage shall come over almost so fast as my illness wa«,
vrhich no gave me mush time for company.

So«oon as we will slip our cable at New-York, I was land, and come
visit de Yankee of New England—de Frenchman of Canada---de savage
of de wood—de black ofde sout—and backwoodsmans wat shoot wid de
riie—in succession, and study de democracy of de government. It is a
country, unique, I believe, with abundance of food. Philosophique for

tefiectione. ft is only no more as one-half so grand a conetry as de
Americans on board was boast, it will be de finest conetry in de whole
universe globe, for to all tings dey say splendid—magnifique—soparbe.

Certain dey appear one people drole. Niagra is, widout doubt, one grand
spectacle, but clumsy, widout shape or elegance, and not to be compared -P-

to de sublime water-works at Versailles, which* is the bouquet of all

—

de first in de world. But to estrangares, who was not visit France, and
been so good fortunate as to see that gaand artificial work of de great

natione, Niagra may, perhaps, appear wonderful. So it is with Vesuve^
in like manner. In realita, it fall very far to de behind of de imaginatif,

in fire-works in de Champs de Mars, in de glorious days of July, at

Paris. He who is not seen dat city, my good sare, has seen just no-

thing at all where nature and art form one alliance, intimate, graceful,

and unique. It is de one place only in de world, for a man vot has taste-

literaire, imaginatif, and gastronomique. What dey can boast with trutli^

I

goot right, in Amerique, if dey only had de taste culinaire, which dey
are so misfortunate as not for to bo, is de grand reservoirs, de great lakes,

and immense rivares of fresh watare, make for dat most delicate mor-

m ^
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CMOS, d« firog, which I hear are in great abundance dare, and very fin*,

sporting demselves, and tinging night and da^, hke veritable birds, Uiouf^

^
de musich ii not >o good as dey eat, which is fit for a kins. I make to

' mjaelf one promise, dey shall compensate for a great deaf of de miser-

aire in de table, but at present, 1 hear it is so much throw . way upon
0<^m, as pearls before de swine-pigs, dey are so ignorant, aoi * arbaro, M
not even to know de dish, but for make laugh.

In England, also, is one vary great ting wanted in de educatione of

de houses commons of de people, is to have do knowledge of de art to

cook de fare, so as to make it fit to eat for de palate and stommach<«>-

and, what is more, to be pocketed, and to make de one-half food dan ds
whole go fardare. Den you will hear of starving peoples again no more,

as before, which cannot be oderwise when more is consumed hi waste,

^ in one day, by ignorance, den shall render for de whole week, entire, in

< cor.<<«unptione necessaire. It is more better, as cheaper, and let goot

cooking of de vitals last only for five years in de conetry, it shall wipe up
the nationale debt, till it shall be no more seen, and nothing remam.
Farte else have enabled France to support de army of Napoleon, or wate
is called of occupation, which was of Prusse and Russe, and Anfllaiz,

when combined in round Paris, but de art to cook 1 or farte now hold up
de grand militaire and navy, or defray de debt of de natione, which is

not conunerciale, or manufacture, but de art to cook 1 It is de single

ting necessaire to general happiness, riches, and health, and widout it,

man is no more as a savage, who waste more as he eats, and eats more
as a pif^, den human being.

Loi' Brougham (who is distinauished more for what goes out of his

nout, den wnat goes into it), have gone boast *' de schoolmaster is

abroaud." Veil ! rarte of all that 1 de schoolmaster b not de right man,
•ftare all; but if he will say *' de cook is abroad," den he shall speak

sense, for once, ondeniable. Oe cook is de gentlemaadat shall make von
grand reform in de English natione, more better as ballot or universal euf-

frage, or de Lord John Russell all in one pile, heap np toeedare. D>e

John Bull vat is poor, is so savage as a blood-hound—for whyl because

he feeds on raw meet ; the chartist is wicked, becsuse his stomach is

out of de order ; and so is de radical very cross and sour, because he is

dispeptic, bilious, and troubled wid wind ; and de rish man, what you caU
whig, go hang and drown himself for nothing at all, but because his di-

gfestion is bad. Ah ! my dear sai^e, my goot friend, de cook is de doc-

tare, de statesman, de true patriot. Speak of .educatione nationale, raon

Dieu ! it is cooking nationale vat you shall vant ; and dis do put mind in

me to go talk to de steward about de dinnair, so I must have take de

e lionore to subscribe to you myself, with great respect, your obedient
{

servant, Fbbdsrio Fkeun.

• No. XVI.

LETTER FROM AN OLD HAND.
My dbar Jahbs—

Just as I was embarking 1 received your letter requesting me to give

yon a full account of my voyage, and such hints as might be useful to you
whenever you shall make the passage yourself. The first is unnecessary,

for there is nothing to tell. Every man is alike, every woman is alike.

They are more alike than the men, too much of the devil in all. Every
ship is alive, especially steam ships, and the incidents of one voyage are

common to all. <* Facias non omnibus una, nee tamen diversa."

The company usually consists of young officers joinin^egimerts
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talk—Gibraltar—Capo—Halifax—Horse-guards—^promotion and sport-

ing : of naval men ; talk—insults tu flag—foreign stations—crack frigates

•"HTOund stems—Old Admiral ; of speculators ; talk—cotton—tobacco—
floor : of Provincials ; talk— Durham— Head— Colborne— Pouletto
TlMHupson : of travellers ; talk—Mississippi—Niagara—Mahttne bay : of
women ; talk^headache—amusements, and nonsense about Byron : of
Yankees ; talk—Locofocos—go-ahead—dollars : of manufacturers ; tnlk

-Hrteam—factories—machinery : of blockheads, who chatter like mon-
keys, about everything. The incidents are common to all—fall on the

deck—wet through—very sick—bad w.'ne—cole dinner—rough water-
shipped a sea, and a tureen of 8'*'")—s[>oke a >hip, but couldn't hear—
saw a whale, but so far off, only -^ Diack !.*ne—feel sulky. There is no-
thing therefore to tell you, but what has been told a thousand times, and
never was worth telling once. But there are a few maxima worth knowing.

Ist. Call steward—inquire the number of your cabin ; he will tell yoa <

it is No. 1, perhaps, ah ! very well, steward, here is half a sovereign to

begin with, don't forget, it is No. I. This is the beginning of the voy-

age, I shall not forget the end of it. He never doeslose sight of No. 1,

and you continue to be No. I ever after ; best dish at dinner, by accident,

is always before you, best attendance behind you, and so on. You can
never say with the poor devil, that was hen-pecked, " the first uf the tea,

the last of the coifee for poor Jemy."—/ always do this.

2d. If you are to have a chum, take a voung one, and yoti can havo
your own way by breaking him in yourself.—/ always do.

3d. If the berths are over each other, let the young fellow climb, and
do you take the lowest one ; it is better he should break his neck than
you.

—

I always do. ,
4lh. All the luggage not requried for immediate use, is marked

** below," donH mam yours so at all, and you have it all in your own
cabin, where you know where to find it when you want it. It is not then
squeezed to death by a hundred tons of trunks. If you have not room
in your cabin for it all, hint to yoiir young chum, he has too much bag-
gage, and some of it must go ' below."—/ always do so.

6th. Don't talk French, it brings all those chattering, grimacery feUow»
about you.

—

Inever do.

6th. Make no acquaintance with women on two accounts ; first, they hav*
no business on board, and secondly, they are too troublesome.

—

Ineter do,

7th. Never speak to a child, or you can't get clear of the nasty tittle

lapdog thing ever afterward.

—

Inever d.o.

8th. Always judge your fellow-passengers to be the opposite of what
they strive to appear to be. For instance, a military man is not quarrel-

some, for no man doubts his courage. A snob is. A clergyman is not
over strait-laced, for his piety is not questioned. But a cheat is. A
lawyer is not apt to be argumentative. But a doctor is. A woman that

is all smiles and graces is a vixen at heart. Snakes fascinate. A stranger

that is obsequious and over-civil without apparent cause, is treacherous.

Cats that purr, are apt to bite and scratch like the devil. Pride is one
thing, assumption is another ; the latter 'n"^|^M|^s get the cold shoulder,

for whoever shows it is no gentleman ; mdHHwer aflfect to be what they

are not. The only man who recUy is what he appears to be, is—a geo-

tleman.—/ always judge thus.

9th. Keep no money in your podtp^"—when yo'ir clothes ire brushed
in the mornmg, it is apt—ahem—tdiall out.

—

F nevsr dip.

lOih. At table, W9 what w^ the captain drinks ; it is not the worst.

laluHijisdo, . 1^ -^!^

** 1

,-«^-'

\

%
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11th. Never be "at home" on any nubject, to stupid fellowf : they
wont " call again."

—

I never am.
13th. Never discuss religion or politics with those who hold opinions

opposite to yours ; they are subjects that heat in handling, until they bum
your fingers ; never talk learnedly on topics you know, it makes people
afraid of you ; never talk on subjects you don't know, it makes peopU
despise you ; never argue, no man is worth the trouble of convincing,

and the better you reason the more obstinate people become ; never pun
on a man's words ; it is as bad as spitting in ias face. In short, when-
ever practicable, let others perform, and do you look on : a seat in the
dress-circle is preferable to a part in the play.

—

This is my rule.

13th. Be always civil, and no one will wish to be rude to you ; be cere-

monious, and people cannot if they would ; impertinence seldom honours
you with a visit, without an invitation, at Wnst.—'I abeays find it so.

14th. Never sit opposite a carving-dish ; tl ere is not time fordoing
pretty.

—

1 never do.

15th. Never take a place opposite a newly married couple ; it is a great

many things, tiresome, tantalizing, disgusting, and so on.— / never do.

16th. Never sit near a subordinate officer of the ship, they are always
the worst served and are too much at home to be agreeable —I never ao.

17th. Never play at cards ; some people know too little for your tem-
per, and others too much for your pocket.—/ never do.

18th. There is one person to whom you should be most attentive and
obliging, and even anticipate his wants; his comfort should be made para-

mount to every other consideration, namely, yourself.

—

J always do.

There are many other corollaries from these maxims, which a little re-

flection will suggest to you, buJk it is a rule never to write a long letter.—

I ntver do—Yours always,. Jo«n Stager.

. No. XVII'.

LETTER
FROM AN AMERICAN CITIZEN TO HIS FRIEND AT BANGOK.
Db^ Ichabod—
#|^i shall cut off to Harrisburg, Pa., to-morrcw as soon as I land, and
''

"
"to Pittsville, Ma., I write you. these few lines to inform yoa
of things in general, and the markets in particular. Rice is

the tobacco-market looks black ; cotton is lighter, and some
jTiiUiafit specs have been made in oil. Pots hang heavy in hand, "and

petti i#pltt. Tampico fustic is moderate, and Campeachy a 37—60—4
mos» Whalebone continues firm. Few transactions have taken place

in hsi Qt». pig, and iron generally is heavy. Hung-dried Chili remains

high, but Santa Marthas are fiat. The banks and large houses look for

*^ specie, but long paper stilL passes in the hands of individuals and little

houses in the city. This is all the news and last advices ; but, dear Ich,.

what on airth are we coming to, and how will our free and enlightened

country bear the ^^^spection brand abrdad 1 Will not our nSme decline

in foreign markets : Tte pilot has just come on board, and intiraatlt

Uiat the vice president, tniei|,ond ofiScer of this first of countries, was
^ not received with due honour at New York. He says that the common

council could not ask him to thread an agrarian band of Fanny-Wright
men, Offen men, Ming men, and all^her sorts of men, but respectable

men ; for he would have had to eh^nter e slough of locofocoism, that

qlo decent man would wade through. It is scarcely credible that so dis-

creditable an event should occur m this empire city ; but it is the blessed
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frnit of that cursed tree of Van Burenism, which is rotten before it is

ripe, and unlike other poisonous fruit is not even attractive in outward
appearance, but looks bad, tastes bad, and operates bad, and in short, is

bad altogether. But of all the most appalling information I have received
per this channel was that of the formation of twenty-four new hose com-
panies.

What 1 said I, twenty-four new hose companies 1 Is the stocking bu*
siness going ahead 1 Is it to cover the naked feet of the shoeless Irish,,

and Scotch, and English paupers, that cover with uncovered legs, .like

locusts, this happy land—or is it for foreign markets 1 Where does the
capital come from 1 Is it a spec, or has it a bottom? No, said he,,

shakins his head ; it is a dark job of the new-lights, the locSfoebf Ta
carry the election of chief engineer of the iiiemen, they have created

twenty-four new companies of firemen, called hose companies, which has
damped the fire and extinguished the last spark of hope of all true pa>
triots. It has thrown celd water upon the old fire companies, who will

sooner resign than thus be inundated. This is the way the radicals of
England wanted to swamp the Hoijse of Lords, by creating a new.batch
of peers, baked at once ; though the persons for peers were only half-

baked, or under-done—but they did not, and were not allowed to glut

the market that way.
How is it that this stale trick should become fresh, and succeed in this

enlightened land ; this abode of freemen ; this seat of purity, and pass

etirrent without one solid, genuwine ingredient of true metal ? It is a base
trick, a barefaced imposition, a high-handed and unconstitutional inea>

8ur& It is a paltry manoeuvre to swindle the firemen out of their right

of election. Yes, Ich, the firemen is swamped, and the sun of liberty

has gone down red and angry, extinguished in the waters of popular <de»

losion. Then, for heaven's sake, look at Yicksburg ; everv thing look*
worse and worse there ; in several of the counties they have quashed
all the bonds, in some there are no courts, in others, the sheriflb pockel
the money, and refuse to shell out to any one. In one instance, a roaOf

tried for the murder of liis wife, escaped, because he was convicted of
manslaughter; and, in another, a person indicted for stealing a pig, got
offbecause it was a shote. They ring the noses of the judges instead of
the pigs. From cutting pach other up in the papers with pens, the^ now
cut each other up in the streets with bowie-knives, and m my opinipn^

will soon eat one another like savages, for back-biting has become qnite

common. The constitution has received a pretty considerable tarnation

shock—thatts a fact. Van Burenism and sub-treajuryism have triumj^ed;,;

the whig cause has gained nothing but funeral honours, and a hasty burial

below low-water mark. In England, Biddle retiring from the bank, has*

affected the cotton trade, and shook it to its centre. They say, if it paidi

well, why did tie pay himself off! It wa» a losing concern, it was a lose

to lose him ; but all are at a loss to know the reason of his withdrawing.

1 own, I fear he is playing the gamo of fast and loose. The breaking of

that bank would Effect the banks of the Mississippi as well as the Ohio,,

and the country «ould be inundated with bad paper, the natural result

of bis paper war with Jackson, the undamming, by the administration, of

the specie dammed up by him for so long a period—damn them all, I say

!

However, Ich, if we have made a losing concern of it, the English have
got their per contra sheet, showing a bulance against them too. They
are going to lose Canada, see if they aint, as sure as a gun ; and if they

do, I guess we know where to find it, without any great search after it,,

either. I didn't think, myself, it was so far gone goose with them, w

"'\\-

'*
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th« fat in the fire half so bad, until I read Lord Durham's report ; but he
MJM,** my experience leaves no doubt on my mind, that an invading Ame-*
rican army might rely upon the co-operation of almost the entire French
Lopulation of Lower Canada." Did you ever hear the like of that, Ich I
By eosh, but it was worth while to publish that, wasn't it 1

Now after such an invitation as that coming from such a quarter too^

if our folks don't go in and take it they oaght to be kicked clean away
to the other side of sundown, hanc me if they hadn't ouffht. It's enough
to make a cat sick too, to hear them Goneya t» Canada talk about re-

sponsible gO'vernmont, cuss me if it aint. They don't know what they

are jawing about, them fellows, that's a fact. li should like to know
what's, the use of mob responsibility when our most responsible tieasurer»

fobbed five millions of dollars lately of the public money, without wink-
ing. Where are they now 1 Why some on 'em is in France going the-

whole figure, and the other rascals at home snapping the fingers of one
hand at the people, and jingling their own specie at them with the fin-

gers of the otner as sarcy as the devil. Only belong to the majority, anti

you are as safe as a thief in a mill. They'll carry you through the mire
at a round trot as stiff as a pedler's horse.

It's well enough to boast,. Ich, of our Constitution afore stangers, and
rirticularly afore them colony chaps, because it may do good, but I hope
may be most pittikilarly cussed; if I- wouldn't undertake to drive a stage

eoach and four horses through most any part of it at full gallop. Re-
sponsibility ! what infernal nonsense ! Show me one of aU our publib

defaulters that deserved hanging, that ever cot his due, and then I'll be-

lieve the word has got some meaning in it ; but the British are fools,

that's a fact—always was fools, and always will be fqols to the eend of the-

(Jiapter—and them are colonists asn't much better, I hope I may be shot

if they are. The devil help them all, I say, till we are ready for them,,

and then let thom look out for squalls, that's all. Lord ! if they were u>

invade us as our folks did them, and we was to catch them, weed serve^

them as Old Hickory did Ambrister and Arbuthnot down' there tQ Flo-
^

ridaline, haag em ub like onions, a dozen on a rope. I guess they won*t

try them capers witti uo. They know a trick wArth two of that, I'me a

thinkingv

I suppose you've heard the French took a pilot out ef a British gun-
brig : when called' upon for explanation they said they took the man-of-

vrar for a merchantman—no great of a compliment that, was-tt*?- but

John BoU swallowed it all, though he made awful wry faces in getting it

down. As eur minister said, suppose they did make such a blunder,

what right bad they to take him at all out of a merchantman, and if it

WM a mistake why didn't they take him back again when they found out

their error ! He was such an everlastin overbearrin crittur himself iii

years past was John Bull, it doe.:' one good to see him humbled, and faith

he gets more kicks than coppers now. It appears to me they wouldn't

have dared to. have done that to us, don't it to you 1 Then^ they took one
of their crack steam frigates for a Mexican. Lord ! that was another

compliment, and they let drive into her and played the very deviL No*
thinv but another mistake agin, says Bullfrog, upon my vird and onare

vary^soary, but I did not know you my goot friend—no, I did not indeed

—I took you for the miserable Mexican. You vaxy much altared from

de old time what went before—^vary. It was luc^. for Johnny Croppo>

our Giniral Jackson hadn't the helm of state, or he'd' a taughtthem a dif-

ferent guess menneii, Vm a thinking. If they had dared to venture that

sort of wodt fo^Qi in Old. i^Iickory's time, I, hope I may be skinned aliv(>
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by wild cats if he wouldn't hare blowed every cussed craft they have out
of the water. Lord ! Ich, he'd a sneezed them out, cuss me if he wouldn't.

There is no mistake in Old Hick, I tell you. If he isn't clear grit—sin-

ger to the back bone—tough as whip leather—and spunky as a bull-do^,

It's a pity, that's all. I must say, at present our citizens are treated with

great respect abroad.

His excellency the honourable the governor of the state of Quimbasog
'

lives at St. Jimses, and often dines at the palace. When they go todin^

ner, he carries the Queen and Melburne carries the Dutchess Kent.
Him and the queen were considerably shy at first, but they soon got so-

ciable and are quite thick now. He told the company, there was a town
to home called Vixburg after (Melburne says ahem ! as a hint not to go
too far—governor winks, as much as to say, no fear, I take yuu, my boy),

so called from vix, scarcely, and burga, a city, which place had become
famous throughout America, for its r<fspect for the laws, and that many
people thought thera was a growing resemblance between England and

tt—Melburne seed the bam and looked proper vexed, and to turn the

conversation said : shall I have the honour to take wine with your excel-

lency mister governor of the state of Quimbagog in America, but now a
guest of her most gracious majesty. They say, he always calls it an
honour when he asks him and pays him the respevl io give him all hia

titles, and when he asks other folks he says, pleasure, and just nods hie

head. That's gratifying new, aint it 1 The truth is, we stand letter a,

Nd.'l, abroad, and for no other reason than this, the British can whip all

the world, and we ean whip- the British. When you write to England if

i^ you speak of this ship, vou must call her the Great Western Steamer,

or it may lead to trouble, for there are two Great Westerns, this here

ship, and one of the great men, and they wont know which you mean.
Many mistakes have happened already, and parcels are constantly sent to

his address in that way that are intended for America. The fact is,

there is some truth in the resemoiitucd : Both their trips cost more moner
than they were worth ; both raised greater expectations than they have ful-

filled ; both retdmed a plaugy-sight quicker than they went out—and be-

tween you and me and the post, both are inconveniently big, and have
more smoke than power. As soon as I arrange my business at Pittsville

I shall streak it on for Maine like lightning, for I am in an everlasting

almighty huny, I tell you, and hoping to see you well and stirring, ana
as hearty as brandy, I am, dear Ich, yours faithfully,

Elnathan Cakd.

P. S. Keep dwk.
If you have a real right down clipper of a horse in your stable, a doing

of nothing, couldn't you jist whip over to Portland on the *Oth to meet
me in your wagon 1 If you could I can put you up to a thing about

oils, in which,! think, we could make a considerable of a decent spec,

and work it so as to turn a few thousand dollars slick. General Corn-

-oob will accommodate me at the bank with what we want, for it was
Boe helped him over the fence, when he was non-plushed last election

for senator by the democratic republicans, and he must be a mcsl super-

fine infernal rascal, if he turns stag on me now. r:h«w on it at any

rate, and if you have a mind to %o spaoks,. why jist make an errand for

something or another to the bay, to draw the wool over folks' eyes, and
come on the sly, and you will go back heavier, I guess, than you come
by a plaguy long chalk,, that's a fact.—>Yours,

£. C.
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No. XVIII.

LETTER
FROM ELIZABETH FIGG TO JOHN BUGGINS.

%
DCAR John—

I never will believe nothing that I hear, till I lee it—never.

We are now in aight of America, which riz out of the lea thii morning
afore b.eakfast, and is nothing but a blue spec after all, and no bigger

than a common hill, and vet this is the land, they say, is so large, toat

you have to travel through it by water But this is the way stranvera

are always deceived by travellers' stories, that you don't know how
much to set down fabulous, and how much to give credit to. I arrived

in due course by roach at Bristol the same day at night that I lefl Lon-
don, and was picked up out of the bush by a cab-man who took niA to

the stairs ; but he was a villain, like many more that I could name, at

Bristol as well as other places. Sais he is it a single fair 1 no savs I, I am
married to John Figg this seven years, says he, I mean is tnere any
more to be took in 1 no said I, I hope not, and I trust you are not agoing
for to take me in, are you 1 with that he shot too the door with a gria
and ffot up on the boic, and I heard him say, she is a rum one, thai'*

certain. When we sot to Clifton he made me pay ten shillings, I wish
vou would see to it, he is a stout man with a red face, and you 11 know
him by his waistcoat which is red too.

After that I took a voyage down the river to where the Great West*
ern stood waiting for us, but Gracious Powers ! it was a floating st»>

tion for a railway. Such a confusion no one did ever see. I was told

when I came on board I should see a palace, all fit for the Queen, so
elegant and so clean, the wood all gilded and the moreens all silk, and
the rooms all state rooms, and as for liquor nothing but hoc and sham-
pain would go down, and eveiy-thing you could think of, besides ever
so much you never dreamed of all your \\h, all provided for your re-

ception, and the only objection was the voyage was so short, yon got

but little use of it for your money. Well I never! if it aint horred to

hoax people that way, I declare ; but let them Bristol Quakers alonff

for sly ones I say—but I'll not get before my story—^you sbali see foi

yourself how far things come up to the mark or not.

I have been wretched uncomfortable in this steamer, for what in th*
world is the use of all the gilding and carving and pictures and splen-

dour that ever was to you when you are sick at the stomack ? Our
cabin.has two boxes in it called births, though coffins would be nearer

the thing, for you think more of your other end at sea a great deal.

One of these is situated over the other like two shelves, and these two
together make what they call a state room. What would thry think at

the real palace, of such a state room as this, of just a closet and no
more, for the queen and her mother to sleep in, and no dressing-room

nor nothing 1 but you shall hear all. My birth is the uppermost one,

and I have to climb up to it putting one foot on the lower one, and the

other away out on the wash-hand stand, which is a great stretch and
makes it very straining ; then I lift one knee on the birth, and roll in

side ways. This is very inconvenient to a woman of my size, and very
dangerous. Last night I put my foot on Mre. Brown's face, as she laid

asleep close to the edge of the lower one, and nearly put out her eye,

and I have torn all the skin off my knees, and then I have a large black

spot vrhere I have been hurt, and my head is swrtlcd. To dismouat i»
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another feat of horsemanship only fit for a sailor. Y^j can't sit up for

the floor over head, so you have to turn round and roll your legs out
first, and then bold on till you touch bottom some where, and then let

yourself down upright. It is dreadful work, and not very decent for a
delicate female, if the steward happens to come in when you arc in the

act this way. I don't know which is the hardest, to get in or get out a
birth ; both are the most difficultest things in the world, and I shall be
glad when I am dune with it. T am obligated to dr«ML in bed, afore I

leave it, and nobody that hasn't tried to put on tbeir clothes lying

down can tell what a task it is. Lacing stays behind your back, ana
you on your face nearly smothered in bed clothes, and feeling for tb«

eyiet hole with one hand, and trying to put the tog in with the othe'fi

while you are rollins about from aide to vide, is no laugliing matter.

Yesterday I faslened on the pillow to my bustier by mistake, in tha

hurry, and never knew it till the people laughed at me and said the se» 1
agreed with me and I had grown so fat. But putting on stockings iiA
the worst, for there aint room to btoop forward, so you have to bring

your foot to you, and stretching out on your back, lift up your leg tiU ••

you can reach it, and then drag it on. Corpulent people can't do this so

easy, I can tell you. It always gives me the cramp and takes away my
breath. You would pity me if you could conceive, John, but you canH—
nobody but a woman can tell what a female sufTurs being contined in a

berth at sea. Then I get nothing hardly to eat, for I sit between a German
and a Frenchman, and if I ask one to help me, he says, " neat for stain,"

which means, I am afraid to dirt my fingers ; and the other keeps say-

ing, ** Je non ton Pa," I aint your father ; and when I call the stewara,

he Mys, " Yes mame, comeing directly," and ho never comes at all.

Then the doctor says, Mrs. Figg, what will you takers there any
thing I can give you 1 He says this every day at dinner, and it kills

me, the very idea. At last I said to him. Do pray, doctor, don't mention
it, I am sick enough already, and you really turn my stomach. Oh !

John, I suffer more than mortal can imagine. The biscuit is as hard at

a Dutch tile, and it is easier to crack a tooth than to crack that, but may
be it is only my weakness—and the vinegar tastes sweeter to me than
the wine, but perhaps that's all owing to the sourness of my stomach.
Indeed it's little that goes down my throat which seems to be turned up-
side down and acts the other way. If all the passengers is like me,
the Ca|ttain will have a profitable voyage of it. I am sure, for I can neir

ther eat nor drink any thing—and what I live •<, Gracious only knows,,

for I don't.

We have had a terrific gale ever since wo left, and the motion is dreadfuL

You never see any thing like the sea, when its fairly up ; its like a gal-

loping boil, it froths and rolls over, and carries on tremendous. Some-
times it pitches into the vessel, and eometinUggis the vessel pitches into it,

and sometimes they both pitch together, and, then, words is wanting to

paint it out in true colours At such times i^e trunks slide about tho
floor, as if they was on the ice, and it is a8.np|||^fs your legs is woctll

"

to be among them a minute. Every thing I ni^ is either wft Of itiiri'

my new silk bonnet is all scruntched flat, by Mrs. Biown^lling down Mt^
it ; and, what's worse is, to have my bua-bo-Mon bekfi^f no '^<*^t«r4|p||^^

the cook's, it has got all soiled, and a great ffiot on it thst l--^%0t^,
do what I will. The place underneath is Tiaqf liot, and th^fiilin long
confined that comes from there, aint pleasant M iHt it QKl4i me feel

very frail. But that aint the worst of it, tho doora «m all painted sa
beautiful, and look so romantic, that they didn't like tQ nurqb«r theiq«

/--
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for fetr of spoiling the pictures on thftn ; and it tante Terv eacjr to tell

which ii which, or whoee ii whose ; end there is a great Oerman officer

alwaye opening my door, by mistaite, and. sometimes, wonH be convin*
oed till he looks me in the face, and then its ho, I pen poiton, madam,
I, too, indeed, I mishiook it for my own, so I tid. It frightens me so,

I am ifraid to do jnyihing, a most, for fear of his great whiskered fsce

come poping in \^n me. It is a dreadful life, dear John ; no one
knows what it iilAi them that's tried it, and them too, that's sea-sick,

and is females. The partitions, too, are so very thin, you can hear all

kinds of noises, just as plain as if it wss in the same room, which is yery
inconvenient and disagreeable. My next neighbour is a Frenchman, he
is very ill, and is nlways calling some jew or other that never comes.
It is pitiable to hear him crying all day, O mon jew, mon jew ! Some«
times just as I feel exhausted and quiet from wrakn^es, he begins reach*

ing, so dreadful, that it sets me off again, and I think I shall never atop

;

nd, r.» for the steward, as there is no bells, and he is a mile oflf, you
might as well call from Dover to Calais, and expect to be heard ; and if

you catch a glimpse of another servant, he says, yes, marm, and you
never see him again, or, if you do, you don't know him, they are so no*

merous, and bemg mulattoos, you can't tell them apart. The black

S'rls, or " iet does," as the French call the-n, are so busy, they do i\o-

ing at all, but chase each other round and round. You want a gentle-

man at sea very much more than anywhere else ; and, if poor Mr. Figff

hadn't unfortunately had to leave England rather unexpectedly, I

shouldn't have been in such a primminary aa I am. 1 ou aint much
better off, on deck, for, when the ship pitches or rolls, you are apt to lose

your atool, and whatever happena at sea, either from a fall, or getting in

a apree, every one laughs. There is no sympathy here, for no one ; and
politeness is not the order of the day, when people are not invited for

company, but pay their way, and no thanks to any one. How times is

altered with me, since I was a belle, and all Hackney rung with my
name and fortin, and it was whose arm I should take, and who should be
the ha^ '^y man, and a amile was too much pay for any trouble ; or, ra-

ther, trouble was a pleasure. Bumpers didn't mean what bumpera doea
now ; and running bump agin you, and most knocking you over, ia a
very different thing from having your health drank in toast, the men all

standing unkivered, and having it done whenever opportunity offered.

But men aint what men was, and a steamer aint a corporation

ball, though they do call it a palace, nor nothing like it ; and, although I

am no longer Betsey Buggins, that was, yet I am not much^ltered, un-
less it be I'me a little more " om bum point" than I was, which, some
people say, is more becoming. Besides, being married, looka is of no
more consequence than dress, unless it should be my fortune to marry
again, which Mr. Figg's declining health, I fear, renders not impossible,

if ever I could bring myself to think of another, which aint probable.

But, poor Mr Figg is greatly changed, and enjoys very bad health ; he
aint the same man he was, and has fell away to nothmg, until he is a

mett atomy. But, I truat in Providence, if yellow fever don't do for

,^im, change of air will.
~ Roping this will find you in good health and spirits, I am, dear brother,

V •Vemr ^iaithful aister, Elizavbth Fi&o.
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being kepi at it from morning till n*{ht waa the tole cause ; for thank
goodnett, we can retire when we r lease at any moment and enjoy our*
aelvet, if he was only at able at ne once wa« in bodily ttrength. Aa
far aa meant goet, we have it, and enough to apare, to porchate her and
Mr. Hobba out any day, and aet them up again, and not miaa it. I most
wonder tome people aint athamed to show their red facet, when it*t well ).'

known that water never cautet red noaet. But I tcorn to retaliate on
people that't given to lich low habits, only tome folkamd better see the

brandy blossoms on their own faces, bfffure they find beams in other peo*

i»le'a charactera. I hate tuch deceitful wretchet as is so civil to your
ilea, and the moment your bark is turned find nothing too bad to aay
of you, but this it not worth breath, and that't the truth.

E. Fiae.

No. XIX.

LETTER
FROM THE SON OF A PA8SE.SGER.

DiiK Bob—
Gueta where I am now, my boy. Do you give it upl Well, Pm on

board the Great Weatem, I am, upon my soul ! Father has gone to

America to take Bill, the Ceylon Missionary boy, home to hit friemlBt

and I am off with him in this steamer, and it's hurrah for Yankee Kvmn^^o
and the Lord knowa where all ! It't aa good fun at a fair, and there ia

auch a crowd all the time, you cnn jutt do what you pleate, and no one
find you out. Sliding on the wet deck above the taloon, when the pataen-

gera are at dinner, makea it nice and Blippcry* uid when they come up,

not thinking of alidea or any thing of the kind, away they go head over

heela all in a heap ; tuch tcrambling among the gait a showing of their

lege* and auch damning among the men about greaty deck, you never
heard. Then dropping a piece of oranse peel before a Frenchman, when
he goee prancing about the dec!;, tendt him flying a jrard or to till he
cornea on all fourt, where he wallo,:4 about like a fiih jutt caught. But
the beat fun it putting shut under the le«.t of the camp atoolt, when nobody
it looking, it maket the women kick u^ their heela like donkeyt. I have
to ffive my old Governor a wide berl||, for he owea me a thrashing, but he
ia lame and can't catch me. He is proper vexed. I stole a leaf out of

hia aermon last Sunday, and when he calne to the gap, he atopped, and

first looked ahead, and then back again, and at last had to take a running

leap over it ; my eyes, what a laugh there was ! The laat words were
*' the beauty" and the next page began, of the devil and all his works.

He coughed, and stammered, and tk.'en blew his nose, and then coloured

up at red aa a herring, and gave me a look, as much as to say, " you'll

catch it for this, my boy, I know ;" but there is one good thins about

the old man too, he dont carry a grud,^e long. When he came naijk to

hit cabin, says he to the Ceylon boy, William, says he, these pass^iifala

behave very ill, very ill, indeed : what n>ade them laugh so when 1 waa
going into the cabin and coming out again. They must be very loose

people, to behave in this unhandsome manner. It is very unbecoming.

What were they laughing at, do you know 1 At the white shirta of the

negroes, says I, winkmg to Bill, but confound him, he would not take a

hint. I believe it was this, sir, said Bill, who was always ,a spooney,

taking up the back of his gown and showing him a card, I took off one

of the boxes and stuck there, '• This side up, to be kept dry."

But the greatest fun I hare had is with an old German named LyboU,

A
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of Philadelphia, or Pennsylvania, or some such place in the States. Hd
sleeps next birth to us. Well, I goes and picks out a piece of putty in

the partition just near his head, and when lie is fast asleep snoring, lets

drive a squirt full of water right into his face and mouth. Oh ! mine
Cot ! mine Cot ! the old fellow sings out, varte a leak dat is ! I am all

wet so I am, most trowned in my ped. Steward, do kome here, steward !

Well, the stewacd comes and he can't find the leak, for in the mean time

I claps back the putty as mug as a bug in a rug. May be you was sick

in your sleep and didn't know it, says the steward. Cot for tam ! I tell

you no—it's vater, don't you see 1 Or perhnps you spilt it out of the

basin 1 Dunder and blitzen ! you plack villain, do you mockey me, sir 1

what for you mean 1 and away goes the steward, and next day comes the

carpenter, and next night comes the squirt again. He'll go mad yet will

old ' Tousand Deyvils !' see if he don't.
" After dinner I gets down to the other end of the lable, where the old

Governor can't see me, and gets lots of wine and good things, especially

among the Jews. Them are the boys for champaign. I always under-

stood they were close-fisted curmudgems thai wouldn't spend a farthing,

'X^?^" but they tucks in the wine in great style. It would do yuu good to see

them turn up the whites of their eyes and taking an observation out of

the bottom of their glass. I wouldn't be a slice of ham in them fellows'

Away for something. They eat and drink as if they never saw food before.

But coming out of the companion-way in a crowd in the dark, and giving

a pinch on the sly to the mulatto girl on the stairs, till she squeals again

like a stuck pig and abuses the passengers for no gentlemen, and every

one crying out shame, is great sport. There is a great big Irishman

from Giant's Causeway that has got the credit of it, and every Ame-
rican says it is just like an Irish blackguard that. If you'd see the co-

loured servants, whet looks they give old Potato, it would do you good.

They'll murder him if they catch him in New York. I wouldn't be in

Fat's jacket for a shilhng, I know.

Oh ! Bob, I wish you was here ; we'd have a noble time of it if yoa
was. As it is, Bill is so cursed soft, and such a coward, he won't join

in a lark, and I am frightened out of my life for fear he will peach on me.

I have threatened to cut the liver out of him if he does. I am almost

afraid he has already, for the mate said to me to-day, ' Come here, yua
young sucking partfon, you. If you don't give over cutting those shines,

I'll make your -breech acquainted with a bit of the haulyards before you

are many days older, I'm beggar'd if I don't—so mind your eye, my
hearty, or you'll catch it, I tell you.' You will, will you 1 says I—you

know a trick worth two of that, I'm thinking, and if you don't there's

them on board w>ill teach it to yon. So none of your half-laughs to me.

I can't &ay I liked it though, for all that, for he looks like a fellow 'hat

would be as good as bis word, and if I do catch it I will pay master Bill

off for it when I get him ashore, I'm blowed if I don't. There is nothing

I hate so much as a tattler.

< Board ship is a fine place for old clothes ; what vyith tar and grease

and tearing, you get rid of them all in no time. I have mad'i all my Sun-
day clothes old, and worn all my old ones out, so that I ehall con>e cut

in a new rig at B{p#'York, as fine as examination day, and try for a long

coat and Freilen "boots, if I can come round the old man. Remem
bering his texts and praising his sermons generally does that. I think I

am too big now for short jacket and trousers. Jim Brown warn't so tall

as me by half an inch when he give them up, though he was a year

older. Besides in course a long coat has more pocket money than a
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to tmst you with a horse. Now if I ^o to araoke, every one sayc, look

at that brat smoking, what a shame it is for the parson to let that boy
use a cigar ! just as if I hadn't as good a right as they have, the lubbers.

Oh ! yes, dear Bob, I wish with all mv heart you was tMHiiit would make
you split your sides a laughing to see how putting brokeli'pass into boots

makes fellows limp like beggars and sing out for boot-jacks, and how run-

ning pins into cushions makes the women race offscreaming and scratch- ^
ing ; but there aint so much fun when you have to do it all yourself, aB#-

no one berides to Uiugh with «t the joke, it makes it dull sport after<alL

I «zp6ct I ifhcll be caught yet, but if I am, and had up for it afore the

old Uovernor, I will swear it was all Bill, for he deserves a hiding, the

coward, for not joining in it.

I am to have all bolydays while I am gone except a lessen every dajr in

Latin grammar, but I have been all over it before, so it will take no time

at all to do it. When I get to New York I will write you again, and let

vou know what sort of a place it is, and how the Yankee girls look, and
if I get my long coat out of father, I'll have fine fun am g them. I

dont Uke to speak to them now, for short coats looks foolish. Remember
me to all the boys and particularly to Ber.y, housemaid, and believe me,

dear Bob,—Your faithful friend, Tom Trottbb.

No. XX.

LETTER
FROM THE PROFESSOR OF STEAM AND ASTRONOMY,
OTHERWISE CALLED THE CLERK, TO THE DIRECTORS.
OlNTLBMBN,
A becoming consideration for my own character in literary attainments

which primarily procured for me the honor of an introduction to the on-

incorporated board of directors of the Great Western and their unani-

mous election to the situation I have the pleasure to fill of principal in

their acadeaiical school for scientific and nautical training of t^eir junior

officers, compels me to announce most reluctantly but peremptorily and
decidedly that if it is intended to initiate those young gentlemen thorough-

ly in their profession, it must be effected on shore, and that this marme
seminary will inevitably sink tn public estimation if kept afloat on board

of the Stoamer. It cannot be ucnied with a due regard to truth and ve-

racity, that the young gentlemen whose minds are fitted naturally with
* expansive gear,' have their astronomical and mathematical probleou at

what is vulgarly called their finger ends, because everything that is ap-

proached with tarry fingers usually adheres to them pertinaciously; but
that is ndt the sort of acquirements most to be desired, nor can the cal-

culations which are so abstruse and difficult be executed with accuracy
and precision, where the jarring of the boat converts O'ts into G'ss and
I's into S's, and so disfigures (if I may use the expression) every figure

that it is no longer to hk recognised by the hand that traced its configa-

ration. In the same manner a complex motion, compounded of pitching,

rdUing, and vibrating, is utterly destructive and subversive of certainty ia

taking meridian altitudes, especially when to theise diffi^lties is added a
i^^d of twelve miles an hour with all steam on aqd 15 revolutions.

Thudamp and moist exhalations evolyed'by water, heated to 419c,

pervading the interior of the lecture roorn^- by insinuating itself through

;^the interf(^<ei, and crevices of the ship, ob%erates from the slates all
''

traces ipipt&ctness of arithmetical and .algebraical figures, and before

'4».
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calculations are termbated the primary part it obfuicated by th« occnU
iations of steam, and by the time assiduous applicaiion has restored" it,

we have the same mortification arising in ihe ottier extremity. Discoa-

raffing as these difficulties unquestionably are, they are altogether insig-

^ ^^ -
^ nindatot, when compared to the obstructions arising from the noises pro-

:.r4'^'
"^

daced by the vociferous bleating of calves and sheep, the incessant low-

p ing of cows, the acute intonations of swine, the cackling of poultry, the
' discordant voices of two hundred people, the uproar of the elements, the

^oise of the ponderous machinery, and the thunder of the ever-revolving

wheels ; amidst these numerous, complicated, and perplexing distraction*,

to abstract the attention and apply it to abstruse stodies, is an effort not

to be expected from juvenile mmds and exuberant spirits, more especial-

ly, when, to learn, implies an absence of knowledge ; and the very act

of resetting to a professor, implies an insinuation of either overgrown
ignorance to young men, or of boyish age, incompatible with manly sta-

ture, either of which suppositions is repugnant to aspiring youth, desirous

to be classed amons; men, •especially by women. There is no ** indica-

tor" that I know of, to the machinery of the mind ; and the only w^ of

ascertaining results is, to apply the " Camm" of seclusion '* to cut on the

stroke," as it is called, and mark the advance made in relation to time

and study ^iven. A manifestation of reluctance, or, rather, a resistance

to deferential respect,' to the superior attainments and acquisitions of the

principal, is, therefore, to be expected, as much as it is to be deplored and
lamented, as well as for the young gentleman, on the one hand, as by
the professor on the other ; for it is obvious to the most superficial un-
derstanding of the directors, that, where .there is no obedience, there can
be no authority ; and where no progress is made in studies, there can
only be a corresponding absence of advancement in learning. Unless the

mind is well stored, and constantly kept in fuU employment, it is apt to
' generate more " clinker" than any thing else. The valves require daily

overhauling, and the waste ones to be ** disconnected," or it is impossible

to make any progress. Men, who coine dripping wet from their duties,
" are not in a fit state for dry sciences ; and, to be both officers and bojs,

jttvenesque senesque—commanding on deck one moment, and obeying

under deck the next, approximate as incompatible with human nature,

and the working of the machinery of the mind.

Steering in a straight line, by point ofcompass, as is done in a steam-
er, is apt to superinduce upon the vacuum of youthful understanding, a
belief, that navigation is, what those young gentlemen facetiously and
tatihnically call, " all in my eye," and that a direction once given, has
«nly to be followed to attain the end of the voyage, by keeping the eye
Ibced steadily on the compass, an opinion not more unfounded and ir-

relevant, than unsafe and precarious, whether it regards the attainment

of knowledge, or the discovery of the port or haven of ultimate destina-

tion. Female passengero, I may be permitted to observe, are too power-
ful magnets not to cause serious variations from duty, in the young men,
and occasion them to camber, or break down in life. Studying the

needle is not the most important pursuit in the whole compass of duty
that it formft one of its most prominent ; and I am painfully convinced
that the cadets, who may be said to be in their summer solstice, are

more desirously solicitous about their own figures (which is the zenith

of their ambition, ) than matliematical ones ; and such conduct miist,

inevitably, reduce them to the nadir of mere ciphers. This sort of dis-

tinction was so well known to the great fexl^grapher, that |ie has most
ajjpropriately and politely a4d6dit, by way .«fihsinua.tilillil

*6*-

implying yoi

standing—

m

are exposed i

of the sex ; i

is a natural, <

petty officers

Loquentem
indeed, by

directly as th

distances, wl
To attempt a

powerful inf

white men tc

IjiTothing imp
them romant
tique andcia:

and understc

merce, they '

the potential

which may \

the descent i

causes, if go
to increase i

dissipation c

locity, whict

bined with tJ

the plane.

Adopting]
and giving t

which the ei

be superior

them to wea
seducing gil

infused too

probation, a

officers shoi

Their predi

with W. S.

haughty cai

would stam
unremitting

the progresi

pal. Then
at *' flange.'

but conferr

in conseque

accompanie

tion is oftei

for books, t

mean, adde

ably for bo<

ment in the

frequently i

that I depr



by the cecal*

8 restored it|

ty. Discou-
ther insig-

e noises pro>

icessant low-
r poultry, the

ilements, the

er-re?olving

distractioie,

an effort not
lore especial-

the very act

er overgrown
th manly eta-

)uth, desirous

no **indica-

B only way of
to cut off the

ition to time

, a resistance

sitions of the

deplored and
} hand, as Iqr

uperficial un-
ce, there can
>8, there can

Unless the

It, it is apt to

require daily

is impossible

> their duties,

ers and bovs,

and obeying
iman natulre,

e in a steam-
erstanding, a
etiouslj and
e given, has
ping the eye
ided and ir-

B attainment
(late destina-

re too power*
I young men,
tudying the

pass of duty
ly convinced
solstice, are

is the zenith

nduct miist,

B sort of dis-

he has most
6rd«}

TBI QBBAT WBSTERN. ST

implying youthful errors—mishap—mistake->misfortune—^misunder-
standing—mischief—misled—misery—and many others. Here thej
are exposed more than any other place, I know of, to the blandishment*
of the sex ; and, I know not how it is, but I have often observed there
is a natural, an alliterative, and, perhaps, a chemical affinity between

Eitty officers and pettycoats.—Dulce ridentum Lalagen amabo—Dulc*
oquentem
Indeed, by the universal laws of motion, the amount of attraction ia

directly as the quantity of matter, and inversely a9 the squares of the
distances, which shows how all pervading it must be on board of ship.

To attempt a course of study with young men under such no:.iuus and
powerful influences as feinale eyes, is as unwise and unsafe as for

white men to. attempt field operations in the sun in the West Indies.

Ilirothing impinges more seriously on studies ; it has a tendency to make
them romantic, which in asthetics is equally at variance with the an-
tique and classic lore. Had the directors been younger men themselves,

and understood the rhabilomancy of the mibd as well as they do ofcom-
merce, they would have felt the impropriety of exposing their cadets to

the potential miasmata of such an atmosphere of female allurements,

which may very appropriately be called " the milky way of Cupid." In
the descent down the inclined plane of character, induced by these

causes, if good instruction offer any resistance, that resistance ought
to increase in a high ratio with the speed. The motion of a train of

dissipation commonly continues to be accelerated until it obtains a ve-

locity, which produces a resistance from good principles, such as coi

bined with the friction of discipline, is equal to the gravitation dow;

the plane.

Adopting a semi-naval uniform for these youthful votaries of scien

and giving them the rank and title of cadets, the insignia of an offio<

which the emulous and now awakened people of Bristol pronounce to

be superior to a similar grade in Her Majesty's service
;
permitting^

them to wear the gold lace band on the cap, and acceding to them th»
seducing gilt button with the emblematical letters G. W. on them,, haa
infused too much caloric into their juvenile aspirations for female' ap>
probation, and they are unwilling that such graceful and elegant young
officers should be mistaken for disciples of a pedagogical establishment.

Their predilections are strong to draw a comparison in their own favour

with W. S.'s of Edinboro, and there is a supercilious daring in their

haughty carriage, as if, in the event of an action with the enemy, they
would stand by their boiler and keep up the steam unhesitatingly and
unremittingly, till they died. But this is not the only evil attending

the progress of science in this ship, as refers to my situation as princi-

pal. There is another joint out of place, to use a familiar expression
at ** flange." The office of librarian, which has been unsolicited by me,
but conferred voluntarily and handsomely, as an honorary appointment
in consequence of there being no salary attached to it, is one which ia

accompanied by a corresponding unsatisfactory result. So little atten-

tion is often paid to orthography in the written order of the passengers
for books, that it is approximate to impossible to comprehend what they
mean, added to which for want of catalogues the demands are invari-

ably for books not contained in the library, which leads to disappoint--

ment in the first instance, renewed vexation in the second, and not un-.

frequently in the third to impatience, if not impertinence. It is in vaia

that I deprecate «xpUcitly, that I am answerable for the books only,.
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nUeh are placed here by the literaiy eomroitteef of the diraeton, and
Bet for those not ordered by then, which would inToWe an absurdity.

The blank page at the beginning and eiid of each, volume is invaffiaMy

abstraetedf which is a most singular se(eetbn, and proves the Hiiterate

condition of the passengers^ for there is nothing of course to read upon
it, while the outside wrapping-eover shares the same fate. Yet forsooth,

these are the men who say the library is not varied and eopjous enough
to meet the increased advancement of the age. Were it nol that my
anger is ** blown o£F" occasionally upon the cadets, these passengers
would be in danger of ** an explosion" that would astonish themv for

passion is " generated faster" than is safe for them Irr their ignorance.

But gentlemen, i^«ere ie another subject, which aencacy suggests to

be passed over in silence, while a due sense of the value of science, the

inextinguisbable debt of gratitude, owed to it by innumerable steam
companies^ and an appreciation of self-respect, compels me to a refer-

ence ; I mean the assignment to me ofsome other duties, not necessary

to enumerate, but which ire within the oOj||iiCance of the directors,

and reduce me to the situation of an humbM derk, a name, indeed,

whioh many people, and I am sorry to add, the captain himself some-
times appliiu tome, from the habit of absolute command, which he ac-

quired in the navy. Among many, I would only notice one, namely,
to stand by and see the young gentlemen draw their Water, which it

appears, by the Nero-Kke regulations of the board, emanated from yotnr

honourable body, and is at once painful and degrading, more particu-

larly, to see that water me.tsured, and to keep cocks under locks and
"iteys, for fear of wasting the precious liquid. The water casks, I con-
^^ive, might more properly be under the charge of the culinary artist,

'Mr cook, whose occupation i» more connected with the bydroscope than
v^«% learned professor. This is a subject, on which, though it isadesii-

^ deratum to be moderate, '*^the connecting rods, and inner plummer-
block brasses** ofmy temper, always '^ work hot,'* and my own reason

is insufficient to reduce the temperature of them, or to " keep heavy
bearings cool." Such services are incompatible with the rank and sta-

tion of a lecturer on astronomy and mathematics, inconsistent with the

duties of my proper office, and derogatory from the specitic gravity and
dignity of the liberal sciences. Under these painful circumstances, I

would suggest a removal of the seminary to Clifton, where it could be
enlarged, to accommodate the students of other ships, and where prae>-

tical navigation could be taught in all its branches, by the aid of a few
..>«K!cpeiimental trips on that sinuous end^ difficult, but most beautiful of
rivers, the Severn. Nothing can be done without strict discipline.

Screwing up the nuts, detaching loose bolts, tightening the slide pack-

ings, drag-links, and other bearings of the mind or the waste valvee,

will let on instruction as fast as it is supplied. Should this suggestion

not be- acceptable, I beg leave to resign the commission I have the ho-

nour to hold from the board, after due consideration of the heavy respon*

ubility of my position, and a full review of ail the consequences imme-
diate and ultimate. Should it involve any material want of conlid(^nce

in the pu4>lic, in this great steamer, or detract from the pre-eminent

rank of this splendid ship in the scale of the European mercantile ma-
rine, I can only deplore so sad a result to the stockholders, which, that

they may avert by a timely application of preparatory measures, is the ar-

dent aspiration of your most devoted humble servant, Peteb Quadrant.
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LETTER
FROM MOSES LEVI TO LEVI MOSES.

My debrsh Frbnt-—
Veil, hear I am on pord te Crate Weshtern shet up liksh a tog, and $o>

shick to ma shtomac as a pom^sh te live longsh lay. Vare it all comsh
from I dont know, ehelp me Cot, fo,: I cant shwaller noting at all, and
have got noting in me dat I knowah pf, and yet it comsh snd it comsh,
as if tere was no ent to it like a sphrink, dat runsh ofer a., te time, and
never shtophs for roneink. Ma trowsher ish too hrsh for me, I have fell

away sho, and looksh as if tey washnt made for ma, vitch is true, fur I

bought dem from Bill Gubbinish, but den tey fitted me ash well as if

tey wash, and sho ma coat hanks ash loose ash a pursheres shirt on •ai

hantshpike, and ma tonke is all furred up vid nap, lonker den vat is oni

ma hat, blow ma tight if it aint. Yell oen, varte am I to do, I cant shet

no lonker to cards to play, den de teal, and den I am oblishedto cut- and.

rhwi, and so soon ash I gets pack and taksh up te cartes, it comsh skain,

ant I have no more time den to trow to«\ te cattsh and off and trow tip

de Hhick. Oh, mine Cot ! put tisb too pad aali ever you did she, ant
worsher too, it would pe petter to die ash to live longh tish way.

But dat ish not de worsht, needer, for I looshes te monish, by tinking-

more of maself dan de eartsh ; and comink and goink, up and town,,

backwart and forwart te whole plessed time, and no resht for min tingk te

eome and petteri|^ xcr a hopportunita hoffers, vitch is goot and ote to>

be sheesed upon ; aiod 1 cant trusht ma memory no. more ash to nopoty
elsh, for it i» abide, too, I do peleere, and wont bolt nottink no morO'

as ma shtomac, and .varte dey getsh dey cant keep, and vat dey kepsh is.

BO coot, and would pe more petter if dey didn't keep.

Yel, tish a pity, too—strikesh ma tum, if it, hishn't ! for she ish a fary

ezpenshive sheep, is te Crate Weshtern ; te passage cosht a crate teal of
monish—more ash forty-two shovereigns ; and tere ish a nople chansh,

amongsht sho many reshpectable and rish shentlemana to do business ;:

playing and petting, and shelling and shuiging, and pying and sho on, espe<^

shially at night, ven de viskey kome in and de cawsnin go out.. Oh, tear !:

oh, tear ! put tis too pad, I am so tampt mishforlinate ash not for to pe
aple to do. nothing no more ash a child, I am so shick te whole time, and
more tead ash alive, and more onelokey ash tead. De teyvil take te

she-sickness, I say : I woodn't take anoter voyage to shave ma life,

shelp ma Cot. I mosht afeart America is no conetry for te Jewish, no,

more ash Scotland isb vitch has notink in i: all put pride ant poverty, ant

otmeal and vishkey. Te Yankee all knowish too mush for us, ant too,

mush wide awake, ant sho sharp as a neetle at making von pargain,.

vitch give no chansh at all to a poor jew to liff Den dey have no,

prinches, no noples, nor rish lorts, vat spend de monish before he
pecomes tu,'ant runsh in debt, ant gives ponts ant mortgage,, ant premium^
for te loan, ant asksh no questions bout le casht, bo long as he gets varte

monish he wantish. Den dere railroat stoksh, and pank stoksh, and,

otate stoksh, are just fete for to loshe all vot you putsh into dem, or elsh

dey would pay demselves, if dere wash any tink at all to pe mate in

dem, vich dere aint, aad dey knowsh it so well as I do, ant more petter

too.

Dish lettare vill be shent by a prifit hopportunita till Spring Rislx

altaxe te postage to von penny. He cot it too high pefore, and sow: b.«
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cot it too low-—but dat ish hia look out» ant noto mhine ; bat ven a lot'

tare eoiht no more ash yob penny, I will write you mbre tegular aah I.

t*iiow, and not coaht me ao much moniab, needer, aah at preaent time.

Yoor-frient,

To Mr. Moaea Levi. Liti MoMo.

Poat Sehript.—Oh, mine Cot ! if I haven't tun de piahnoa* tinah 1^

sot* vat iah initten apove itah a pity—date all. I aint no more 0ttwell»

put potter Mh never ; ant I wund pack all my passaffo monish, ant two
eiMforeigna more, ant a half-ahovereign, and two shillinga, three pencO)
•t earta, peaidge five pounda of a pet, and iketi ko iah, all ahaie ink
ahoMid in mine pocket, and he dont go o»t vid my leaf, till he preede
and hatchea more, to keep up de preed of young.ahoverei|pa. On ! put
1 likah to put my hant in mine (weechos pecked arid iiael lum,^.aiMl count
him ofer, ant she he ish. shafe ant shound.

Yen I vhlk de teck, up ani town ant up ant towniMck again, peepliih

ahay, Miahter Moaea, dey ahay, varte pleash you aho, make you look ao

tarat gootUiatured to-day, and I shay, oh, he feelah goOt and mneh pettett

aah he ftifih. I cot te medicine here dat cure de ehe-shickneaa, ant
ahet me righti^in, and den my band vat ia in my pocket, he pata do
ahoveraigna.vat ia in mine preechea, on de heat, and I tink to mtoelfir

goot poyadem sboveieigna—vary eoot poya, ant haa no rooio dutifal

^uliheota, nor lovingk irienta vat ian font of tem dan me. Yell, den, I

ahell mv, bozeah of ahigara to the atewart, when he gets out of ditoek,

by reaahim.of te loogk voyage, and hash no more left, ant no plaahe t»
go to, to puv dem. I ahell em, pecauae I wash too ill to ahmoko em,
maaelf, ant hadnt no more uah for em ; ant he knowed no petter, for he
iah a fool, and dont know vat monish ish, nor de al^ntlemana neodbr

—

put I do, I hope, ox elah my name ishnt Liti Moaca.

No. XXII.-

LBTTER
FROM A SERVANT OF A FAMILY TRAVELLING TO ASTORIA.
Daaa Suban—

Y/hen.I tuk leve of you the last sunday nite we spent.at white condut.

1 had no high dear I waa going so sun to take leve of dere old Ensland.
But ao it ia. Strange thinca do sum tims turn up, ae Tummus saicTwhen

Betty housemaid was founa,floating on the river.

Miasua haa married a clutchyman, who is sent out by the society to

propergate in furrin parts, and they have a burth on. hoard, the Great
Weatem,,and so have I. It looks like a cell in New Gate, only cleoer,

were poor George waa lodged for putting lady Anns watch iU'his pocket

by misteke, for hia hone, but he was always an absent man before he
went to Bottany was George.. They call it a burth because ite a new
life on board ship, and is like beginning of the world agiu^ and takea

grate nuasing before you can eat. It is the most inconvenientest place I

ever saw. The scaling is so low in places you cant walk upright, and
you get a stroke every now and then when you- least expect it, across

your forhod, that you think will dash your brains out. It is a hard thing

to leve dere old England, its halters and fkrea, and churches and theetres

for the wilderness, and the hethen, but then Lundua is a poor place for

the likes of me as woold perfer sumthing better than mere sweet bart-

ing; standing at Airy's and talking to the butler, or perhaps the young
master at the, next number is verry pleasant, but then it seldom enda
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aatiafaotury, for they dont often fulfil, and if you remind then^ of their

pom stations^ the perfigiores wretches say tkiey never ment nothmgbnt
m the way of servility, and if you dorgo for to take on why they taka
themselves oS. directly, and desart you and nothing is left but artburninga,

nnless it is the surpentine to pot it out. Going abroad gives won an
Sportunity to see .the wurld and visit places where men Mnt so bartifi-

d aa in Lundun, and promises aint made on purpos to be broke, and
harta go for nothing except to be trumpt in tricks as poor Tummus used
to say, at Miist. But still it do give wun menny a sad our thinking of
appy days past, and frierjj|ptJ<Bft behind besides them as loft us, it bnnga
terea in mr eyes whmalKf alone tn bed, and makes nie think of throw«
ing up at New Yorklm returning, but I resorts to the good buck at

iteh times and finds 'OmisolHtion in it. The deck of this vessel is aa
crowded as Regent atnipt arter lamplight—there are sum verry interrest-

ing men on bora, one % them they call a " pole," though why I ant sure

I dont know ; for I |H|Hc some of them as say so behind his back are poor
' sticks' themselvaa. WHe is a very ,>r6tty man with a beautiful curly

moustouehio, and Uai^ whiskers, and sin^ssosweet it is quite ch^nning^

I dont know whether his' christian name is North or not, but I overttear

thefla talking a good dele about noith pole, and that government offered

a larga aum to any body as would get round him, ten thousand pounds I

believe. He dont apeidt much English, but he talks very perlite to me
and bows very handsum, and oh how brite- his eyes are.

Xhey affect one so, that people do say no needle was ever known to

work nere him, his attractions is so grate. I wunder if Lord Melbuma
or Normanboy woottgive mo the r''ward if I was to get round him, I'me

aura I could do it, ^y[ he squeezed my hand twise, and the last time
would a had his honJlbund me if missus hadnt a been comin. I dremed
of the ten thousand ^und all nite, oh dear, what a prize that must be for

poor mary.—We are too go to New York fust, and then in a to bote

dragged after orses hiles, and thru locks, and gates, and waist ways, and
summit of hills and dales, and I dont know what all to a place they call

mont-tree-all—because it's all a forest. Then we are to be shoved for

twenty days by a'^renchman, up a stream with long poles, who sings

songs ta keep time. This part they say is very pleasant only you get

tired of it, for too much of one thing is good for nothing, as poor dear

Tummus used to say, when he had anything to do.

Then we are to cum amung saviges, horrid creatures, all nidced except

a little very little clothing, like the nasty Scotch piper that used to play in

our airy and wore no trousers only an apron, and that ridiculous short

too. They have lodg knifes that are dredful to look at, and things they
call tommy ozes^ to. Mt hairy scalps with, and they arc to guide us out
of the wudes, and hunt fer ue. Pretty guides them as master eavs to

show us the way we are to. walk in.

Then comes the desert, and that lasts a munth—only think of a hole
month of a desert ! Wa must wait to lye in before we proseed, provis-

ion for the journey, and then we must sleep out of dores every nite, with
nothing over us but sky, and nothing under us but earth, and nothing in

us but cold wittals. I am afraid I shall never survice them saviges.

"When the sun goes down we are to- camp together bundling, they call it,

the women in the middle, and then the men, and then the saviges to keep
off the wolves and bares and wild beasts. Its a dredfuU undei taking,

isn't iti How I shall make shift to get on I dont know—it terrifies n'.e

to think of it. Last nite I dremed of it, for this part sleeping in public

haunta me like a gost, and I dremed I saw a lion with grete glaring eyer,
*

.
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«nd folt hti Ug bttvy paw upon me, and I woke up with frits trembltag

alToVer like an asspio, and whar uo you think it was, Suatn; it waa
<ml|' the |iand of the Stewart feeling if the light waa out, for all litee tre

txtuiguift..td at ten o'clock. He is a verry niae man the Stewart. Well,
than after all that cum aum g. ? le mountinga, the verry idea ofwhieh tor*

rify me. They will -* ievoral months to get OTer, on account of the
atones. They call t; .'U *ckey mountings. The trees are 2 hun-
dred feet high and an^ I din know how high. Misaoa says if I pes-

ist in going thro the trat.iii, and , nain three yetrs with them, I shall
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'

munny a trading in furs, and they aint so plentj

for the wild beast is getting ' up to trap' now an^

They keep * fur* off now. I'll get a muffor a tif

of otter, which smells so well. The oil of that

80 dere in Ltindun in sent bottles ; but O der« I

of smelling sweet if there is no one to smell yoa buijroonelf.

Who master is to preach to when he gets there I dont no zpeot it {»

to miaaus and me and the rest of the family, and if he eoes to preach to

her ahe'll give him such a lectur aa he has no ndtion olTthata aertjiin, for

ahe gafe master that ia dead «nd gone a'dreadful time of it here below, and
when we are out

ia the daiwer ol

m horrid Indgians

T, and besidea they

;lhese aailort; last
~
to say they were

aa for me, my morals cant be no better—and beai^

of the wurld, aa a body might say, what in the

temptation when there is n(K>ody to tempt you 1

wont understand him nor them frenchVoia jeers

are papista and wont cum. Thata just the way
Sunday when they was ordered to prayers, they a£

Catholics and had scribbles of conscience, for they can^ force them tociinii

now since O'Connell is made pope and prime Minia^r, and the Captain
aaid, very well, they are excused then. "^ '^^

Three years away—oh ! deary me, what a long tinw Aat is to be away,
aint it Susan, and me twenty-five years old alreadT* .How lonesum I

shall be, nobodv but master and missus and the doctor Aid the two clarka

and me in the house. The governor and the othei; ]Kiople that are our
next door neighbours live 600 miles off. «

Mr. Campbell the clerk is a ver^ handsum ^oins man. He is to
travail with ua. He taken great notice of me when nobody is a noticing

of him, a slipping into the hole every chance he ge|iiW the vessel, a pre-

tending to study myshecnery. Says he the otherllayt Mary dear, I wish
I knew the rode to your hart. Well sir, said I, it lies through the church
door. Says he, I like yon for that answer, my dear, for it shows you are

a gud gurl, such an uncommon pretty gurl as you (he said uncommon I

assure you, I am certain I cant bo mistaken), aueh an uncommon pretty

gurl (it was verry sivil of him to say so, when after all I really do not

think I am so verry, verry pretty), such an uncommon pretty gurl as you
are must take care of yourself, and then putting his face close up, said,

never let any bo(W whisper to you, or they cant help doing as I do, kiss

you—and before I could reprove him, he was off and into the cabin.

It quite flustered me. Yesterday^ I overheard him tell Misses, the
governor had promised him *' to bring hkn in a partner this year.'* Wha
can she be 1 We have nobody on board a going there, but little me, and
I am poor and at aarvice, and nothing bat my face for my fortuiM } ball



iShm havn't jatt ai ttran^ things hsppcnad 1 Didn't our Butter that

was, marry his young MiMua that was, and didn't hia younff-^Aflaaaa

nanry him t If they are to. ** bring him in a partnar*' thiayaar, they moil
dp it now, or hii partnar wiH never get there. It will be too late in tho

MMon. Oh, I wuuldnH mind the mountainga, nor the rapids, nor th«
deaert, nor anything, if thia waa to be the end of all my travail ! If it
bo thia ahoold turn up—honour for trump card—don't fear, Suaan, I

ahant be prood, and pretend not to know yon, or keep company with you,
beeaoao nothing will ever make me forget you, and don't you for the

wurld, over aay a wurd al>out ihem earrmgs the Jew boy got blamed for,

or the worked collar tho beggar woman took, aa Miaaus thort ; but as for

Robert carrying hia head ao high after deaerting me, and aaying be
did ao becauae Mare*taking waa painful, and me running auch riska hiding

him in the laandry, I'll let him no hia place, I can tell him, and never let

him go for to dare. iSit,much aa for to lock at me agpin, the ard arted

retch, or I vHll ctftHi|IIiae to him, see if I don't. I ahall turn over a new
leaf io America. It^on't du to be too confiding with men. They think

only of their bone,, and not other people's enda, and the next one t

threatens to drown himaeU aa Robert did, may juat do it for all_^I care, i.

wont deceive me again. Lusing a butler ia no such pnl
losing wuna pease and karacter. Tell him he ia diapisable

ceivor, and that if I ad him with me forty daya and forty

the desert, I'd leave him ihere for his parjury, a pray to the

penti and his hone conscience. Drinking aatturn and myd
hia master, don't justify him to kiea and desert poor guria

gentleman born. Such airs are vory miahecoming one ia|

he deserves a good kicking for his imperence, the retchWih sune at my
travail is over, andi^J reach at last, thia distant counto^'Aatoria, I will

rite you another letter by a mail that goes every siFinontha chaaing

whales, and tell yon whether I am cumming on with Mr. Campbell, and
about the bare skin fura, ahd the sense of the otters, and so on ; and now
dear Susan, bopping that you and William Coachman continues to set

your horses well together, I rer.iain your faithful friend.

Now and for ever, Mary Poolb.

>tt«r as

y de-

-iT

No. XXIII.

THE MISDIRECTED LETTER No. 1.

LETTER FROM A COLONIST TO HIS BROTHER.
Mr DEAR ANO HONOURED FaTHBR—

I have the plesMtfe to acknowledge your letter of the first of February
last, giving me tl^gratifying intelligence of the health of my dear mother
and yourself, and upon receipt of it lost no time in complying with your
wishas for my return, by embarking at once for New York in the Great
Western. Your indulgence to me on all occasions, requires, even if I

were not actuated by a higher motive, that I should implicitly follow your
instructions, which, I am aware, are only dictated by an anzibus ^^olici*

tude for my welfare, and I hope you will do me the justice to believe,

that the ready obedience I have shown in this case, even at a time when
an affection of iha lungs required medical treatment, ia a proof of my de-

sire to meet your wishes in all things, and upon all occasions. The
dampness of the climate in England has operated rather uufavoiirably upon
my lungs, and a succession ofcolds has rendered it necessa.y for me to

consult an «>'r:;;«nt physician, whose enormous and extravagant charges
(which I underatand are always more ao to atrangers) have made me draw
largely upon my letter of credit, but I know that I should not please yon
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uueM I took th« belt advice, 1st it coat what it would. Indeed, my
genoral etpenaes ha?e been larger than I could have wished. Jjondon is

an eiceaaively expensive place to live in, and although I hnvo neither the

inclination nor I may add the meana fur extravagance, yet, I fear, my ex-

Mnditare will appear large to you, for notwithatanding Ibe doctor's fees

(which is an unforaeen 4nd indiapenaable item), the result without that is

altogether too large for a person of my regulHr and retired habits. Vou
will be surprised to hear that young as I am, I have only been to the thea-

tre once, bur that was once too often, and indeed, I should not have felt

a desire to go at all, had it not been fur your repeatedly expressed wish,

that I should uee whatever was worth aeeing in London, that my travels

night be productive of useful information as well as amusement. To tell

you the truth, I have some scruples as to the propriety of visiting such
places at all ; on that occasion I had the misfortune to be run over in the

street by a cab, and was severely stunned and bruised ; and when I came
to, I found that I had been relieved by some of th^light fingered gently
of this metropolis of the beautiful fifty guinea watcE you were so kmd as

to give me, and also a quarter's allowance which I had received that day '

from my banker. I admit that I ought not to have carried that money
•bodPti jjttMitut that I do not regret, for economy will eaaily replace it

;

but tu^mMn of your regard I valued more than the money as a remem-
brand^V^yon, and had hoped to have kepi4t through life, to remind roe

{0 of time, of the kind firiend and monitor who gave it, and as a
irental affection. But providence has ordered it otherwise,

lubmit to that which I cannot control. Had I not been de-

ition I would have parte J with my life sooner than with

l£e. The doctors, I am sorfy to say, seem to think that

lungs has been increased by the iiijury I have received,

luable addition to my medical library, upon which I have
spent what most young men of my age would have consumed upon their

pleasureti. I shall leave the books to follow, and hope they will arrive safe.

I look forward with the greatest pleasure and anxiety to spe you all

again, and shall hurry home again as fast as possible to resume the study

of my profession in my native place, where with your powerful connnzion
and valuable advice, I make no doubt, I shall fulfil all your expectations.

To qualify myself for thus entering upon the duties of life, I have lost

no opportunity of attending the best lectures at the several hospitals.

It gives me the greatest pain to hear from you that my brother Tom is

inclined to dissipation and extravagance. I was always afraid that such
would be the result of your too indulgent allowance, which it is never

prudent to enlarge as you have done, for a young mafptf his gay tempera-

ment. If I find on my return that he persists in these courses, I shall

be under the necessity of withdrawing in a great measure from his society ;

for evil communications, according to an old^roverb, have unquestionably

a deleterious influence on the manners and prif^ciples. I have bought you
a very improved pair of patent spectacles, which, I think, you will find

very ueetul, and also a newly invented ear-trumpet for poor dear mother,

which, I hope, you and she will do me the f: vouKto accept and wear for

the sake of, dear and honoured father,

Your most affectionate and dutiful son, Arthur Snob.
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THE MISDIRECTED LETTER, No. 3.

A COLONIST TO HIS FATHER.
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•tead of cominff direct to Qatbec ; but I intend to ran the fall length of
mj tether, and have made up mf mind to have • lark in the itatea before I

come back. What the old cove will aay to thie, 1 do not know \ btit I have
written a latter to him by thie packet, that will eflfectually hookwink him,
I hope. It ie quite in^hts own atyle, and aa good at be d——d. I have
had a glorioaa time of it, both in I^ondon and Paria, and have gone th»
whole fiflure ; hot it haa coat ao much money, that I am afraid to add it

all op. How the devil to account for tliia expenditure to our old governor,
I don't know ; for, beaidea ordinary expenaea, I have had a job for the

doctor, my health having materially aunered by my diaaipationa. I have
wiped out part of thie, by swearing I was run over and robbed of a
qaarter'a allowance, and the gold watch he gave me, which I leA in

pawn ; and have accounted for the doctor'a part, by an inflammation of
the lungi, from the damp climate, while another part I have aet down to

bookei which, of course, will never arrive.

For heaven's aake, IooIumH Ibr'the name of some vessel that haa
foandered at sea, or beaJPeke4i# <ll»rgo )o"t, that I may fix on her
for havmg my Iibrtr«||H|Mu4S^ aav for the r^y(^I poeitively

do not know—^san't JpflKilli^Tly M^
follow, for Bometh||^|i^|^|flpiin, yf tk»jj^ man
with me, when IipRWS'^^JJhHP 1jN<)|l|ri|i^|H^"'^ ^'^

once, in PariaJMjfttff <^p9|MHiHHi^V ^^^^

Gbamp fllUeia, MHilftMtli^HF^MMH^K. and
trangelieal fat!
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lim, and I never can resist

^_^^^^^ f^'8ly7canting visage of his.

fun it would have''^^^^ he had happened to have been in

PerJS, then, to have inveigled him in there, and then quizzed him about
it afterward—wouldn't itf

I will tell you who I did see there, though, and it will astonish you to

hear it, as much as it did not me ; no less than Deacon Closefist—

I

did, upon my honour. The moment I saw him, I cut and run, for I was
dancing and he was not, and I didn't waut him to see me any more
than M did, that I should come across his hawser. I have had a
ery awkward affair in one of the gambling bouses of London, before

I left town. It was at the Quadrant, with a young fellow of the Tem-
ple, and I was under the disagreeable necessity of 'calling him out.

We exchanged shots twice, and I was fortunate enough to pmk him in

the hand, without endanduing his life, and to escape being hit, myself,

which is very lucky, for|^B was a capital shot. I was in a dreadful

funk, for fear it would gefwind, and nnd its way into the newspapers,
when some damned gotd-natured friend would have been sure to

. have
told father all about it, especidlly as the quarrel was about a fair friend

of mine. It's no use talking about it, Tom, but women are at^he bottom
of all the mischief in the world. I wish the devil had the whole of them,
for they have led me into a pretty mess of expense and trouble since I

have been abroad ; but if old men will send young men to Lon-
don, to see the old world, why they must just make up their minds
to pay the piper, and there is no help for it. I have sent the old boy a
pair of spectacles to improve his vision ; don't laugh at the joke when
you see them, there is no fear of his being up to it, for he never was up
te any thing in his life, but saving money. I have some ca])ital stories
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for yoo, when w« mMt, about my adrsntorta, bat it's not altogethir aaft

to commit th«m to paper, for faar of accidenta.

Don't liap a ajllabla of all thia, and balioTa me, dear Tom,
Youra, alwaya, Abtkob Snob.

NO. XXV.
LETTER

FROM A LOCO FOCO OF NEW YOKK, TO A SYMPATHIZER
IN VERMONT.

Mr DBAB JoQNaTOlf—
So many peraona hate lately travelled through North America,

of all whom have made meet aingular and valuable diacoveriea in the

theory of government, that I have made it my buaineaa, during my re-

cent viait to Great Britian, to inquire into the atate of the nation, the

condition of the people, and the cayMliiHriiV"^'"^ *"^ ^*^' ^^^ ^^*
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memtMHR^Riament uaually vote one
wajr, and the Engliah another. * Englrod, aa might be expected, from

the indolence and ignorance of ita rulera, for centuriet paet, ia filled with

people diasatiaiied with the government and the eziating order of thinga,

Theae people are termed Chartista, and contain among them a great

body of respectable, well-informed, and able men, and conatiiute, it

aeema, the majority of the people : I have, therefore, felt it my duty

to make their conciliation my chief study. They complain that the

higher orders—peraona of property and standing in the kingdom, are

linked in a common interest for the support of monarchial institutions,

and they, therefore, very properly style them " the family compact," mr
** official gang ;" a very amgular coincidence with what is now going on
in a diatant part of the empire. The bench, the magistrates, the nigh

offices of the episcopal church, and a great fepf the legal profession,

aa well as the armv and navy, are filled by aimrents of this party ; and,

until lately, shared among them, almost exclusively, all offices of trust

and profit.

They complain that this compact co-operates for the purpose of op«

pressing the poor, of tyrannizing over the weak, of suppressing instruc*

tion, or rather confining it to themselves, and of ruining the nation : and
from their wealth, station in life, and education, J conceive it to be true,

more especially as so many of them belong to the established churches

of England and Scotland. They also allege that the upper branch of

the legislature, is composed altogether of people of this class, which, in-

deed its very name, " House of Lords," seems to prove, and that such

has been the favouritism of the " compact party," that no instance is
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known of a Chartist being made a TiOrd Chancellor, an Archbishop, a
Chief Justice, or a Peer of the realm, or filling any of the high oflices

about the Palace or the person of the Queen, a case of partiality and
misrule unparalleled in the history of any country. The object of the

Chartists is to render the House of Lords elective and responsible te

them, which universal suffrage will inevitably produce ; and it is in vain

to conceal the fact, that they never will be content with anything short

of this reform, nor do I think they ougSt. Despairing of constitutional

redress, for these accumulated evils, 'hey most imprudently took up
arms at Birmingham, before they we^j quite ready for the revolution,

and destroyed much property as well as many lives. I think there

should be a general pardon of the offenders, the jails opened, and the

patriots set at large. Politics are sacred, and opmions are not fit sub-

jects for legal inquiries. They were evidently entrapped into rebellion,

as appears by the circumstance of the Dragoons being stationed at so

great a distance as London, an opinion which is strengthened by the fact,

that the head of the county, though awaro of the danger, relied upon the

constabulary force, for the preservation of the peace, instead of the mi-

litary. A general pardon of these respectable persons, whose feelings

I should be reluctant to see wounded, by their being sent to a penal set-

tlement, is the most eipedient course that occurs to me, for the scene

beinff at a distance, neitner the bloodshed nor tho destruction of proper-

ty (dreadful as it most be admitted to have be< lO can ever reach us, and
besides, many of the objects they demand, I fuliv approve of. Another
subject of complafait is the large tracts of land, held by the members of

this family compact, who by purchase or inheritance own nearly the

whole island, when so many thousands of people are anxious to get pos-

session of these estates, and are not permitted to do so. This is a se>

rious evil, and it is my opinion, in all cases where the ititle is by grant*

the Crown should inquire into their origin, and resume them. There
are'woods, and parks, and uncultivated land in England, owned by a few
landholders of the clique, sufficiently large to support all the poor and idle

people of North America. In France, during its revolution, which ie

ever exciting the envy and admiration of these respectable and intelli'

gent people, the Chartists, confiscation of the overgrown property of

their family compacts, formed a valuable source of public revenue and
private speculation, and thny naturally regard the examples of their

neighbours as one to be foll< vved by them, an idea which I have done
my nest to encourage. With if;gard to the Church question, it is neces-

sary to speak out plainly. It has been endowed, from time to time, with

f
rants ot real estate ; and^^ discontented party very properly claim to

ave an equal division of fH|>roperty among all those sects who have
none, and 1 am satisfied, it is the only rational way of appeasing their

clamours. He that gives may take away. The Law gave it. Alter
the Law and take it away—in either case it is the operation of Law.
Whatever apparent right, law, and usage may give the Established

Church to tiiese lands, reason gives none, and in this enlightened age,

reason must prevail in all matters of religion ; and mysteries, the sub-

I ject of faith, must be given up. A stated resident clergy are unsuited to

,

a migratory people like the English, who live in rail-cars and steamboats.,

I

and strolling preachers like strolling players, are better adapted to their

tastes, habits, and amusements. On all these points, I have recommend-

I

ed their leaders to cultivate a good understanding with, and to copy

I

the excellent example of the French who have destroyed all their family

^
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compacts, and by assimilating their institution* to those ot their neigh*

bours, to remove all occasions of heart-burnings and envy.

Scotland I have not seen, but my clerk took a ride into it of twelve

hours, and he informs me that more than half the houses are uninhabited,

the natural consequence of misrule ^nd misgovemment. It is easy to

conceive how great must be the distress occasioned by the abandonment
of their houses, for as the population has more than doubled notwith-

standing, within the last twenty years, it is evident the people must live

in the open air, with the beasts of the field, and will soon become as fe-

rocious and as savage as their companions, and like Nebuchadnezzar,
feed on the coarse herbage of the earth. This startling fact has I know
been doubted, but I am convinced of its truth, because one of their

most popular authors has endeavoured to stimulate his countrymen to

exertion, to induce them to make railroads, and to prevail upon them to

ftdopt the modern improvements in agriculture, which is to my mind a

convincing proof that he disapproves of the Government, though delica-

cy prevents his saying so ; or perhaps, being opposed to revolutionary

doctrines, he has thought proper to conceal what he thinks. Although
he has not'said so, therefore, I conclude he thinks so, and boldly appeal

to his writings in support of my theory and facts, from the very circum-

stance of his having wholly omitted any such expressions nf discontent.

One thing I certainly was not prepared to find, notwithstanding the

Tery low opinion I entertain of English institutions —namely, the debased
•nd degraded state of the mercantile marine.

The same exclusive and compact feeling exists here as elsewhere. It

will hardly be belicTed that the entire command of the ship is intrusted

to the Captain—that the seamen hate no voice in the choice of this

officer, nor any control over him—that he has a council composed of

bis lieatenants and mates, neither of whom are elected by the men, nor
amenable to them—and that the only responsibility that exists is to the

Directors, who do not live on board, seldom visit the ship, and actually

reside in Bristol ! If any* seaman, says he, is dissatisfied with his

treatment, the Captain very coolly tells him he may leave the ship

;

and if he repeats his complaints, he does actually discharge him. Seve-

ral meetings of the sailors have taken place at the forecastle, amounting
tola large majority on board, demanding an extension of suffrage, the

election of their own officers, and responsible government. They say

a knowledge of navigation is not necessary for command, and that a

familiarity with the names of the ropes is quite sufficient. They also

protest against the enormous salaries of the officers and the immense
disparity of the pay of the Captain, whictii|j£fty pounds a month, and
theirs, which is the paltry sum of three^Rnds ; and although they

have repeatedly offered to do the Captain's work for ten pounds a

month, whereby a saving of four hundred and eighty pounds a year

would be effected, their offers have been met by indecent ridicule. Upon
one occasion they refused to work, and actually armed and drilled, and
the Captain, who is a member of the Church of England (and of course

has every bishop to back him,) and a son of a member of the compact
v'which gives him the support of the whole ofncial gang,) a nephew of

another, and has a daughter married to a Judge (which precludes every

one from any hope of justice in any case where he is concerned)—this

man had the assurance to talk of mutiny, and in an official letter called

them disaffected.^ To show the gross corruption of the faction it is only

necessary to state, that instead of saying their own prayers, which as

Christians they are bound to do, the officers have a chaplain, at an over-
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grown Mlaiy, exceeding that of any three sailors ; and the boatswain,
who offered in the most disinterested manner to perform his duty for

the nominal remuneration of a fig of tobacco, and a glass of grog, was
reported in a private letter to the diroctors as a troublesome man ; and
though the situation of the first lieutenant has been twice vacant sine*

this happened, he has been as often refused promotion.
I have conversed with the leading minds among the sailors, many of

whom are extremely well-informed, and exhibit great talent. They
repr Jiate, in the most loyal manner, the idea of mutinizing or seizing

the ship, with great scorn. All they require is to have the entire and
sole command c^ her ; and are quite willing to concede to the directors

the privilege of protecting and defending her They also disavow all

idea of dissolving British connexion ; and p > mise to purchase their

earffoes in the United Kingdom, ifa bankrupt law is adjusted on board,

to their satisfaction, so that they could continue to do business, and re-

tain their property, if ever they should be so unfortunate as to become
bankrupt. These are reasonable demands ; and a most numerous, in-

fluential, end highly respectable body of our enlightened citizens at New
York, called Sympathisers, (of which you are one,) are willing to assist

them in every legitimate mode to obtain redress for these grievances.

Responsibility is now the catch-word of the Chartist party ; and thsj
are already reaping the fruit of the seed sown by me ;—a quicker ger-

mination, and a more premature harvest has never been exhibited to

the world. To make the upper branch of the legislature elective, will

soen lead to making the throne elective, and universal suffrage, short

parliaments, and vote by ballot, naturally condece to the great end.

The Chartists will then have the government in their own hands, and
tfverybodywill be respensibia but themselves. In short, nothing will

* SHtisfythe able and intelligent reformers of the party, but an equaliza-

tion of property. Wo are all born equr.lly helpless, and we all repose
at last in one common receptacle. Life is ushered in, and the last scene
closes, without any dietinction, to all alike ; and it is not fitting that,

during our transitory abode here, these artificial differences should
exist.

It is abundantly evident that everything which 'the Compacts call

respectable and estimable, in England, mast be abolished, if they wish
to preserve tranquillity. Where there is nothing to respect, there will

be nothing to envy ; and where there' are no fortunes, there can be no
inequality of condition. A man who is better off than his neighbour
should be held responsible for it, and he who carries his head higher
than his fellow-citizens, should sufier decapitation for his presumption.

In preparing my tour for publication, I have endeavoured to avoid all

. partiality. During my residence in England, I had an ample oppor-
tunity of seeing the state of the country, for I sailed once up the
Thames in a steamboat, with nobody on board'but my clerks ani part-

ner, so that from the deck ofthe vessel I saw the condition of the people
uninterrupted. I crossed the channel in like manner, and spent
twenty-four hours in Ireland : and from the window of the inn I ob-

served what was going on among the Ribandmen of that island, and
other secret societies of Patriots. Instead of conferring with the prin-

cipal inhabitants, who all belong to the family compact party, and whose
whole souls are absorbed in contriving how to enslave the nation, I con-
sulted only my own clerks, so that no one can say I have prejudices in-

stilled into my mind, or that the important discoveries I have made, are

not vt^holiy and exclusively my own. Of them I feel I have a right to

11

m
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ba proud, ai both original and unique. Ai an appendix I shall add
Mveral valuable dissertations, among which will be found an interest-

ing one on bowel complaints, illustrated by beautiful drawings of the

modus operandi ; and on hallucinations of the mind. I feel that it

would be criminal in me to withhold such valuable information as I have
collected, or to deprive the world of the use of my discoveries. You
must, therefore, not be sur])rised to see this first in print, before you
receive the original, as it is impo/ nt the whole should be made public

as soon as possible.

I am, my dear Bill Johnson,

Yours truly,

Timothy Noddt.

No. xxvr.
LETTER

FROM A COACHMAN ON THE RAILROAD LINE.

Dbxb Friend—
Old England and I has parted for ever ; I have thrown down the

reins, and here I am, on board the Great Western, old, thick in the wind,

stiff in the joints, and tender in the feet—I am fairly done up—1 couldn't

•tand it no longer. When you and me first know'd each other, the

matter of a dozen years agone> I drove the Red Rover, in the Liverpool

line. You recollects the Red Rover, and a pretty turn-out it was, with
light green body, and wheels pricked out with white, four smart bays,

and did her ten miles an hour, easy, without ever breaking into a gallop,

and never turned a hair. Well, I was druv ofl' of that by the rails, and a

ad blow that was, for I liked the road, and passengers liked me, and ne-

ver a one that didn't tip his bob and a tizzy for the forty mileti. Thern
was happy days for old England, afore reformers and rails turned every-

thing upside down, and^m^en rode as natur' intended they sLould, on pikes

with coaches, and smart active cattle, and not by machinery like bags

of cotton and hardware. Then I takes tlie Highflyer, on the Southamp-
ton road ; well, she warnt equal to the Red Rover—and it warnt likely

she could ; but still, she did her best, and did her work well and com*
fortably, eight miles to fifty-five minutes, as true as a trivit.

V, People made no complaints, as ever I heard of, when, all of a sudden,

the rail fever broke out there, too ; up goes the cars, and, in course,

down goes the coaches, and me along with them. One satisfaction

was, it warnt the Highflyer's fault—it warnt she broke dov.n, it was the

road ; and if people is so foolish as not to go by coaches, why coaches

can't go of themselves, as stands to coinmorf'sense and reason. I warnt

out of employ long, and it warnt likely I should—I was too well known
for that ; few men in my line was so well known ; and it amt boasting,

or nothing of the sort, but no more nor truth to say, few men v/as better

Kked on the road, in all England, nor 1 was ; so I was.engjiged on the

Brighton line, and drew the Markiss of Huntley. You knowed the Mar-
kiss, in course, everybody knowed her, she was better hosaed nor any

coach in England ; it was a pleasure to handle the ribands in one's new
toggery, where the cattle was all blood, and the turn-out all compiete, in

all parts—'pointmenta and all. We had a fine run on that line—roads

good, coaches full, lots of lush, and travelled quick. But the rails got

an opposition there, too, and the pikes and coaches couldn't stand it no

more nor on the other lines. The coaches was took off, the hoisses v/aa

fold off, and there I was, the third time, off myself, on the stones agaiu,
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As long as there was any chance, I stood up under it like a man—it aint

a trifle makes mo give in ; but there is no chance, coaches is done in

England, and so is gentlemen ; sending to the station for parcf>ls and
papers is a different thing from having them dropt at the gate, and so

they'll find when its too late. Mind what I tellye, Joe, the rails will do
for the gents, only give 'em time for it, as well as for the coaches. That
thiefs whistle of a car is no more to be compared to the music of a
guard's horn, than chork ia to cheese ; its very low, that. It always sets

my teeth on edge. They'll find, some of those days, what all this level-

ling will come to in England—I'm blest if they don't ; levelling coach-

men down to stokers, is the first step, the next is levelling the gents

down to the Brummagin tradesmen. They are booked for a fall, when
they'll find no return carriages, or I'm mistaken ; but it serves 'em
right, where people will be so obstinate as not to see how much better

d.ist is than smoke, and they needn't even have dust, if they choses to

vfater the roads, as they ort. There is no stopping, now, to take up or

put down a passenger. That day is gone by, and returns by a different

road. Accidents, too, is more common on the rails than on the pikes,

and when the rails begins, they always kills—there is no hopes of having

the good luck to lose a limb, as there is with coaches. \ oa can't pull

them up, as you can bosses, they haint got no sense, and it don't stand

to reason they can stop themselves, or turn out. I never run over but

one man all the time I was on the road, and that was his own fault, for

he was deaf and didn't hear us in time ; and one woman, and she ruu
the wrong way, though the lamps was lit, and it served her right for

being so stupid. I have always observed v/omen and pigs run the wrong
way, it's nateral to them, and they hadn't ort to suffer them to run at

large on the same road with co?':hes, for they cum to be run over

of themselves, and is very dangerous, frightening bosses, and upsetting

coaches, by getting under the wheels.
But it is no use guarding now against accidents, Joe, for coaches it

done in England and d*^ne for over, and a heavy blow it is. They wa«
the pride of the country, there wasn't anything like them as I've heard
gemmen say from forrin parts, to be found nowhere, nor never will be
again. Them as has seed coaches afore rails come in fashion, has seed
something worth remembring, and telling of agin, and all they are fit

for now is to stick up for watch-houses along the rails, for poleesemen
to go to sleep in, when they gets raoppy. It's a sad thing to think of»

and quite art breaking to them as know'd their vitly and speed and i>afe-

ty, by day or, by night, and could drive them to a sixteenth part of an
imjh of one another and never touch, That was wat I call seeing life

was travelling in u coach, but travBiling by rails is like being stowed
avray in a parcel in the boot ; you can't see nothink nor hear nothink,
but coaches is done, Joe, yes they are done, and it's pity too—I couldn't

stand it no longer, first one line knocked and then another, and nothing
SRen but bosses going to the aramer, and coachmen thrown out of era-

ploy. I couldn't Htand it no longer, so I am off to Americka, to a placo
they calls Never Scotia, where tkey have move sense and wont haire a
rail, tho natur has done one half, and English money is ready to do the
other. They prefert) couches and they shows their sense, as time will

prove—*! am engaged on the line from Halifax to Windsor, that the
m\v nteameis will make a busy one, find where vails, as I hear, are never
likely to be interduced, as they have seed the mischief they av done in
England. I only wish I ad the old Highflyer or Red Rover or Markisa
of Huntly there with theii cattle, if I ad Ide ehow the savages what a
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eoach and hosses, complete, and fit for the Queen to travel in was, but
I havn't, nor can't, nor nobody can't, nor never will again, for coaches,
such coaches as them I mean, which was coaches and deiiierved th«
name of cobches is done—nobody wont see the like of them again<
Arter all, Joe, it is a ard think for the like of me as has druv the first coach
and best team in all England, and the first gemmen of the land, to go out
to that orrid savage^country Nover Scotia, to end my days among bad bos-
ses, bad coaches, and bad arness, and among a people too whose noses
ii all blue, as I hear, with the cold there. I never expected to live to

see this come to pass, or the day when coaches was done \n England,
but coaches is done for all that, and here I am broken down in health
and spirits, groggy in both feet, and obliged to be transported to Ameri-
ka, all on account of the rails. But if I go on so fast, talking of tra-

velling, I shall be apt to be shying from the main object of my letter, sc

I must clap the skid on the off wheel of my heart and go gently. I

•hall have to shorten up my wheel reins preciously to come down to

terras. My eyes, what would our old friend the Barynet say to my dri-

ving a team without saddles and without breeching, and take a steady

drag of seventeen miles—with leather springs anu lineh pins instead of

patent axles and liptics—no sign board, no mile stone!>. No Tom and
Jerrys, no gin and bitters, coachmen and no guards. Hills and d»?es

no levels ; no bar-maids, post-boys, nor seven mile stages, and what is

wus and wus wages and no tip. Oh Joe ! my heart sinks to the axci

when I thinks of the past, but fate drives me with a heavy hand and v..

desprate hard curb, and I shall wait with a sharp pull upon my pa*

tience, till I gets your next letter, and hereafter sets in my place with
melancholy as a passenger on the box-eer:^ ''<'v ever. I dont much like

•ending this by the Great Western, fcr . , ;? has ruined me, Joe, but

I've had a copy made to go by the old coa :'
, ..j I calls the liner, and if

•he gets the start of leaders heads past westerns swingle trees, you'll

get tother one first never fear.—I have no hart to write more at present,

though the thorts of the ribbins do revive me a bit, and when I mount
the box once more I will write you again.—So no more at present from

Your old friend,

Jerry Drag.

P. S. Send me a good upper Benjamin of the old cat, and a broad

Sirsingle, for my lines is getting rumatiz in them, and it will draw ma
up a bit, for I was always a good feeder, and stayin in the stall here,

and no walking exercise, am getting clumsy. Also' a decent whip. I

always likes to see a Jemmy whip,*and so does bosses, for they can tell

by the 8c;;.td of it whether a man knows his business or not, as well as

a christian could, and better than one half of them can. I hear blue

B0S3 whips is like schoolboys' fishing-rods, all wood and stiff as the pole

<»f a oach ; I couldn't hp.ddlessuch a thing as that, and more nor that

I vi r.. "or I "ouldn't submit to the disgrace of it. Also a flask for the

suk iJoet<'3t, for I'm informed them as keeps inns on that road is toa-to-

ia!',«>rs. and a drop of gin arnt to be had for love or money. Now that

o.:i,^mon went do for me—I'm not agoing for to freze to death on the

box, tr. pleas any such Esquirao Indgian Cangaroos as them, and they

needn'v jxpcst no svfch think. A glass of gin I must have as a thing

IB course, ao dont forget it. Direct " Royal blue nose mail coach oflicei,

Halifax, Nover Scotia—care of Mr. Craig—letter department."
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NO. XXVII.
LETTER

FROM THE WIFE OF A SETTLER W^IO .--ANNOT SETTLE.
Dear Elizabeth—
My dear Simson has concluded to settle in America, and we are

uow on our way thither, on board of the Great Western, and I must
say nothing can exceed the delight of going to sea in a ship so splendid-

ly fitted up, and filled with such agreeable company as this, the only
drawback being that of sea-sickness, having been more dead than alive

ever since I came on board. Simson, dear fellow, is full of plans and
rural felicity, and we clear a farm, erect our buildings and grow rich

every day, sometimes in one place and sometimes in another, but have
not yet made up our minds where. Building castles in the air this way
is delightful, if they would only stay there when you unith them.
Among so many charming countries as there are in America, the choice

is rather difiicult, as your life is scarcely safe in any of them.— -The
valley of the Mississippi is said to exceed in beauty and fertility most
parts of the world, and we had thoughts of purchasing a plantation

there, but they say it is full of alligators and rattlesnakes, and the peo-

Ele
every now and then burn down a town, as they recently did at Mo-

ile, on speculation, so we have giver up that, although it is a great

disappointment.—We then thought of Florida, but the Seminole In-

dians, it seems, scalp all the men, run off with the women, and murder
the dear little chidren, so I have succeeded in dissuading him from go-

ing there-^Texas, they say, is a perfect paia'lise, and land so uncom-
monly cheap that you can buy a farm for the nrJce of a new bonnet,

but earthquakes are very common, and the people so very cruel they

kill each other with bowie-knives in the streets in open day, and so

reckless that they keep singing "welcome to your gory bed," as if it

was fine sport ; so we have had to abandon all idea of it, as it would be
mere madness to go there.

The southern states wes hould like very'much, for the society is very

good and very genteel, and the climate excellent, only a little too hot,

which causes the yellow fever,to rage so in summer to that degree, that

the white people have to abandon it till winter, so that it can hardly be

said to be a desirable residence, added to which is the constant alarm

of insurrection ofthe negroes and being hanged, by mistake for an abo-

litionist.

New England h a well regulated country, and free from all those ob-

jections, b.iving more educated men and accomplished women in it than
any other plnce ; but they all talk gibberish, and I hardly feel equal to

learning a foreign k.ngu^ge, now that I have this angel to watch over

and take care of, and do mt like to live among apeopTo whom I do not

understand. Beside', ''

c'-r*1dn't think of poor little Bob giving up his

English ^Uogefher >k1 i;6k''.g nothing but Yankee Doodle.

Canada we havf ; id a .er- favourable account of, all people agree-

ing in Eaying it i? a ,. ao'^Jul country and very eligible to settle in, but

they are not only at :• j among themselves and with their neighbours,

but fch«ir practicfis a, 7 so barbarous it does not deserve tho name of
" a civil war " at ail. A poo: unfoitunate wretch of the pame of

" Caroline,'* (i didn't bear her .urname, but I am certain I am right

her christian or.e) w* t lavjly seiBed on the American shore byin

& c, iij. ac' band fx*)m CuMtia, dragged out of her bed at wight unrigge(S
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>8 they call it, and just a bare pole, and carried into the middle of the
river, and uet fire to, and then set over the falls in a steamboat, screech-

ing and screaming in the most awful manner. To retaliate this, those
who sympathised with their sufferings, her friends and relations came
over in their turn to Canada, and seized the great Sir Robert Peel, and
served him the same way, by making him take a flying jib over the ra-

pids. His visit was cut so short, they call it a ** Bobstay *' in derision,

and to mock him they said as he was a stern man, they would treat him
to a spanker, and cut him with lashings dreadfully, and chasing him
about, asked him how he liked rigging. He couldn't have been many
days in the country, poor man, for Simson says he is positive he saw him
in the House of Commons not a month before he sailed. Then dear
Simson is a member of the Church of England, and he would have no
chance there, for it is considered a great crime in Canada to belong to

that denomination, all of whom are called " family compacts " {on ac-

count of bringing up their children to the same religion as themselves, as
nothing will go down there, but every individual of a family going to a
different plane of worship from the other. They say it looks liberal. AH
those who takr? up arms against Government are called Patriots, and all

those who stand up for the Queen and Parliament, are called every bad
iiame you csn think of. The loyal people frequently get their houses
burnt in the night over their heads, and when the Patriots are caught do-
ing it, the hypocniH villains say, it is a christian duty to heap coala of
fire on the heads or their enemies.

Then we thought seriously of New Brunswick, but that is " too near
the line," they say, to live in, though how a country that is so cold, can
be *' on the line " I dont know. It borders on the states, the nearest

one of which is Pr:ira-my-quiddy,'so named from the people passing
to each other quids of tobacco, which nasty stuff they eat all day.

One fellow points to another man's mouth, and says, " Quid est

hoc V and the other replies in the same Yankee Ungo, " Hoc est quid,"

f-nd gives it to him. The JNew Brunswickers, who are a very loyal

people, and very civil to strangers—have a great deal of trouble

with these neigiibours, who are all mad from living " on the line"

always, anj all tho people of the state are called " Maine-iacs." Last
winter f."" nousBi ;.l o" these unfortunate wretches caught the " Line-
ophobia,*' aa it i;; cai'c', and armed themselves, and ran away howling
and screann i>g inio thft midst of the woods, in the month of March,
though the snow v-'-iS ?al» feet deep, and fancying thtn:i?olve8 soldiers,

made a target, vilh liie iigure of our Gracious Sovereign on it, which
they took for ai; Er^glish army, and fired at ; and then Ihey drew up a
despatch, and said they had conquered the country and gained a great

battle ; ind WehbU ^ who is supposed to have caught the infection, de-

clare 1 ancient and modern hirtory had nothing equal to this, short but

briilic i. campaign.

The poor creatures staid out a month in the wilderness in this horrid

manner, and were badly frost-bitten, most of them having lost a toe or a
nose, or some prominent part or anothc>r, with the intense cold. They
could hear them yelling and blaspheming all the way to Fredericton, for

they never slept in the night, but made great tires and danced the war-
dance round them, like Indians,—firing oflf, every now and then, a great

wooden gun hooped with iron, and making dreadful faces at the Bruns-
wickers, and calling them bad names. One poor man took a horse with
him into the forest, and put some yellow fnng« on his coat which was
made of a flannel shirt, and stuck a goose's feather in his hat, and took

it into his h(
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it into his head he was a general, and carried a naked sword in his hand,
with which he cut and slashed away at the limbs of trees in a most fu-

rious manner, thinking they were British soldiers, and swore most awful

oaths—that would make your hair stand rn end-—that he would give them
no quarter. Then he led his men up against a saw-mill, which he took

for a fort, and stormed it,—and as there was no one living in it, he fan-

cied the garrison had fought till they had died. Webster, in his great

war speech, said it was stronger than Gibraltar ; and compared this poor

Maine-iac to Alexander, who, he said, had an unsoldier-like trick of car-

rying his head one side ; and to Julius Cnsar, who got licked and Bowie-
knifed at last, like any other man ; and to Napoleon, who lost in one
day all he ever conquered ; and to Wellington, who just left off fighting

in time to save his character. People s^ they hardly know which was
most to be pitied, Webster or General Conrad Corncob, both were so

mad. The New Brunriwickers were quite alarmed for fear some of these

poor unfortunate creatures should escape from Passamy-quiddy, and ^et

mto the Province and bite some of the inhabitants, and the " line-pphobia"

should spread among them. So they had to send a regiment of soldiers

out to look after them, but before the troops came to where they had en-

camped, the paroxysm had passed, they had eaten up all their pork and

molasses, punkin pies and apple sarce, and got out of tobacco, and, worn
out with excitement, cold, hunger and fatigue, had gone home.

They say if all Bedlam and the other insane institutions in England

were opened and the inmates let loose, they wouldn't number half as many
as these " poor Maine-iacs," and that they were in such a rage and so

rabid, while the fit was on, the bushes were all covered vrith slaver and

tobacco-spittle for miles. I never heard anything half so horrid in all

my life—and nothing would tempt me to live " on the line," if the cli-

mate operates that way on the brain and makes people act as if they were
possessed of a devil. The Lord preserve dear Simson and me from
" Line-ophobia !" It is worse than cholera morbus.

We now think of Nova Scotia, which some people call the happy

valley, the natives are such a primitive people, and blessed with every

thing that can render life agreeable, and have no taxes, and borrow Eng-
lish regiments and men-of-war to fight for nothing ; but they are sub-

ject to that same disease, the *' Lineophobia" too. When they heard

these poor wretches, the Maine-iacs, howling in the wilderness last win-

ter, for they could hear them quite plainly, they began to foam at the

mouth and to howl too—and voted an army and supplies of Blue-nose

potatoes and Digby herrings for them, to go and fight those unfortunate

people ; and they talked so big and looked so big, the Governor was quite

alarmed about them, for they talked of having no officers unlef^s they

were native heroes, to lead them to death or victory. So he humoured
them ; he told them they were valiant men—everybo<'y J^aew ; their

zeal being only equalled by the chance there was of its being wanted j

but that it was not generous for so strong and brave a people as the Blue

noses to roar so loud, as the Americans would either die of fright, or

never wait to be beaten, but fly their country ; for, like all ether people

of such huge stature and strength, the Nova Scotians were not aware

of their own power, and that their voice was loud enough to be heard

across the Alleghanies on one side and the Atlantic on the other, and
strike terror into all within its reach.

This speech pacified them by tickling their vanity, and the disease was
kept off for a time, though the very word Passa-my-nuiddy sets their

teeth on edge, and makes them gnash and grit mob ; deously, AU

*

.
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this is very alarming, and I he£.r too the coal mines every now and then
get on fire, which is very dingerous, and has a tendency to make them
wvm tempered, and keep them in hot water all the time. Newfound-
land has been named as a place of residence, bat that smells so strong of
dried codfish and seal-oil, that I should die in a week ; and besides, I

hear it whispered some of the people eat their eggs out of wine-glasses,

which I never could stand I am sure—the very sight of duch a nasty trick

would throw me into fits as it did Captain Hamilton, who, I hear, has
never recovered the shock his nerves received in America. Prince Ed>
ward's Island has been sug^c^ied ; but there, they say, the more land
you have, the poorer you are ; and that though the rent is onlv two shil-

lings a hundred acres, the tenants threaten to turn Patriots and Durham-
ites if it is exacted. One proprietor who came all the way from England
to collect bis rents, only got seven shillings and six pence and.a thrashing

for his trouble.

It seems to me all the world is hunting after reform, which dear Simson
•ays is a locomotive government, that will go of itself, and cost nothing,

and everybody is their own master, and can do as they please, and that

majority law is a law of the strong over th« weak ; but it is above my com-
prehension altoeelher ; all I know is, I will be mistress in my own house,
ftnd the dear fellow malces no objection. Astoria is a fine country, but it

takes nine months' travel to get there, and that is a serious objection, as

there is but few things in life worth that ; and you can carry nothing so
far, and get nothing when you arrive there but the fever and ague, and
that I W' )u1d rather be excused from. Cape Breton is also well spoken of,

only you t/e like to be froze up in your passage there, at a place called

Gut of Canso, and nothing goes up or down until Spring thaws it out
The whole country is covered with snuw for several months, up to your
hips, so that when the melancholy season comes, they say, they are

"bipt;"fand the people are so savage they make " slaying" parties on
the ice, and call this barbarous cruel work, quite a diversion. They say
the reason it is so cold is tnat it is so far east, it is a little beyond where
the sun rises : an American gentleman told me so, who once went there

to see it : for my part I am not so fond of ice-creams as to desire to live on
an iceberg, like a seal, all winter, and should prefer a warmer country.

Bermuda seems, after all, a delightful place, where people have almost
perpetual summer, only the roofs blow off like straw-hats, and makes
house-keeping very difficult ; and trees fly about in hurricanes like leaves,

which must scatter families dreadfully, and must make separations that

are arc so sudden quite painful. The governor's name is Reid ; and he
has sf:en so many storms there, he has written a book about them. Dear
Simson, who is very witty, says he is " the Reid shaked by the wind."

I wish you knew dear Simson, he is full of fun. He says that the new
theory of storms is, that instead of an " avancer," it takes a " pirouette,"

and that the whole story'of it is this :

Here wo go up up up.
And there we go down down downy

;

Here we go backward and forward,

And there we go round round roundy.

The West Indies is the same, only rather too hot for clothes, and as

flatulent as Bermuda ; besides which white servants cant live there, and
black ones wont work, so that you must now be slaves to yourselves.

for which being your own masters is no compensation. Dear Simson
•ays, emancipation means making^black white, and white black. Theu
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Dear Simson

black. Thea

they suffer from crawling things dreadfully, having to stop their ears at

night with cotton wool to keep them out, as they are always on the look-

out for the Inast opening to hide in and breed. Isn't it shocking t So
that at present we haven't made up our minds where to settle, as every
placa has its objections to counterbalance its advantages.

It is the same with this steamer, nothing can exceed its splendour, its

luxury, and its comfort, but you are always in a fright about blowing up,

and expect to be set out of bed some time or another, without time to

put your clothes on, into another world. The company too is very gen-
teel, having some real nobility on board, and some imitation ones, called

Honourablea, from the Colonies ; though the great lords are not tall men
at all, and the little ones from the Provinces look and talk the biggesi of
the two. All this is very pleasant, and there are so many foreigners on
board, it is as amusing and instructive as travelling into strange countries,

only you can't understand a word they say, foi they speak as many different

languages as they did in the tower of Babel.

Dear Simson is 'very kind and attentive to me, especially before com»
pany, which is very agreeable and looks well ; only I wish he could bear

the crying of children a little—very little better ; but at night he some-
tim^s gets out of patience, and swears he don't know what they were
made for, but to break one's sleep, and destroy one's comfort. Take it

altogether, it is certainly very agi<;eable here, and a sort of I-pity-me of

the world, and amusing and instructive ; and, I must say, I enjoy myself

very much, and would be quite happy, if it wasn't for fear artra Bob
would tumble into those horrid boilers, which would make soup and
Bouillie of him, as dear Simson says, before you could count ten. The
very idea is shocking, I never could taste soup since. So are our plana

for emigrating, very tempting ; and the idea of being extensive land-

owners, and having an estate as large us the Duke of Sutherland's, all

your own, with herds of cattle, and sheep, and horses, and buffaloes, and
all sorts of things, and vineyard, and wine of your own makiag, and
wild deer that cost nothing to keep, and only the trouble of catching

them, and bec.utiful prairies, (that's the name they give to meadows,) so

large tha*'. it takes you a week to ride across them ; all this is delightful,

and makes me think myself a most fortunate woman indeed, if I onlj

knew when it was to come true, or in what part of the globe, fur inn(me
ef the pl&ces I have mentioned, would I settle upon any censideration in

the world. Dear Simson may, if he pleases, but I wont go ballooning

in a hurry-cane, or be scalped by Indians, or be bowie-knifed by lynchers,

or frighted out of my wits by maniacs, or frozen into a pillar of ice, likci

Lot's wife was into salt, or be stifled by codfish smells, for all the estaten

that ever was, or ever will be.

Simson is a dear, good fellow, and I am the most fortunate of my
sex, and as happy as the day is long, and will follow him with pleasure

all the world over ; only, I wish he thought as I did, that England, after

all, is preferable to any of these outlandish places, if people would only
think so ; and them that are discontented had better leave it, if they
don't like it, and not try to make it like anything else , for the reason

I prefer, and love dear old England is, because there is no such place

in the world, for if there were many such places, then it wouldn't be
England any longer. One thing, however, I wish to assure you, and
that is, I am quite happy in the possession of dear Simson, who is atx

angel of a man, only a little home-sick and heart- sick, when I think of

those I left behind, never, perhaps, to see again in this world.

Ever your faithfully and tenderly attached, Emma Simson.

«•
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P. S. If my next child ahould be born in the Statea, will it be a Tan>
kee, and speak that foreign language, or will it be Engliah 1 I don*t

lake to aak dear Simaon, ^r he is the most feeling man in the world,

and would go crazy at the very mention of another child. Poor dear

fellow, I love him so, I wouldn't do anything to worrr him fur the uni-

verse ; but some things you can't help, and this, in the midst of all my
happiness, makea me miserable.

NO. XXVIII.

LETTER FROM THE AUTHOR.
Gentle IIbader—

I cannot bring myaelf to pay so poor a compliment to your taatc,

or my own performance, as to entertain » -I-ubt that you had no aoon-

er taken up thia book, than you became so interested in it, as nut to lay

it down until you had read it through ; nor am I less assured that you
felt great regret that there was not more of it. Understanding, tolera-

bly well, the working of your mind, from a long study of the operations

of my own, I venture to anticipate a very natural question you will

ask, as soon as you have perused it, namely, " whether the author had
any other object in view, m writing it, than meroly the amusement of

a leisure hour," and hasten to gratify your curiosity, by assuring you
that I was most undoubtedly actuated by another, and, as you will pre-

sently see, a better motive.

Had you had an opportunity of lifting the anonymous veil undar
which my diffidence finds a shelter, and circumstances had permitted

me to have the honour and pleasure of your acquaintance, during my
recent visit to Europe, you would havj found that, although I am one
of the merriest fellows of my age, to b«) found in any country, yet I am
a great approver of the old maxim, of being " merry and wise," being,

after my own fashion, a sort of laughing philosopher, and that I most
indulge in that species of humour that has a moral in it. *' Life in a
Steamer," is fraught with it, as I shall proceed to show you ; but be-

fore I point it out, I must tell you a story, (more meo) for I find I grow
aomewhat rigma roily as I advance in years, and am more and more ad-

dicted to the narrative. While making the lour of Scotland, I spent a

few days at Kelso, for the purpose of exploring the ruin of an ancient

abbey, wherein are deposited the remains of the old chieftains—the

Slicks of Slickvillehaugh, whose name I have the honour to bear. I don't

mention this little circumstance out of personal canity, for I am too old

for that ; and, besides, between you and me, I usee nothing in an an-

cient Scottish descent from any rational man, to bs proud of I never

read of a Scot of the olden time, notwithstanding all that Sir Walter has

collected, or written on the subject, without the idea suggesting itself

to my mind of a huge raw-boned, hard-featured unbreeched savage, very

poor, very proud, and very hairy. Indeed, there are good authoritiea

at variance with him on this subject.

A vest Prince Vortiger had on.

Which from a naked Scot his grandsire won. .' ^

Now, the obvious meaning of this passage is, that one of the prince's

predecessors ran down one ofthese boors in the c! ^se, skinned him, and
made a garment of his hide, which he wore as a trophy of his skill and
valour, in the same manner that a North American Indian decorates hia

person with the skusi of the bear. This, however, is merely a matter of
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wpbion, as well as a digression, and I only mention the eiroumstanor
at ml', to gratify my American readers, who, though staaneh repabii-

oans, are great admirers of old names, and are all m a neater or moro-

romote degree, allied to the first families in the peerage of Qreat Bri-

tain. While thas employed in enacting the part of Old Mortality, on
the banks of the TWeeot I observed one morning a more than usual lar|||e

assemblaffe of the yeomanry of the country, and upon inquiry, found it

was the day of the great corn market. Ah ! sa^s I to myself, now I

shall have an opportunity of judging of the fertility of this beautiful

agricultural dietrict, by seeing its accumulated producta ; but you may
easily imagine my surprise, when, after having several times perambn-
lated the market, I could not find a single, solitary sack of grain. I

speered at the first good-natured, idle-looking fellow I saw, (I like that

word, speered, it is so appropriate an expression among the cattle-steal-

ers of a border country, where a stranger was always iwluted* with m.

spear, and relieved of the care of his goods and chattels,). I speered at

him the question, where have the farmers put their corn 1 After a long
pause, and a broad ataro of astonishment as the grose ignorance impliedl

to the query, the fellow replied, where ! why,, in their pouch, sure.

Pouch ! the word was new to my American ear, as new as an " al-

mighty, everlastin frizzle of a fiz ". would have been to his. Poucli

!

said T—what the devil is that 1 Here, said he, and putting his hand
into his pocket, he produced a very small parcel of beautiful wbeat,.and

added, we sell by sample, sir. The grower goes to his granary, and
thrusting his hand promiscuously into the heap of corn, takes up aa

much as it can contain, which is called a " sample ;" and this is sup-
pose 1 so well to represent the average quality of the entire mass, that

the sale of the whole lot is effected upon the inspection of this sample.

Ah ! said I, my friend, and atretching out the fingers of my right hand;,

until they represented the radii of a circle, I applied the thumb to the

extremity of my nose, in a horizontal position, (an- odd, old-fa8hioned«

eustom I acquired when a boy, at Slickville, whenever I had caught a.

valuable hint,) ah ! said I, my friend—notch !

Did you ever see the like o' that, said the puzzled Scot; to himself,,

and wha is he 1 A wrinkle on the horn, said I, again appl) ig the thumb
to its old signal staff, the nose, and I thank.you for the hint. A wrinkle
on the horn, slowly repeated my astonished companion ;

puir body, hO'

b daft, as sure as the world. No, my roan, said I, not daft, but wisei^.

bi America, for you must know I come from that far-off country, we
ascertain the ages of our cattle by examining their horns, at the root of
which, at the end of three years, there appears a small ring or wrinkle,

and each succeeding year is marked by another. This has given rise

to a saying when a man acquires a new idea, that he has got " another
wrinkle on his horn "—do you take 1

Puir thing, said he, with a look of great pity, he has gone clean daft
—and he so far from home too ; has he nao friend to see till him ? and.
he turned away and left me.

But, gentle reader, it was he, and not I, that wae daft. He was a
clown, and even a Scottish clown, as far as I could'observe, is no way
superior to a clown of any other country—and he did not understand
me. It was a wrinkle on my horn, and I h ve since availed myself of
it. I judge of mankind by sample. One hundred and ten passengers,,
taken indiscriminately from- the mass of their fellow beings, are a fair
" average sample " of their species : the vessel that carries them is a-.

little world, and life in a steamer is a good sample of, life in." tho gjreat;

t,.Ai-Jt^t^..lvSi*i^.
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world.** This little community is agitated by tbe •amepiMiona^ im-
Clled by ths> fame feelinga, and actuated by the aame prejudieea aa a

rger one. Poor human nature ie 'the aam^ evenrwhere. Here are
the laihe complaints, the same restlessness, and the same air (^ pet-

.•nnUff veree dissatisfoction in their letters, as we meet with on <land. The
analogy that these Atlantic trips display to the gnaA vovage of life, Is

^"7 *t'*lun£. We are no> sooner embarked, auch is the speed with
which we aoTance, than we arrive at our point of destination. Our
course is soon run* It is the power of steam in both, and although the
scene is varied, by calms, fair breezes, and storms, still the great ma-
phine is in continual progress.

Of those with whom we set out in the voysse of life, how few do we
encounter in oar subsequent wanderings ! The intimacy that commou'
hopes and common dangers generate, gradually subsides, and if we meet,
we meet, alas ! coldly, formally, and as strangers. Ijife in a steamer is

actually teeming with a moral. Ave you a politician 1 you may confirm
or rectify your notionaby observing how essential a good, effective, vigo-
rous, business-like administration is to the safety of the ship and ttie

comfort of the passengers. Are you< a Christian 1 you will not fail to
observe that in consequence of its bmng requested by the direetors thai
every passenger should attend public worship, every one doei so ; from
which you may perceive the advantages resulting from a.unionof cha^h
and state—and when the whole community thus meete together to iiinSlik

in their- sapplications, you cannot but see what a blessed thing it if for

^ breUiren t» dwell together in unity—how imuMssurably superior ^kia

union is to dissent—and must admit that they who laid the- foandstiott of
your established National Church, were both wise and good-men. Are
you a moralist 1 then—but I will not pursue it. The analogies and in-

ferences are too obvious to render it necessary for me to trace tbem<;
but nevertheless, it is iv useful and an edifying task, and I recommend
you to reflect for yourself. From these remarks you will observe that
*< Life iniirSteamer " is " » leaf of" the great Book of the World, and
mav^tl^^be applied—" to point a moral and- adorn a tale."

, f^ lAOdlbi ior the general reader ; and now a few words at parting, to

mymxNt friends, the Nova Scotians. I am^ desirous of avsiling myself

o| this opportunity to call the attention of my countrymen, the ** blue-

noses," to the importance of steam, of which they unfortunately know
• 6ut Httle from their oWn experience ; of entroa^ng- them to direct their

energies rather to internal improvement than {political oKange ; to the

developement of the resources of their beautiful, fertile, and happy colony,

rather than to speculaltvs theories of government ; and also to urge upon
them, that the " responsibihty " we require, is the responnnlUy of
»Uam.

Since the discovery of America by Columbus, nothing has occurred

of so much importance to the New World, as navigating the Atlantic by
steamers ; and no point of the continent is likely to be benefited by it in

an equal degree with Nova Scotia, which is the nearest point of land to

Europe, and must always possess the earliest intelligence from the Old
World. Whichever party is in power in England, Tories or Whigs, the

Government is always distinguished by the same earnest desire to pa-

tronize, as it is to protect the eolonies, who have experienced nothing at

the hands of the English, but unexampled' kindness, untiring forbesrance,

and unbounded liberality. The recent grant ef fifty-five thousand pounds

a year, for the purpose of affording us the advantage of a communication
by sti;am.with the mother country, which was not nuMis grudgingly, or
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irudgingly, or

boastingly, or as an experiment, but as early as it war proper or safe for it

to be done, and as freely as it was kindly bestowed, leaves us in doubt
whether most to admire the munificence of the gift, or the power and
wealth of the donors. No country, that is kept in a continual state of

agitation, can either be a happy or a flourishing one ; and it is our peculiar

good fortune that with us agitation is unnecessary. If there should be
anv little changes required from time to time, in our limited political

sphere, and such occasions sometimes do, and alwayi will occur in the

progresa of our growth, a temperate and proper, representation will

always produce them, from the predominant party ofihe day, whatever it

may^e, if it can only be demonstrated that they are wise cyr necessary

otamges. It is the inclination as well as the interest of Great Britain so

to do-; and whoever holds out any doubts on this subject, or proclaims

themildi conciliatory, and parental sway of the imperial government, '* a
baneful domination," is no friend to Nova Scotia, or British connexion,

and should be considered as either an ignorant or a designing man.
Canada has become so buithensomti an appendage of the British empire,

from* the intiigues of discontentvi' men, tn&t many of our friends on the

other side of the water, doubt whether it is worth holding at su'chan enor>

mouaetpenee* Oppressed we never have been—coerced we never will

be. 'Evevything haa been done, that is either just er reasonable, or

liberal, foriMb
"^ We always have been, and still continue to be, the most

favoured' people in the British einpire. Let us ehowi ourselves woithy of

sach trieatment, by exhibiting our gratitude, and sustain the reputation

we.have hithwrto borne, of being the most tranquil and loyal Colony in

North America. Let us not be too importunate for chan&;e, or we may
receive the very proper, but to many, the very unexpected answer

—

*< Qovern yourselves : you appear to be so difficult to please, so deter-

mined not to be satisfied, that we give up the attempt in. despair. You
are independent^ This is no improbable event—no ideal danger—no
idle fear. I regret to say, that such a course has already numerous and
powerful advocates in England, and is daily gaining ground even among
our best friends, snd staunchest supporters. They^ are wearied' out with
nnffeunded complaints, with restless, unceasing cravings fpr change, and
their own repeated, but ineffectual attempts to give salialikction. They
ay^ they see no alternative left but coercion, which they will hot resort

to, or " cutting the tow-rope," and casting us adrift. No true friend to

his countiT can contemplate such an event as a dissolution of British con-

nexion, without the severest regret, the deepest remorse, the most painful

apprehensions.

The withdrawal of the army and navy from Halifax ; the striking of

the flag of Old* England on the Citadel tiill ; and the hat parting salute

of her old' friends, as they left our shores for ever, wtfotd be toe most
mournful spectacle, and the severest infliction, that an avenging Provi-

dence has in store for us. It would be a. day of general gloom and uni-

versal lamentation. All men of property and reputatktt—all persons of

true British feeling—every man in a situation to do so, would leavens

;

and capital, credit and character would follow in the train. We should

be inundated with needy adventurers, unprinicipled* speculators,, loafers,

symphathisers, and Lynchers, the refuse of Europe and America ; and
this once happy, too happy coiintry would become an easy pray to civil

dissension, Uke the petty states of South America, or to. the rapacity of

foreign adventurers like the Texans.

That such ameasure of retributive justice is in store for us should the

infectious agitation of Canada unhappily reach us, no manwho has visit*

« 1
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•fi OiMt Britain, moA nringkMi freelj toA aztannTelx with tt« Mople m
I have d«m, «aa •ntartnn a doabt. Wherever I went an4 wm m»m^
MMTer T cei^vinsed', the opinio eom^tiy met me : "|t vvodi WbettBv
for «i tf we were separated ; you l&eirer will be contented W remdn aa
cokmiatat you are cuaahur na a greater expenditure than we can aiffoid,f,,

w« eaniiet nipport two- nelands ; it ia time to give yoa tfoMr tiufcpra-'*

itnu.*' Thi« book, wbaterer ita reception ma^ be, will at u^tt oireulate

unmig aU my pe^pnil friends in England, whieh is A» best eTidenee I
cia give ym ofmfeonviction of ti» existence of this feettng ; for my pro*

«N«min| » Ml the presence of those bji ymota 1 assert that it is entertain-

00, Iplipid^^*"* ""^ opportimity of nwudiating it, if unfounded. Let ns
inil« JhiiMmTe, be led astray by any «f those theories, however (dansiUe
and (l^vating thej< may' •appear to be,. Uutt are now advoested- with
f^eb^ jviteinperate Mft m. 6amida. Mbva Scotia never was in so
ttmining a condition 8» it is at present. Its trade is enlifging,. its

agneaUttre improving, and its population increaak|f OMMt n^d% virile

the eMihwIer of its merchants for honourablejuid npright de^ng-ilands
hi|^ 4kUk^i*t of any other community on the whole Am«Tfcan Itonti-

nant; FdjilBCs ui^rtnnatety engrosses too much attention everywhe|i|
t» Ihe 4]Beliiingi|i^ mapy indii^nsable dutiea. Party^men «r« ifi to
flupiiify itffliajpli^^ for their own purposes, ai^ to ext^iiiia i panih
cea ibr aU the dUl of life ; but experience teaohea aa that 4|m» happiaesa
of every country depends op<m> the elyiracter of it4 peo|wi, ra^r than
the form of its government. Why 1 asks the philosopbioal Ootdsmi^,
after an attentive examination of many of the European staiea,

'''Why have jt strayed from pleasure and repose,
To seek a^good each.govemment bestows

!

Ho«r small of all that kuman hearts endure,
Thatpalrt which laws and kings can cause or eun \**

Lc^' na keep, out of the vortex of political excitement, leant how to

vahie the blessioga we enjoy, and study how we can bestpromote the in-

ternal comnmnications and deVii^i^ the resources of our native land.

The times has now come when the great American ai^>colonial route
of travellmg most commence (m^terminate at Halifax. On the importance
of this to^Nova Scotia it is unnecessary for me to'vxpatiate, as it speaka
for itselfi ia.a la ^usge too plain and intelligible to be mwunderttood

;

but these advantages we can neither fully enjoy, nor long retain, wiifi-

out a "rail-road" from Halifax to Windsor. It is now no longer a
matter of doubt or of choice, circumstances have forced it upon us. We
owe it to the liberality of the British, government, to make all those

arrangements that shall give fuU effect to the noble scale upon which they

have undertaken the Atlantic steam-navigation. We owe it to New-
Bmnswiek and Canada to complete our. portion of the great intercolonial

line, and abo^e all we owe it to* ^ourselves not to be behind every other

country in appre|||j|ing and adopting those great improvements, which
diatinguish the p^ent age.

Ai^now, gentle reader, it is time for me to* make my bow as well as

my sea^IegB will allow me,, and retire. In doing soipermitme to express

a wish dial your voyage of life may be the very opposite of that of at

steamsr, in a point of duration, and- resemble it as nearly as possible in

the one grand essential, namely in making the best use of your time.

I have the honour, to be, Your most obedient servant,

tni AVTBOR.

THE END.

•K*W*i8a%*

,
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